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SCIENCE FACULTY

Staffing

The Science Faculty is currently made up of a team of thirteen full-time teachers, two part-time teachers and three laboratory technicians. A large number of these teachers have roles of responsibility, either within science or as members of the school Pastoral Team. The organisation of the Faculty revolves around the three key subject areas, each of which has a Subject Leader to oversee the curriculum for their area of expertise. Regular meeting slots are provided for the departmental heads to meet with their teams as part of the school INSET programme.


Rooming and Resources

The Science Faculty is suited in a specialist area of ten laboratories and two prep rooms, with a communal marking room and a Faculty office. All of the laboratories have a built-in overhead projector in addition to the usual suite of scientific equipment for practical work. We operate a highly successful iPads for Learning scheme with all students having access to an iPad mini – this has transformed the way students learn and use ICT in school and at home.  This initiative has had a significant impact on the way students learn science at Haslingden High School.


Curriculum

At Haslingden High School, students undertake a course of Key Stage 3 material for the first two years. This is an in-house programme of study supported in part by the ‘Exploring Science’ series, utilising both text books and the full set of teacher support materials. The course seeks to ensure that students experience an engaging, practical course which supports their entry into Key Stage 4 at the beginning of Year 9. Students receive three lessons of combined ‘Science’ per week; wherever possible these are taught by the same teacher but in some cases classes are split between two staff members. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At Key Stage 4, students have the opportunity to select science as one of their ‘option’ choices; those who do so receive an extra three lessons of science per week and will study the three separate AQA GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics. Students who have not taken ‘Triple Science’ as an option choice study the AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy course from the start of Year 9 and receive six Science lessons per week split evenly between three subject specialists.

This variety of curricula, and a flexible approach to the numbers of students entering each pathway year-on-year, is at the very core of ensuring that every student has the ability to study a course which is best suited to their individual ability and aspiration in the spirit of Haslingden High School’s chief aim; Achievement for All.
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