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184 MANCHESTER ROAD
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                                            Telephone: 01706 646309

   Facsimile: 01706 860685 

Lower Preparatory Department
BROADFIELD STILE, DRAKE STREET
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                                           Telephone : 01706 645985




  Facsimile: 01706 860685

www.beechhouseschool.co.uk


           e-mail : info@beechhouseschool.co.uk
For all enquiries please contact 01706 646309
Proprietor is Beech House School Ltd. Registered in England No 2858947
The School

The school is a wholly independent co-educational day school for boys and girls aged 2 to 16 years. Founded in 1922 it comprises an Early Years and a Lower Preparatory Department (based at Broadfield Stile) for children aged 2 to 6 years, and an Upper Preparatory Department for children aged 7 to 11 years and a Senior Department for those aged 11 to l6 years based at the Manchester Road site.
Beech House is easily reached by car or public transport, being situated approximately one kilometre from both Rochdale town centre and the railway station.  A few metres from the school is a bus stop, providing regular services to Manchester, Bury, Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale  town centres.  Close at hand is the link road to the M62 and M60, which provides access to the Rossendale Valley, Oldham and Manchester.

Aims and Objectives
The aim of the school is to blend the best of traditional education with the skills and resources of the modern system to ensure that pupil’s talents are exercised to the full.  To this end, class sizes are kept small, with 20 or fewer pupils per form at preparatory level and 16 or fewer in each secondary class. The school upholds traditional values and behaviour, providing a secure, caring and academically challenging environment. This gives Beech House its unique character as a ‘family-centred school’.

The school achieves considerable success at all levels and in particular GCSE and AS level examinations.  Strong links exist with the Sixth Form divisions of most schools in the area, including the local Further Education colleges.  The school also enjoys excellent relations with local employers and training establishments.

The Lower Preparatory Department is an integral part of the main school but is housed in its own self-contained unit at Broadfield Stile. It overlooks the delightful gardens and open play area of Broadfield Park.

Pupils are admitted to the Nursery following their second birthday. It is usual then for natural progression to take place through the rest of the school in line with age and ability.

The curriculum is designed to flow from the grounding in the Nursery Department through to the upper sections of the school, culminating in external examinations at 16 years of age. Some pupils are not necessarily set by their chronological age and are fast tracked. These pupils are able to sit their external examinations early.

As places throughout the school are limited, parents should be willing to commit   themselves to at least the entirety of the Preparatory Department before accepting the offer of a place.



 

Curriculum
The curriculum is balanced and reflects, as a minimum standard, the National  Curriculum and is taught by fully-qualified and experienced staff. It is designed to provide all pupils with a broad academic, personal and social education relevant to their needs both now and in the future.

Throughout the day in the Early Years classes at Beech House, your child is gently and patiently introduced to the skills of language, number, and arts and crafts. He or she will be given ample opportunity for creative expression and self-realisation, following an individual learning programme based on their needs.

At Key Stage 1 and 2 emphasis is placed on English, Mathematics and Science with Art and Design, Design and Technology, French, Geography, History, Information Technology, Music, Physical Education and Citizenship forming the remainder of the timetable.
In the Senior Department, the curriculum comprises English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Art and Design, Citizenship, Design and Technology, French, Geography, History, Information Technology, Leisure and Tourism, Music, Physical Education, Religious Education and Personal and Social Development.  In the final two years at school, students concentrate on eight to twelve GCSE subjects within a wide programme of options.

The school at present mainly follows the AQA syllabi for its GCSE courses.  It is also a             registered examination centre for the Royal Society of Arts (RSA) and the London Academy of Music, Drama and Art (LAMDA). Both of these organisations are internationally recognised.

For children who are particularly able academically or those who may require extra help, special tuition is provided when required, on an individual basis. Appropriate education and welfare provision is made for pupils with statements and for those with English as additional language within the resources and capabilities of the school.
The Day

Structured learning is based on a 8.50am to 3.15pm programme of activities for the Lower Preparatory Department.  The Senior and Upper Preparatory Departments both start at 8.50am with lessons based on an eight period day. The Upper Preparatory Department finishes at 3.30pm, whilst the Senior Department finishes at 3.35pm.

