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The school and its setting

Sheredes Primary and Nursery School is a County primary and nursery school. We take in boys and girls aged between 3 – 11.  Originally two schools, the junior school opened in 1966 and the infant school in 1968; today’s school was formed after the two schools amalgamated in 1986.  The school is situated within easy reach of the A10 and M25.

The site is beautiful and extensive, situated in a peaceful residential area, surrounded by mature forest trees.  It has a large playing field, two netball courts, three playgrounds, attractive garden courtyards, its own woodland area, a pond and adventure play apparatus.  An independent pre-school and mother and toddler group also operate on our grounds.
Accommodation

Accommodation is shared between two buildings, the Lower Building and the Upper Building, on two levels, and a demountable classroom which acts as our specialist music room. Classrooms are spacious with integral cloakrooms and toilets, as well as separate toilet facilities for Juniors. We have a large central library and ICT suite, two halls which double as gymnasiums complete with appropriate apparatus, three special needs/small group rooms, a medical room, a PPA room equipped with ICT facilities, two spacious resource rooms, a food technology room, kiln room, reprographics room and staffroom. Classrooms are very well equipped with ICT resources.  All have interactive whiteboards and visualisers, and there are mobile computer suites of lap tops and iPads, to complement our fixed suite. There is also a spacious dining room.  Canopies have been installed for our pre-school and all Foundation Stage classrooms.
Intake, roll and organisation

Children come to the school from a wide area, well beyond Hoddesdon town.  Following the completion of building works in September 2008, our school expanded to two forms of entry in every year group. There are currently 420 children attending the school full time and in addition 60 attend the nursery.
The school enjoys an excellent reputation in the community and many year groups are already oversubscribed.  Our aim is to keep class sizes 30 and under. Classes are single age and mixed ability, supported with able classroom assistants, and from Year 3 setting occurs in mathematics. Year group teams work in close collaboration; the Nursery and Reception work together, Years 1 and 2 work together, Years 3 and 4 work together, and Years 5 and 6 work together.

Parental Involvement and Community Links

The school enjoys strong parental interest and parental help is welcomed within the school. We welcome community involvement with visiting speakers and participation in community events such as fund raising initiatives. We have an able and active Parents Association, Friends of Sheredes Primary School (F.O.S.S.).  We also offer Out of School Day Care for our pupils, both a Breakfast Club and After School Club; Jousters at Sheredes.
School Ethos

We believe ours is a happy, caring school in which each and every member of the school community is valued and respected by every other member. Our belief in treating one another with kindness and consideration is encapsulated in our school prayer.

Our School Prayer 

Dear Lord,

This day we pray,

We may befriend another,

To see their needs

And share with them

Warmth and caring within our school.

We believe children learn best in a calm, purposeful atmosphere and we believe in creating a stimulating, organised learning environment in which every child is encouraged to realise his or her own potential.  The endeavours of all children are valued, and achievements are celebrated and shared.  We believe in setting high standards in every aspect of school life, for example presentation of work, dress, manners, speech, attitudes to others and to work.  We are committed to the virtues of truth, integrity and honesty.

School Aims

Our core purpose is to enable all children to develop their confidence, all round ability and unique talents to the highest level that they can achieve.  Therefore we aim:

· To value and respect all children as individuals and to develop their confidence and self-esteem so to encourage them to want to excel for themselves and for the school community.

· To teach a broad, balanced, differentiated and relevant curriculum that encompasses the Foundation Stage and National Curriculum, so that all children acquire learning skills and a knowledge and understanding of the world we live in.

· To help children develop lively, imaginative, enquiring minds; the ability to question, argue rationally and problem solve; the ability to become independent learners.

· To develop children’s understanding, and regard for the rights and beliefs of others, and a concern for the environment and for the world we live in, in order that they develop as considerate, well-mannered, informed, responsible, positive and active citizens.

· To provide a happy, caring, secure, stimulating and organised learning environment that acts as a motivational force for all children and encourages their participation in its creation and care.

· To widen learning opportunities so that children are introduced to new and enriched learning experiences. 

We have an active School Council and learning opportunities are enriched and enhanced for the children by a wide range of extra curricular activities.  They range from choir and chess, to art, netball and football, and teams regularly participate in inter school sports competitions. 

We offer four modern foreign languages.  French is taught from Reception to Year 6, Spanish to Years 5 and 6, an introduction to Italian in Year 6, and German is offered as a club to Years 4 to 6.  We also offer Spanish as a club to Years 2 to 6.
To excite and inspire our children we have also established three dedicated weeks in our school year; a Science and Mathematics Week in the Autumn term, a Book Week in the Spring term and an Arts and Sports Week in the Summer term.  

We believe in the value and contribution of all children and adults within the school community and we show this in the way we relate to one another.  We are committed to supporting the continuous professional learning of all staff through development and training, so that learning for children continually improves.  Do visit our website: www.sheredesprimary.herts.sch.uk.
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