SOUTHFIELD SCHOOL


History 
History is part of the Global Awareness curriculum strand which also includes geography, RS, politics, PSHEC, French and German.  There is a strong emphasis on teamwork within the subject area and across the different departments. 
History benefits from the use of a suite of rooms, largely on one floor of the main building, with easy access to the “Learning Resources Area” and three computer suites.   All classrooms have fixed projectors and interactive whiteboards.
Students achieve a high level of success in humanities subjects at GCSE and A Level.  This year 76% across the school achieved 5 A*-C, in history the figure was 89.7%.  At A level we have a 100% pass rate. Results are always above average for the school and nationally.  This success has contributed to the healthy number of students who choose to study history both at GCSE and A level.  In the last year we have had to create a second A level group and this has contributed to the need to expand the team.
History continues to attract a lot of numbers for GCSE courses.  The AQA new curriculum is followed and this approach influences the way in which we approach teaching in the lower school and at A level.  At GCSE students study ‘Britain: Health and the People’, ‘Elizabethan England 1568-1603’, ‘Conflict and Tension 1918-1939’ and ‘Germany 1890-1945’.
We also use AQA for our A level course.  At A2 students study; ‘The Tudors: England, 1485-1603’ and ‘Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953’ over a two year period.  A new NEA is to be confirmed, but it is likely to centre around 100 years of German history within the 20th century.
A number of school trips are organised each year.  Recently two sixth formers visited Auschwitz, year 11 have visited Boughton House as part of their coursework remit; later in the academic year a visit to the Imperial War Museum will occur for year 9 students and A level students will be attending a series of lectures held in London on the Tudors. 