To cater for the needs of the modern family, the school provides fully-supervised, extended caring hours from 7.45am to 6.00pm each day.  Further information can be


obtained about this from the main body of the prospectus.

Lower Preparatory Department


The introduction to the regime of the educational institution is carefully planned and monitored, to ensure the foundation of positive and confident attitudes to school and life.

The child’s day is designed to develop and encourage individual talents and maintain and maximise personal potential.  This is achieved in a caring and secure family environment under the supervision of well-qualified, experienced and sympathetic staff. 

The school benefits from individual year group class rooms and a gymnasium. French and Music are taught by specialist staff from Year 1. The pupils have a secure tarmacadamed playground, with safety surface. Nutritious and well balanced meals are prepared on the premises in a fully-equipped modern kitchen. The varied menu has been devised with the special needs of young children in mind. Alternatively pupils can bring their own lunch and snacks. Milk is also available for the morning break.
Senior and Upper Preparatory Departments
The school enjoys the benefit of two Science Laboratories and pupils from the age of seven years and upwards spend time each week in this specialist facility under the direction and guidance of fully-qualified Science teachers.  The school also has its own Lending, Reference and Careers Libraries as well as Art and Design, Information and Communication Technology and Craft, Design and Technology facilities, which allow pupils to work with a variety of materials including electronics and textiles. 
A new music room and Sports Hall have just opened. These facilities have been installed to provide opportunities for developing skills relevant to modern life and all pupils enjoy ‘hands on’ experience.

The school has three tarmacadamed playgrounds and the buildings back onto the school playing fields.  This area is used as a recreational area for the younger children and allows older pupils to participate in a number of sports, as well as providing a pleasant, open aspect to the rear of the school.

We are also able to enjoy the use of local recreational facilities, including, squash courts and Hollingworth Lake for out-door water pursuits. Swimming is also taught to all children from Year 3 upwards by qualified staff.

Meal times are supervised and pupils bring their own packed lunch daily. Children can bring their own snacks and have the option to purchase milk at Key Stage 2, whilst the older children can purchase hot and cold drinks.

School and Home

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that in every aspect of the school’s relations with its pupils, success depends very largely on co-operation with parents.  No school can hope to achieve its objectives unless both parents and teachers are working together to a common end, including such matters as homework, discipline and good manners. The high standards of work and behaviour fostered in the school can only have a lasting effect if similar standards are encouraged at home.

The school operates an ‘open door’ policy.  This means that parents are encouraged to contact the school should they wish to discuss their child’s progress at any time during the year.  This provides a supplement to the regular news, information letters, the half-termly written effort grades, written progress reports and parent/teacher evenings. Throughout the term additional information is available via the school web site.
The school is regularly visited by local Community Health Officers who carry out hearing, vision and weight checks, as well as general medicals. In the final years of your child’s education they have access to the various careers networks in Rochdale.

Discipline

The school believes that sound and fair discipline is an important aspect of school life and that children should be taught to respect others and their environment.  Self-discipline is an important attribute in adult life and the school aims to help children acquire this skill. We expect a high standard of behaviour, both in and out of the classroom, as well as diligence.

School rules are relevant to the well-being of others, the health and safety of pupils and staff and for the reinforcement of standards.  Each pupil belongs to a Form and House group and the pastoral care of that group is co-ordinated by a member of the teaching staff.  The pastoral care and discipline is re-enforced by the presence of Senior Staff.

In all matters of discipline we look to the parents/guardians to share responsibility with the school.

Standards
Pupils who are offered and accept a place at Beech House School are expected to accept and conform to the school’s policies and rules.  As already outlined, these are straightforward, but nevertheless are there to ensure high standards of behaviour, discipline, dress and academic levels.  School uniform is compulsory for all students who attend the school as is the completion of homework and attendance at any obligatory out-of-school activities, such as Speech Night. Good work, behaviour and attitude are rewarded through the merit and house point systems.

By operating an ‘open door’ policy, conflict rarely occurs.  However, we always retain the right to exclude any pupil who is not prepared to accept the school’s policy as outlined in this information pack, in the school rules or any subsequent notice.

