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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Thank you for responding to our advertisement.  We hope you are enthusiastic, energetic, a good communicator and enjoy the challenges and many rewards that come with the profession.

Why the West Hatch English Department?

The English Department at West Hatch High School is successful, supportive and friendly.  We occupy five classrooms in a purpose built building, all equipped with Interactive Whiteboards, TV, DVD and audio resources as well as individual sets of dictionaries and thesauruses.

Our departmental office is well stocked with classic and contemporary fiction as well as a range of non-fiction texts, a worksheet bank and a growing bank of Schemes of Work designed within the framework of the NLS. The department office has a printer and photocopier for staff use, and members of the department are issued with laptops, enabling easy access to the internet, intranet and shared English resources.  We also subscribe to various English journals and websites that offer an excellent reference medium. 
How We Work

· Key Stage 3

We have a top set in each half of the year group (West and Hatch) the rest of the pupils are taught in a mixed ability setting. Pupils are exposed to a wide range of skills to support their transition to GCSE in Year 10. 

In Years 7 and 8, Sixth Form Community Service students also listen to pupils reading on a regular basis.  All pupils are provided with a recommended reading list suitable for their age and ability range and we use the Accelerated Reader programme to help further imbed reading.

Pupils’ writing skills are developed through numerous extended writing opportunities followed by prompt teacher feedback with learning targets.  All pupils are provided with a Spelling List of words which they learn throughout the year.

Pupils are provided with structured Speaking and Listening tasks throughout the year,  using an adapted GCSE criteria as a point of reference when setting their targets for improvement.

Homework is set twice a week at Key Stage 3, one of which is a reading homework the other a written piece.
Pupils’ work is regularly marked using the Department Marking policy.  Targets are set for improvement so that pupils are aware with what they need to do in order to improve.   Assessments are completed on a half termly basis and marks recorded on the Departmental database.

All pupil data is kept on a Department computer database which teachers are regularly required to update. This allows us to monitor pupils’ progress and intervene where necessary.

 Key Stage 4
We have returned to teaching the AQA GCSE Language and Literature specifications for Years 10 and 11. We consistently achieve above the national average in our A* to C results and are a very well regarded Department within school.  We have a variety of resources at our disposal and are regularly renewing and updating Schemes of Work. 
Pupils are taught both Language and Literature courses simultaneously, often delivered by two different teachers per class, and terminate both at the end of Year 11. 
· Key Stage 5
We offer English Literature, English Language and English Language and Literature at  A Level and follow the EdExcel specifications. We do not offer AS Levels.  These are popular subject choices and a number of students have gone on to study English at University.  All routes involve a mixture of written coursework and public exams. We are following the Ed excel specifications for all 3 qualifications.
We regularly organize theatre trips for Sixth Formers as well as subject related  educational outings (for example a workshop at The Globe Theatre, a Literary walk, text related conferences, visit to The British Library).
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