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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT
The Modern Foreign Language Department at Calderstones School is a forward thinking team of specialists. Our pupils are very successful at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5.

All pupils study French in Years 7 – 9, and it is a popular option at both GCSE and ‘A’ level.  Results at GCSE and A ‘level are among the most impressive in the school and are well above national averages at A*-C. Spanish was introduced in September 2009 as a second language and is currently taught at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5. 
The pattern of language teaching at Calderstones is as follows:

· In Year 7 French is taught in mixed ability sets until the October half term.  Students are placed in sets from October onwards and have three one hour lessons in years 7 and 8 and two one hour lessons in Year 9. Spanish has been introduced in year 7 this year to select groups of students. They continue to study Spanish for two hours in years 8 and 9.
· A large proportion of students study at least one language at Key Stage 4 as a language is compulsory for many students. In current Year 9, over 100 students have opted to take French next year with another 46 opting for Spanish.  We follow the AQA GCSE full course from Year 10.
· In Years 12 and 13, students are prepared for WJEC AS and A2 papers in French and Spanish, using a variety of resources.  We attract a number of ‘A’ level students from other schools. All students have 1 hour weekly conversation classes with the FLA.
The Department is located in the recently built Arts Wing of the school and has access to a range of excellent facilities and resources.  Use of ICT in teaching and learning is first-class and constantly improving. All teaching rooms are purpose-built, modern and spacious, each with its own large stockroom and interactive whiteboard.
In the Modern Foreign Language Department we value teamwork and commitment.  We also value the ability to communicate enthusiasm for our subject to pupils and colleagues alike.   The Department aims to make the learning of a foreign language an exciting and rewarding experience for all pupils.
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