WALTON HIGH SCHOOL

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT
We are a small department that touches many curriculum areas as well as our own. Our curriculum core is the National Curriculum for music, as accepted nationwide. 
We teach KS3 music to mixed ability tutor groups, allocating time for practical and theory work within each lesson. Year 7 students have 2x50 minute lessons per week, Year 8 students have 1x50 minute lesson per week. At KS4, students have the option to choose Music and/or Drama as a GCSE Subject, following the Edexcel course for Music, and the AQA course for Drama. GCSE groups are allocated 3x50 minute lessons per week. At KS5, we follow the Edexcel Music course, with excellent results in the past few years.  We are introducing the BTEC Level 3 in Music and Music Technology from September 2018 as part of the school’s development of the sixth form curriculum.
The department, working closely with Entrust Music and Performing Arts Service, offers staff and students the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of the arts, with “training” ensembles and staff-inclusive extracurricular groups. We currently have Training and Senior Wind Bands, String Ensembles, Junior and Senior Choirs, as well as a wide variety of smaller, student-led groups. These groups are showcased in two major concerts in the Autumn and Summer terms, as well as through a variety of smaller events throughout the academic year. The team is dedicated to including musicians of all abilities in activities, the only prerequisite being a willingness to participate. Working as part of a three-person team, you will have plenty of opportunity to develop existing skills, as well as branching out to learn new ones. 

Many of our students take the opportunity to buy into the music tuition scheme offered in partnership with Entrust.  Six visiting teachers, covering orchestral instruments, guitar, keyboard and voice, deliver 20-minute lessons to small groups and individual students throughout the academic year. 
Accommodation is in a purpose built suite of rooms in the David Hardman Building and consists of two large and one smaller classrooms, music tuition room, instrument store/teaching room and six practice rooms.  There is also the potential to upgrade the existing recording studio that is situated between the tuition room and the largest classroom. Each classroom is equipped with projectors, attached to the teaching computer, and sound systems.  There are seven additional computers within the department all of which are equipped with Guitar Pro, Sibelius 7 and, being on trolleys, are moveable.  We also have a number of acoustic, electric and bass guitars, keyboards, 7 pianos and three clavinovas.  Every student is expected to purchase a recorder in Y7.
The Department is a high profile department within our high achieving school, with a reputation of excellent practice, high expectations and an ethos of mutual respect.