Beech House School has a policy similar to most independent schools for children entering the Preparatory and Senior department. A minimum of two terms` notice is required in the Nursery and a minimum of one term’s notice, in writing, for the rest of the school is required, on or before, the first day of term, of the intention to remove a pupil from the school.  Failure to provide this notice, in writing, means that the next term’s fees are payable. A copy of the school’s term and conditions are issued with the enrolment form.
Extra-Curricular Activities

The school enjoys the services of peripatetic Music teachers for individual  
instrument lessons.  This is in addition to the junior and senior choirs.


Elocution lessons are also available under the direction of a qualified teacher and many pupils are entered successfully for the LAMDA Speech and Drama examinations.

There are a number of clubs organised by staff and the school has representative teams competing against other schools at junior and senior level. These occur on a      local, regional and national level. The school fields representative teams in eleven different sports.


Educational and recreational excursions, both at home and abroad, are also organised


by the school to broaden pupils` experiences and advance notice of these is provided.

Parents Association

An association of ‘The Friends of Beech House School’ was established in l988 with the aim of drawing parents, friends, staff and pupils closer together through their activities. To these end various activities and functions are organised throughout the school year.

There is an Annual General Meeting each year, and all parents are automatically members of the Association. Meetings are held on a regular basis and are of an informal nature. All parents are encouraged to support The Friends of Beech House School in any way they can.

Additional Supervision
Morning


Children in the Nursery and Reception can be left from 8.30am onwards, under the supervision of a member of staff. There is a duty teacher on duty from 8.30am for older children who will be expected to remain in the playground until the morning bell at 8.50am.  In the event of inclement weather, the duty teacher will allow children into the classrooms between 8.30am and 8.50am.

In line with the needs of the modern family, the school provides supervision outside of normal school hours. The charges for these services can be found in the prospectus. Pre-School and After-School care are invoiced half-termly on an ‘as used’ basis.

Pre-School Care – available to children from the term they are three
At the breakfast club, which runs from 7.45am, children can enjoy toast whilst being supervised. Drinks can be purchased if required.


After-School Care – available to children from the term they are three

The school offers supervision hours at the end of the school day for children 
until 6.00pm.


Holiday Clubs – available to children from the term they are three
This service is available for a further twelve weeks of the year. The school provides supervision between the hours of 8.30am and 5.00pm on either a daily or weekly basis.


Use of the holiday club has to be pre-booked.

Viewing the School and Admissions

Interested parents are cordially invited to contact the school to make an 
appointment to view and discuss, in depth, the information outlined in this pack and 
enquire into any other matter related to the education of their children.  A visit 
whilst the school is in operation is preferable as it illustrates the happy, caring, 
family atmosphere which pervades the school.

After this initial contact, a suitable time is arranged for the child to visit the 
school to meet the Headmaster and, where appropriate, to sit the relevant tests.  
Experience has shown that this personal assessment is superior to a formal 
examination day as children are less likely to suffer from ‘nerves’ and candidates are more comfortable with their parents close to hand in a relaxed atmosphere.  

Acceptance is not entirely based upon the test results as considerable emphasis is placed on the personal interview and assessed potential of each individual.  Admission during the school year is possible in certain circumstances.

Places are then offered at the discretion of the Headmaster. The registration of a child’s name requires the payment of a bond. This is refundable if the child leaves at the end of Year 6 or Year 11.

Whilst appreciating that personal and family circumstances occasionally change, the offer of a place is made on the understanding that children are committed to the school for the duration of the department. Thus children entering the Nursery and Preparatory classes are expected to remain until eleven years of age.  Similarly pupils entering the Senior Department are expected to proceed through to the end of Year 11. The registration bond is not refundable if a child leaves at any other time.

We look forward to hearing from you. The next stage of enquiry is to contact the school secretary in the main school to arrange a mutually convenient appointment.

Tuition Fees (Effective from September 2009)


Fees are payable on or before the first day of each of the three terms.


