Appointment (Maternity Cover) of Part Time Teacher of Design and Technology for November 2018 
The School
Sutton Valence School is an HMC co-educational day and boarding school with strong local roots in the heart of Kent, catering for a broad-ability cohort of pupils from three to eighteen years of age. Every child will have a different journey at Sutton Valence, but all will have been supported in their individuality.

 

After several years of improving academic results, it is the School’s strategic aim to remain in the top 10% of schools nationally for added value.  On average, our students will gain results at A Level that out-perform their predicted grade on entry to the School by at least 0.5 of a grade. However, whilst academic success is paramount, it is only one measure of success; equally impressive is the breadth of education on offer for our broad ability intake.

 

Individuality, confidence without arrogance and the strength of character to meet the complexities of modern living with equanimity are the hallmarks of a Sutton Valence pupil.

 

Founded by the philanthropy of William Lambe to educate the boys of the village, Sutton Valence remains a predominately local school, enriched by a small, but diverse, overseas cohort. The School’s roll is currently 560 of which 160 are boarders.  Class sizes are small and the overall pupil-staff ratio of 9:1 enables Sutton Valence pupils to benefit from the close guidance and individual attention of teachers.  The academic staff are all highly qualified subject specialists with high personal standards and expectations of their pupils’ effort and achievement. 

 

Contained within the 100 acre site, there are dedicated games pitches, an all-weather playing surface, a sports centre, which contains a fitness suite, an all-weather athletics track and field sports arena and an indoor six-lane swimming pool.  Sutton Valence Preparatory School occupies its own site in the neighbouring village of Chart Sutton and currently has 300 pupils between the ages of 3 and 11. 

 

The School is part of, and overlooks, the picturesque village of Sutton Valence whilst being just five miles from Maidstone and within convenient travelling time from central London.  The Eurostar station at Ashford makes access to Europe straightforward and Heathrow and Gatwick airports are within easy reach of Sutton Valence. 

The School’s Vision, Mission and Ethos

Vision

Through membership of our community and the academic and co-curricular opportunities it provides, we believe that all young people in our School will be enabled to fulfil their true potential. We want our students to be confident civilised, tolerant and open-minded individuals who possess a love of learning and a strong set of values reflecting our principles as a Christian Foundation. 


Our Mission is to provide: 

· A caring, supportive and inclusive community for the education of children aged 3-18, day and boarding;

· A challenging, relevant and broad curriculum delivered in ways that allow all to achieve;

· An outstanding range of sporting, artistic, cultural and social activities, and opportunities so that children can develop skills such as self-discipline, commitment, leadership and teamwork;

· A safe, secure and stimulating environment which promotes excellence, independence and high standards whilst providing support to all who need it.

· A grounding in moral and spiritual understanding which will promote respect for others, along with self-respect. 

Ethos
A community where each cares for all and individuality is cherished.
The Design and Technology Department
Design and Technology is a strong, popular and successful department, housed in its own well-equipped building comprising workshops, teaching rooms and CAD/CAM provision.

The subject is compulsory in the First, Second and Third Forms and then as an option at GCSE and A Level, where there is a good uptake.

DT at Key Stage 3 is largely skills based, whilst giving each pupil the opportunity to develop their own creativity through design-and-make projects. Pupils will follow design-and-make projects in a range of materials, based on the area of product design, which will allow pupils to focus on a broad range of tasks from product design and manufacture, using wood, metal, plastics and electronics, to packaging, marketing and advertising. 

Graphical techniques and practical skills are reinforced with technological theory in order to create a sound foundation for those that wish to follow the subject through to GCSE and A Level in product design.

Examination results are excellent and the department prides itself on achieving high scores in relation to value added.

The post requires a part-time member of staff capable of teaching lower school, GCSE and A Level to a high standard. Applicants should be able to demonstrate an all-round ability in the subject area, including ability in a wide range of practical skills and the use of CAD/CAM, and should hold the relevant machining and health and safety certificates; 
Applicants will be expected to support the departmental use of ICT for administrative, as well as teaching purposes and are therefore need to have a high level of competence in this area.

The Appointment

We are looking for a well-qualified and enthusiastic teacher who may be a recent graduate (ideally with a PGCE), or a more experienced teacher.  The person appointed would be expected to teach 16 academic lessons of an hour each over the course of Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings and throughout the day on Monday and Wednesday.  There will be no requirement to teach on a Saturday.  An ability to teach both the most academic and the less able with equal confidence is a primary requirement of the position. The department’s teaching style is very much centred on the pupils and their individual needs, and the successful candidate should be fully committed to this aim.  

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. A copy of the School’s Child Protection policy is available on the website, which applicants are encouraged to read before interview. 

 

Salary will be at the appropriate point on the Sutton Valence pay scale.  Teachers are expected to participate in the Department for Children, Schools and Families’ pension scheme, unless they chose to opt out.  Staff may use the fitness facilities in the Sports Hall, during the designated times; similarly, the School swimming pool.  

Any offer of appointment will be subject to satisfactory references, the completion of a successful medical examination and criminal record check via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

 

Letters of application should state what particular skills and attributes you could bring to Sutton Valence School, brief details of how you fit the position, including specific details of skills, experience and achievements, and details of any interests and hobbies. 
 

Letters of application, together with a completed application form and monitoring form, should be sent as soon as possible to the Headmaster at: 
Sutton Valence School, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, Kent ME17 3HL.  

Telephone no: 01622 845203, fax:  01622 845301, or by email to hmsec@svs.org.uk.    

 

Closing date:  Friday 21st September 2018
