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The Science Department

Staff

There are currently 10 specialist teachers in the department who are responsible for all aspects of the teaching of the sciences throughout the school.  All teachers are expected to teach GCSE and A level courses. Some teaching outside of subject specialism is expected at GCSE.   All staff members work together to continue to improve teaching and learning within the department.
Students

Each year group is divided into half-year populations with each population being placed into 4 or 5 sets.  The setting arrangements for Year 9 are determined by the three middle schools who use common tests to assess progress.  Set changes for each year group are discussed on 2/3 occasions throughout the year, for each year group.  Students in year 9 receive 7 one-hour science lessons per fortnight. Students in years 10 and 11 receive either 8 lessons (Combined Science) or 13 lessons (Triple Science) per fortnight.
Course Content

Students in Year 9, 10 and 11 follow the AQA GCSE (9-1) course in either Triple Sciences or Combined Science (trilogy). The department also offers an option course (BTEC Animal Care). Students in Year 12 and Year 13 follow the AQA A level Biology course or OCR A-Level courses in Chemistry and Physics. The department also offers BTEC Applied Science in year 12 and 13.
Results

We are pleased with our exam results but always strive to improve further.  Last year students achieved: 48% A*/A, 99% A*-C (Biology), 54% A*/A, 100% A*-C (Chemistry), 45% A*/A and 98% A*-C (Physics), 45% A*-C (Core Science) and 54% A*-C (Additional Science) with almost 80% of students achieving at least 3 levels of progress; At A level results were 54% A*-C (Biology) 79% A*-C (Chemistry) and 75% A*-C (Physics).
Resources

The science department has 13 teaching rooms, 10 of which are laboratories. Each room has a projector and some have an interactive whiteboard.  Two rooms are equipped with networked computers.  We use a range of different textbooks at GCSE level, the newest being the Oxford AQA GCSE Triple science books.  The department has a good range of GCSE and A Level equipment and benefits from the excellent support of experienced technicians.
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