 EARLY YEARS - 2 - 4 years  



Part Time



15 Hour Flexible Entitlement - no charge



Additional time to 15 Hour Flexible Entitlement - pro rata



5 Half Days -  £ 819.00   



Full time with 15 Hour Flexible Entitlement - £ 819.00


Full time      -   £ 1332.00   



Optional School Lunch - £ 190.00


LOWER PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT



5 years - 6 years -     £ 1332.00



Optional School Lunch - £190.00


UPPER PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT



7 years - 11 years -     £ 1332.00


SENIOR DEPARTMENT



11 years - 16 years -   £ 1665.00

The fees for the Senior Department include the fees for all external GCE and GCSE
examinations. Any examination re-sits will require payment.
We require two full term’s notice in the Nursery Department and one full term’s notice in the rest of the school, given in writing to the Head Teacher, before a pupil may be withdrawn from the school. If notice is not given before or on the first day of term, payment of the following term’s fees will be required.

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

The school operates a number of  payment options and discounts.
Annual payment of all three terms before the last day of the previous Summer term    - 10%
Pre-termly payment before the last day of the preceding term

                    - 3%

Each subsequent child





 
                    - 3%

Holmwoods Term Time Credit – monthly direct debit for each term
                + 2.75%
The school is now in a position to accept Debit and Credit cards for all payments. The charges imposed by the bank on Debit Cards will be met by the school and not passed on. 

Unfortunately the charges for Credit cards will have to be passed on. They are as follows;-

Personal Credit Card 

+ 3%
Company Credit Card 
+ 4%
American Express 

+ 5%
Out of Hours Supervision (Effective from September 2009)

Out of hours supervision is available from the term that a pupil turns three years of age. Fees are payable within two weeks of being invoiced.
Morning

Lower Prep, Upper Prep and Seniors

At Breakfast Club, which runs from 7.45am, children can enjoy toast whilst supervised. A charge of 80p per day as applicable. Drinks can be purchased if required.

Lower Preparatory School

Children in the Nursery class can be left in the nursery unit from 8.30am onwards under the supervision of a member of staff. Children in Reception, Years 1 & 2 can be left in the playground under the supervision of a member of staff until the morning bell at 8.50am.

Upper Preparatory and Senior School

There is a duty teacher and a perfect on duty from 8.30am for older children who will be expected to remain in the playground until the morning bell at 8.55am. In the event of inclement weather, the duty teacher will allow children into the classrooms between 8.30am and 8.55am.

Afternoons

The school offers extended supervisory hours at the end of the school day. Should you wish to use this service you need to make a note of the following information.

(a) The service is free until 3.50pm.

(b) A register is kept of pupils staying beyond this time and parents are invoiced


termly in arrears for any charges.

(c) A daily charge of £3.00 is made for children using the facility after 3.50pm till 5.00pm. A further £2.50 charge is levied for every subsequent 15 minutes until 6.00pm.

(d) Children must be collected before 6.00pm.

(e) In the unlikely event they are not collected after 6.00pm, a surcharge of £5.00


per 15 minutes will be incurred to cover additional staff and insurance costs.

(f) Children must remain under the direct charge of a supervising member of staff.

(g) The school reserves the right to exclude pupils who misbehave during out of


hours supervision.

Holiday Club
 Bookings made for the Holiday Club are chargeable whether attended or not. The charges   are £80.00 per week or £20.00 per day.

.


Candidates Sitting G.C.S.E.
Examinations June 2009
Year 11
G.C.S.E.

	>5 subjects at grade C or above
	79%

	>5 subjects at grade C or above
 with English and Mathematics
	73%


Year 10

G.C.S.E.

	5 subjects at grade C or above
	6%

	4 subjects at grade C or above
	26%

	3 subjects at grade C or above
	42%

	 2 subjects at grade C or above
	20%

	1 subject at grade C or above
	6%


School Policy Documents
The school have the following policies available on request:-

 Bullying

 Child Protection

 Complaints Procedure

 Curriculum

 Drugs Education

 Equal Opportunities



 First Aid

 Fire

 Health & Safety

 Photographing Children in School

 Rewards and Sanctions

 Sex Education

 Health and Safety of Pupils on activities outside school

School Documents
The school have the following documents available on request:-

 The latest Ofsted report on the school.

 The latest Independent Schools Council report on the school.

 The number of complaints registered under the formal procedure during the preceding school year.

Child Protection 

The Deputy Heads of the school are the Senior Named Persons for Child Protection

 Mrs White – Senior and Upper Prep Departments

 Miss Haigh – Lower Prep Department
