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The team:
EB is Ethics and Beliefs, which is what we call RE at Tanfield. RE was rebranded as this six years ago to drive engagement. Currently, EB is delivered to Y9 through a discreet lesson that is timetabled. For all other year groups EB is delivered via form tutors during PSHECC timetabled lessons. The head of department is a senior curriculum leader for Humanities along with being subject leader for History and has been in post for 15 years. She is also the School Tutor for NQTs. There are 5 members of the Geography and History departments who deliver Y9 EB. Although staff are not subject specialists, they follow the curriculum set and are determined to drive change in order to improve subject knowledge and skills.  
The curriculum:
This has been developed in line with curriculum and assessment development to meet the demands of the new specifications at G.C.S.E. In September 2017 we began to introduce a new knowledge-based curriculum. Students in KS3 and KS4 have reading sheets with challenging content and sources of authority and wisdom. Reading sheets are quality assured by the subject leader, to ensure rigour and drive progress.  Black pens are used to write terminology, blue for definitions of terminology and of tier two and three vocabulary and green for annotations. Reading sheets focus on individual AOs and target the gaps to be closed from the last assessment point and from knowledge based testing. Each lesson begins with a silent re-cap task to interleave knowledge across the key stage. The school follows the Local Agreed Syllabus which is currently under review.
Homework combines low stakes testing on Socrative and the creation of revision materials. Socrative questions are mapped out as part of the curriculum plan to support interleaving and retrieval. The quizzing aids knowledge recall but also aims to embed the development of skills and structure to different questions stems.
Year 9 currently have 1 lessons per week. Year 7 and 8 have PSCHECC time and drop down lessons from Geography and History.  There are plans to increase this capacity in September 2018 and move to discreet lesson time for EB. 
Assessment:
In KS3, assessments follow the G.C.S.E model and scaffolding is reduced across the key stage. Students sit the assessments in exam-timed conditions and prepare with a focus on flashcards creations, use of GCSEPod and Socrative. Assessments are standardised and then reviewed by students with a development task. There is an end of year examination for every year group. 
At KS4, the Edexcel short course G.C.S.E is taught. In Paper 1 we focus on Christianity looking at beliefs and then marriage and the family. Paper 2 focuses on Islam and Peace and Conflict unit.
Throughout each key topic, interim assessments are given with a final full paper being set.  
Results:
At present students do not sit a final exam for G.C.S.E.

Priorities for development:
· Improve the progress of all measures
· Improve the quality and rigour of assessment
· Eradicate in-school and in department variation
· Close the gaps between different groups of students
· Develop T and L to new curriculum model
· Improve attitudes to learning to develop resilient learners 
· Raise profile of the subject
