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The Staff, Accommodation and Resources

The Business Studies department consists of six teachers including a Head of Business Studies and a Second in Business Studies.  All members of the department are specialist Business Studies and Economics teachers and teach the full ability range. There are 3 fully networked computer suites and a departmental office.  
Each classroom is equipped with ‘interactive’ whiteboards. The department is extremely well resourced with a range of textbooks, lesson plans, and worksheets and subscribes to Business Review and Economics Review.   

Curriculum Provision

Key Stage 4

Pupils follow the GCSE Business Studies (WJEC) course, which is taught for five, one hour lessons per fortnight.  Business Studies is a popular option subject and there are currently four classes in both Year 10 and 11.  The value added measures have been consistently good.  In 2017, 89% of students gained grades A*-C.
BTEC Business First Award (Edexcel) is taught over 5 one hour lessons per fortnight. There are currently 2 classes in both Year 10 and 11.  The results for 2017 were 100% pass rate.  
GCSE and BTEC Business is delivered from the summer term of Year 9.
Key Stage 5

At Key Stage 5, AS Business is also a popular subject.  A-Level Business Studies (AQA) is taught over 8/9 hours per fortnight.  BTEC Diploma in Business is taught over 16/18 hours per fortnight.  BTEC Extended Certificate in Business is taught over 8/9 lessons.  Economics (Edexcel) is taught over 8/9 lessons.  Positive value added outcomes have been achieved over both one and three year rolling timescales.  Students frequently choose to study Business or a related Business studies course at university.
Extra Curricular

Each year the department takes Year 12 and 13 business and economics students on a foreign business/industrial tour to Barcelona where students have the opportunity to visit various organisations such as Torres Vineyard, La Bolsa Stock Exchange and Seat Car Plant or Brussels where visits include the Stella Artois Brewery, The Duval Chocolate Factory and the Coca-Cola factory.  This year students will go to Belgium.  At Key Stage 4, all business students visit Woburn Safari Park as part of the controlled assessment. 
The provision for enrichment within school include a Pro-share Competition where our students regularly go through to the regional finals and “Business Lunch” where we invite guest speakers into school on a fortnightly basis to speak to business students over a buffet lunch.  Speakers this academic year have included the Business Editor of the Sunday Times, the President of the National Union of Farmers, the Community and Affairs Director of Tesco plc, the CEO of Teens Unite and many local entrepreneurs.
Business and Economics students also participate in the National Competitions ‘Dragons’ Apprentice Challenge’ and this year were the overall winners.
Business, Enterprise and PSHCE

The department is involved in the design and delivery of a whole school Enterprise curriculum and PSHCE programme at both Key Stage 3 and 4.  This has included “Marketing Challenge”, Learning about Personal Finance, Money Management and Team working.
Each year during Enterprise Week Year 10 students develop and run their own businesses with all proceeds going to charity.

Induction and Support

The school is very conscious of its duty to offer effective induction and support to new and experienced teachers.  The school and the local authority also provide a full programme of induction courses.

Letter of Application

In their letter of application, which should not exceed two sides of A4, candidates should, amongst other points, describe their approach to the teaching of Business Studies and Economics. 
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