History Department Information 2017/18
History is an extremely popular subject at Ricards Lodge High School, with a high percentage of students opting to continue their studies to GCSE level and beyond. Our results are consistently excellent; Summer 2017 yielded our highest number of A*/A grades whilst we improved to 78% A*-C at GCSE with our largest ever cohort. Equally, at A-Level, again with our largest ever cohort, the students achieved 80% A*-C and a number have elected to read History at undergraduate level at institutions such as York, Exeter & King’s London. These results are underpinned by outstanding teaching and by a supportive, inclusive and passionate environment. 
As a department, we are in the final stages of redeveloping the entire Programme of Study, from Year 7 upwards, in order to embed the skills, assessment requirements and contextual knowledge required to excel in public exams but also to become effective lifelong independent learners. At KS3 our emphasis is on skill acquisition and development and, as such, each unit is designed around a key historical skill set within a unit enquiry. We also aim to develop reflective learning and we have embedded self, peer and teacher-assessment opportunities throughout the curriculum. For example, the use of assessment folders is now embedded across the key stages as a means of emphasizing the importance of written and examination skills on the one hand, and deep historical knowledge development kept separately in student notebooks, on the other. Students across KS3 are taught in groups which are set by ability in order to personalise support for them as individuals
At KS4 students study the Edexcel 9-1 History syllabus which is assessed across three exam papers; Paper 1: Crime & Punishment through time, c. 1000- Present (Change over time unit) & Crime, Policing & the Inner City; Whitechapel c. 1870 – 1900 (Historic Environment); Paper 2: Superpower Relations and the Cold War (International Period Study) & Henry VIII and his ministers (British Period Study) and; Paper 3: Weimar & Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 (Modern Depth Study). Students are placed in mixed ability groups at KS4, although some degree of setting occurs where possible within option blocks.  
At KS5, we offer the following units through OCR. Unit 1: (25%) England 1547–1603: the Later Tudors (Enquiry topic: Mid Tudor Crises 1547–1558); Unit 2 (15%) Russia 1894–1941; Unit 3 (40%) The Middle East 1908–2011: From Ottomans to Arab Spring & Unit 4 (20%) Topic Based Essay: on a topic of the student’s choice. The course, offered for the first time in 2015, is linear with assessment at the end of Year 13. The History course is administered as part of RR6 Wimbledon; a co-educational split-site Sixth Form.
The successful candidate will be enthusiastic, imaginative and creative, with excellent subject knowledge and superb communication skills. They will also have a strong interest in the latest pedagogy and educational theory. We offer excellent CPL opportunities. As part of the department you be working with committed professionals and will join a team of friendly, dedicated and supportive teachers. Experience of teaching at KS5 is essential.  
