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Science at The Derby High School
Science & Arts College
The Derby High School was the country’s first school to attain combined Science and Arts status in 2003. Winning national TES teaching awards for Educational Excellence in both Science and Creativity in 2013, as well as celebrating success in both the Education Business and STEMNET awards is testament to the success of the department in maintaining this specialism ever since.
As a specialist Science & Arts College, Science plays a pivotal role within the school and wider community. The school was a founding member of The Bury Ogden Secondary Science Partnership and is currently leading The Bury Ogden Primary Science Partnership, as well as supporting primary Science and Arts CPD in partnership with the Science and Engineering Education Research and Innovation Hub at Manchester University. We pride ourselves on the breadth and range of opportunities presented to pupils of all ages and abilities.

At KS4 our curriculum currently offers pupils OCR Gateway Science syllabuses. The most able pupils study three Separate Sciences, whilst all other pupils study GCSE Combined Science. At KS3 pupil’s study the departments own derived schemes of learning supported by Activate and an extensive online resource bank.
The department has consistently achieved excellent KS4 EBACC results. In 2014 students achieved 87% A*-C, in 2015 89% A*-C and in 2016 84%. This included 63 grade A*/A grades last year and a progress measure of 0.33.
The department prides itself on the uptake and achievement of the separate Sciences. Approximately 33% of all students take Physics, Chemistry and Biology. 
The department currently consists of:
· Head of Science 
· Director of Science College (Assistant Headteacher)

· Second in Science

· KS3 Science Co-ordinator

· 3 full time staff plus a vacancy for a Teacher of Science 

· 2 Technicians

At specific points in the year, the department will also host:
· ITT base A and B trainees from Manchester University
· Ogden Interns - Physics Undergraduates sponsored by The Ogden Trust as part of the Teach Physics programme to support learning in the final 5 weeks of term
The department offers extensive enrichment and enhancement opportunities with regular trips, speakers and performers to support the whole range of courses. This recently included an inspiring radio link up with Tim Peake in the International Space Station. KS4 pupils are supported through regular revision and drop-in sessions. At KS3 pupils are encouraged to attend an after school Nature club. 
Yr 7 mixed ability form groups receive one additional hour per week studying a modular, themed Science & Arts course in line with the school’s specialism. Personal Capability skills are delivered throughout the course with less emphasis on content. 
The department has developed a programme of primary activities to support the school’s liaison policy allowing cross phase participation, beneficial to both KS2 and KS3 pupils. This is in addition to the work of The Bury Ogden Primary Science Partnership
The department aspires to:
· continue to drive results onward and upwards at both key stages

· continue to inspire youngsters in Science and to promote the study of science beyond KS4

· educate and inform responsible citizens on scientific issues and developments so that they may make informed choices
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