ENGLISH MARTYRS’ CATHOLIC SCHOOL
DESIGN DEPARTMENT
The Design department comprises of the subjects Food & Nutrition, Production Arts, Product Design and Fashion and Textiles.  The department is located at the heart of the school in well-equipped rooms and workshops. We are a close knit and supportive team who work collaboratively with each other and in cross curricular projects across the school.
The school’s curriculum has been considerably enhanced by its Performing Arts ethos and the Design department has developed close links with the Performing Arts team especially through the Production Arts courses offered.  
The Design department is due to relocate to purpose built brand new accommodation including new workshops and facilities as part of a school expansion programme in the next two years.
The Curriculum

As a department we want our young people to use their talents to the full, to be creative and at the same time critical.  We want them to be aware of the world and the impact that Design has on our culture and the culture of others.  We want our students to understand the contribution of Design to spiritual growth, self-fulfilment and to our economic well being.

In Year 7 and 8 the students follow a ‘carousel’ arrangement involving Art, Product Design, Food and Nutrition and Textiles.  Students make their choices for their GCSE options in year 8 and will begin to study their chosen subjects at the beginning of year 9.
Currently we offer a GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition and Art and Design: Textiles and a Level 2 BTEC in Production Arts. We will be introducing Level 2 Technical Awards in Craft and Catering and Hospitality from September 2018.

We currently offer a Level 3 BTEC in Production Arts which enables students to develop their skills in the technical aspects of theatre. The department plays an important role in both the costume production and stage management side of school theatre productions and this is an area we are keen to maintain going forward.
Extra-curricular activities are an important part of our work and these include key stage 3 clubs across the department as well as opportunities for the students to catch up on controlled assessment and to work on the technical aspects of the school’s various performances. 

In support of our varied curriculum the department organises various visits to the theatre, museums and fashion shows. These provide exciting opportunities to inspire students as well as assist them with controlled assessment and portfolio work.
The school embeds creativity into the curriculum and as a department empowered by a commitment to creativity, teamwork, reflection and investigation we are key practitioners.
We hope that if you share this philosophy you will love to join our team! If you would like to make an informal visit to the school, please contact Mr Stephen Cajkler, Assistant Principal at the school.
