WOODLANDS SCHOOL

SCHOOL MEALS SUPERVISORY ASSISTANT

JOB DESCRIPTION

Job purpose

Responsible under the direction of the Head teacher or Deputy Head teacher for meal and break time duties including supporting feeding, eating and play for young children with learning difficulties.

Main duties

· Supporting mealtime feeding and eating under the direction of the class teacher and in conjunction with any relevant therapist
· Supporting children in playtime activities in line with their particular needs.
· Supporting the personal care and toileting needs of pupils as required.
Main activities

· Sharing the supervision and feeding of children at mealtimes with the other SMSA’s and teaching staff 

· Supporting play activities both in and outside of the classroom. 

· Taking shared responsibility for the personal care needs of pupils including toileting.

· Exercising vigilance in respect of health and safety in the playground, toilet and the dining room and, when appropriate, requesting First Aid support.

To undertake appropriate training (with pay) that may be required to fulfil the duties and responsibilities of the job.

PERSON SPECIFICATION

Job Related Knowledge

· Awareness of the needs of pupils at different stages of learning.

· Awareness of the needs and sensitivities of children from different backgrounds. 

Job related Aptitudes and Skills

· The ability to support children’s feeding/eating under supervision and to understand that this activity is a part of their learning.

· The ability to manage children’s personal care needs with respect and sensitivity.

· The ability to motivate children in their play and learning.

· The ability to understand that children’s behaviour has a range of causes.

· A willingness to contribute to the general ethos of the school.

· A strong ability to communicate effectively with both children and adults is essential.

Experience / Training
· Experience of working in a school environment preferred.
Physical

· No specific requirements but applicants will need to be able to be physically active and in good health.

Equal Opportunities

· A commitment to and an understanding of equality of educational opportunities for all children regardless of gender and ethnic origin.


Please address all areas of the person specification within your supporting statement. 

Candidates cannot be short listed for the post without this statement.
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