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Job Role:  Lead for Key Stage 3 English 
Thank you for showing an interest in this post at Heathcote School. We appreciate that applying for a new position is labour intensive and, as well as us finding the right candidate, you need to decide if the school is the right fit for you. You will find information regarding the post in this pack, and more general information about the school on our website. You are encouraged to visit the school prior to interview, and you can also request a phone conversation with Emma Hillman, the Headteacher.

The Post
We are looking for a candidate with the experience and/or understanding to work with the Director of English to develop a department where there are true opportunities for the development of learning and teaching enabling pupils in Key Stage 3 and staff, at all levels of their careers, to thrive. This is in line with the school vision of Encourage, Challenge, Succeed. The department currently has a second in department, Leader for Key Stage 3 and 5 and Progress Leader.
You will need to have an understanding of effective leadership, and a commitment with the HOD to ensuring the highest standards of learning and teaching and narrowing the gap for our pupils, especially ensuring that our many higher ability pupils are stretched and challenged through an exciting and thought-provoking curriculum that retains both the romance and the rigour of English. In particular, we expect an absolute commitment to our school ethos and the principles of inclusion and be able to work in a high challenge, low threat way enabling members of the school community to grow and develop. We have a team of enthusiastic staff and Middle Leaders who are committed to driving school improvement.
The school needs to secure a good in the next Section 5 inspection (prior to July 2019) and so we need a candidate who has is also committed to supporting whole school development; there are no short term fixes to deep school improvement.. Our school, staff and pupils have huge potential to be the best in all areas leading our school retaining its community status (which we are very proud of) and becoming the school of choice in our area. We will ensure you are developed to become an outstanding leader.
A sound moral compass is imperative and a belief that every child has the potential to encourage, challenge and succeed and become self-aware and independent during their time at Heathcote.  A strong track record of high quality teaching is  a given. We expect every teacher to be at least a consistently good practitioner, and our leadership team to have a strong track record in the classroom.
The School 
The School retained its good Ofsted status in a section 8 inspection in January 2018 and we are driving an ambitious plan to ensure the school continues to retain this good by the next inspection. I arrived in September 2017 and am absolutely committed to reviewing all practice to ensure that the school is able to grow and develop and reach the outcomes that our pupils deserve. There is much to be done but staff are committed and driven to ensure the best for all.
Our school is expanding to eight form entry and has an incredibly successful sixth form. We are a diverse school with White British being our biggest group.  Over a quarter of our pupils are eligible for Pupil Premium, and we have all socio-economic groups of the local area represented. We have equal numbers of boys and girls. We have amazing resources and a stunning school site close to the forest.
Our pupils are very friendly and polite and we need to ensure that the opportunities they get are second to none. We need to ensure they are as ambitious for their futures as we are for them and enable them to meet the demands of the 21st century both academically and socially. This is a hugely exciting time to join the school as we grow and develop to become the best.
If you are looking to join a school which is on a rapid trajectory of improvement, and also to develop your skills on the journey to be a Middle Leader, then this is an exciting opportunity for you.

We look forward to receiving your application.
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Emma Hillman


Headteacher
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