History at Oulder Hill 
The History Department is part of a larger Humanities Faculty which is committed to achieving the best outcomes for all our students. The aims of the Humanities Faculty are consistent with the aims of the school. In particular the Humanities Faculty aims are:-

1. To promote and maintain lasting student interest in Humanities subjects and to create an atmosphere where students are comfortable with their role as active learners. To develop a dynamic learning environment where teachers are confident with subject delivery and students are given opportunity to maximize their potential. Resources are used effectively to ensure a high level of achievement for students.

2. To encourage students to pursue enquiry and develop skills including data presentation, evaluation of sources, balanced analysis and conclusion. To promote curiosity about enquiry and to equip students with the skills needed to pursue an enquiry.
We work collaboratively to promote the enjoyment and success of humanities teaching and learning at Oulder Hill. The quality of teaching and learning throughout the faculty is a strength and we are committed to working together as a supportive team.
All members of the Humanities Faculty are expected to be committed to and contribute to the delivery of Religious Studies – particularly at Key Stage 3.

Successes

History is a popular subject at Oulder Hill. The uptake of History at GCSE has been consistently high over the last four years and there are currently four classes in Year 9 and three classes in Year 10. Our results in 2017 were comparable nationally and we with 60% achieving A*-C. History is widely regarded as an enjoyable subject in school and we have successfully raised the profile of History and Humanities throughout the school and community. 

The History Department takes the lead role in raising awareness of key issues such as Remembrance and the Holocaust across the whole school. Our successful Crime and Punishment trip to Whitechapel, Battlefields trips and KS3 trips to the Royal Armouries and the Slavery Museum contribute to the positive vibe surrounding History in school.
Curriculum

Currently, year 7 and year 8 have one lesson of History per week. Students choose their Options during year 8 and year 9 is a Foundation year for Key Stage 4 with the focus on preparing students with the skills needed at GCSE. The curriculum at Key Stage 3 is up for review in the summer term. Currently, the students learn:
Year 7

Medieval Realms
Tudors and Stuarts

Local study – Rochdale

Year 8

Empire and Slavery
Power to the People – a history of protest
World War One

World War Two

The Holocaust 

Year 9

Autumn term

Jack the Ripper – source enquiry unit

Year 9-11 GCSE Edexcel History B – Schools History Project
Paper 1: Historic environment – Whitechapel

Crime and Punishment in Britain c 1000 – present day

Paper 2: Superpower relations and the Cold War 1945-91


    Early Elizabethan England 1553-88

Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39

Resources
The Humanities Faculty has its own ICT suite and a large shared folder of resources. There is a visualiser and a SMART board in every classroom. We have an extensive DVD library and artefacts, to support the delivery of key parts of our curriculum.

Developments

In the immediate future we aim to move forward in several areas.

1. Continue to plan to develop our work in Key Stage 4 as a result of increasing numbers and changes to the GCSE specifications.

2. Evaluate our Key Stage 3 curriculum in the light of changes to the National Curriculum.
3. Increase the extra-curricular and extended learning opportunities for all our students.
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