Design and Technology at George Spencer Academy
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This is an exciting time for Design and Technology both nationally and within our school. George Spencer Academy is a nationally recognised school, which is neither complacent nor content. We are looking forward to building upon our existing strong foundations. As a faculty, we embrace curriculum change and look forward to seeing continued improvements in standards of teaching and learning.

Background and Developments in Design and Technology

All students study Design and Technology and Food Preparation and Nutrition at KS3. In KS4, currently all students follow Design and Technology or Food Preparation and Nutrition. 
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The faculty operates in an integrated manner drawing upon the specialisms of Textiles, Systems and Control, Resistant Materials, Electronics and Graphics. Food Preparation and Nutrition is also a strength having remained within the faculty. A strong team approach allows everyone to have an input into curriculum reviews, course development and the development of the faculty as a whole. 
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Design and Technology is housed entirely on the Upper Site. We are well resourced with facilities including two Textiles Technology suites incorporating Scan and Sew capability and sublimation printing, CAD/CAM capability, three manufacturing suites suitable for Resistant Materials/Systems and Control and Electronics, a purpose built design centre for the delivery of Graphics and two Food rooms. The Faculty also has access to two well-equipped ICT suites within the department.
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Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups in KS3 and KS4. Design and Technology specialists and “in-class” support caters for individual needs. In KS3, we are embracing the changes to the new National Curriculum. The faculty aims to give pupils a broad experience in a range of materials in order that they can design and make quality products.

At KS4, students all learn about Core Technical Principles and opt to study a Specialist Technical Principle in more depth. In the sixth form, students are able to study Advanced Level Design and Technology (Product Design). We also offer Art and Design Textiles.
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We are proud of our KS4 examination success, with pupils consistently achieving over 80% A*- C’s across all the Design and Technology subjects. We are constantly striving to build upon these achievements. In the feedback following Ofsted it was noted that pupils’ attainment was well above national averages at the end of KS3 and KS4. 

The Schools role as an Academy and Technology College is pivotal to all we strive to achieve. Design and Technology is a highly regarded subject within the school, contributes significantly to the schools ongoing success and is well supported/valued.
The Post 
Full time (part time considered) Teacher of Design and Technology 
From January 2018 or sooner if possible (2 terms in the first instance)
If you share our excitement for future curriculum development and feel that you can make a contribution to the teaching and learning at George Spencer Academy, then I would encourage and invite you to apply for this post.
The position offers the opportunity for an experienced or newly qualified teacher to join an established and hardworking team.

The successful candidate will be expected to:

· have an awareness of KS3/4 and KS5 curriculum developments

· collaborate with colleagues on the planning and development of new curriculum developments

· offer imaginative and inspirational approaches to teaching and learning

· be confident in using ICT 

· contribute to the continued success of the department

Be inspiring, join us.

Method of Application 
1) Complete the application form on line. 

2) A current CV is only required if you feel that you need to provide additional information to the application form.

Please give examples from your own experience, where possible, to illustrate your response.
Nick Platts

Curriculum Leader for Design Technology
