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History at Chesham Grammar School

The History Department at CGS is made up of six highly qualified specialist teachers, two of whom also teach some politics. 

The school held specialist humanities status between September 2007 and July 2011, with History as the lead subject supported by English and Geography.  This reflects the high profile of the History department within the school.  The additional funding generated permitted the department to embark on some exciting projects within the local community, developing our archive of interviews related to Chesham in the Second World War and supporting our local primary partner schools in the teaching of history.  Furthermore, we undertook a series of interviews as part of a wider community project, entitled ‘Coming to Chesham’, which traces the history of immigration to the town since the Second World War.  The legacy of this specialism has created a dynamic and exciting department and although the specialism has ended we are working to continue some of these projects, and others in the future. 
In September 2009, the department moved to a new suite of rooms which were created as a result of the new building programme, funded by the Humanities specialism.  All have interactive whiteboards and digital projectors.   

The successful candidate will be expected to teach the subject from KS3 up to A level. At Key Stage 3 we cover a broad range of historical topics. In Year 7 students study the Romans, the Normans, medieval kingship and power, medieval life and the Crusades. In Year 8 students study the Tudors, the Stuarts, the Industrial Revolution, women in Victorian Britain, the British Empire and slavery. In Year 9 students study the First World War, life in Nazi Germany, the Holocaust, the dropping of the atomic bomb and Apartheid in South Africa. 
The department follows the Edexcel specification at GCSE and AQA at A level.  At GCSE our thematic study is “Crime and Punishment through time c.1000-present”, our British depth study is “The Reigns of Richard and John”, our period study is “Superpower Relations: 1945-1991” and our modern depth study is “The USA 1954-1975: Conflict at Home and Abroad”. At A level we offer both modern and early modern topics with units on Germany 1918-1945 and the Tudors. The non-examined assessment is on African American Civil Rights from 1865-1968. We are well resourced and work collaboratively to develop detailed schemes of work and resources for KS3 and KS4 and KS5.  The subject is extremely popular at this school. We also have an excellent record of academic success shown below and in 2015 we achieved the best A2 results in Buckinghamshire.
	2017
	A Level
	GCSE

	A*
	14%
	23.7%

	A*-A
	46%
	55.7%


As a department we also enjoy enriching students understanding of our subject with a variety of different trips and experiences for all year groups. For example, we regularly take students on day trips to places like the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace and the Imperial War Museum but also some longer residential trips to Berlin, Vietnam and New York and Washington. 
We are looking for a passionate and engaging colleague with an excellent subject knowledge and an ability to support teachers in the delivery of outstanding lessons.



