THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT, KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL.
The English Department offers a worthwhile and stimulating range of learning experiences through the teaching of English.  The members of the department work as a team.  Colleagues share a common purpose but develop their individual approaches and bring their own styles and knowledge to the subject.  The members of the department support one another and share ideas in an ongoing dialogue, both formally at meetings and informally on a day-to-day basis.  This creates a positive atmosphere and gives a real sense of commitment and purpose to the delivery of the subject. 

The aim or vision of the department is to realise the academic and creative potential of all the pupils taking the subject at every key stage.  While academic results are important (and we are proud of our record), our broader aims are to develop an enjoyment of reading and the confident expression of creative ideas in both the written word and through speaking and listening.

The status of the English Department reflects its position as a core subject within this small and distinctive school.  The examination-oriented nature of much of the teaching that the successful applicant will undertake, means that an English specialist, qualified to good degree standard, is being sought to fill the post.  He or She will be expected to teach in key stages three, four and five and to share in the development of other initiatives developed by the department.
The Department is structured around four full-time, permanent posts and is looking to expand to five.  English is part of the Humanities Faculty and, as such, there is a collaborative approach to teaching and learning shared and developed with the other Humanities subjects.  King David has Humanities College specialist status and enjoys purpose built, state of the art facilities.
Pupils are taught in mixed-ability form groups in Years 7 and 8.  They are then set in Years 9, 10 and 11.  Our courses are designed to cover a wide range of aspects including literature, media and drama.  The focus of the work is on producing individuality in response as well as a high level of competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening.  The department follows an agreed scheme of work at KS3, delivered through “units” and assessed using robust criteria, which is managed by the KS3 Co-ordinator but delivered by the whole department.  The AQA specifications are followed at both GCSE and A Level, where we offer popular and well-subscribed courses in both English Literature (Specification A) and English Language.

Extra-curricular activities are regularly arranged and are regarded as an extension of the department’s teaching work.  The pupils respond enthusiastically to any opportunity offered.  They are generally a highly motivated group who work hard and enjoy participation in activities such as drama, debating, reading, recitation and creative writing.  This makes the teaching intensive but even more rewarding.      
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