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Introduction

The Science Department is a key department in the school and is a friendly hard working team of specialist teachers across the 3 disciplines. Scientific investigation is fully embedded in our teaching as we strive to bring science to life with creative and innovative lessons. Science Education is fundamental to understanding the world around us and students are encouraged to develop their understanding of science in a variety of ways. The Science department is based on two floors in Sharman House with a large team of staff that operate closely together. It is the largest department in the school with both teaching and technical staff and is well led by a Head of Department, Heads of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
Student Outcomes

In 2017, 75% of our students achieved 2 ‘Good’ Sciences (A*-C) for either the Core and Additional Science course or at least 2 out of the 3 sciences offered in the Separate Science award. In addition to this, 98% of our Separate Science students received A*-C. The A-level sciences are popular courses in our 6th form and students consistently perform well across the 3 sciences. We have an upward trend showing across all areas of the sciences department in terms of student outcomes over the last 3 years.

Curriculum

Science is taught right through to A-level beginning with 4 x 50 minute lessons a week for Yrs 7-9, then 6 lessons a week for all students taking Science at Key Stage 4. At AS and A-level in the Sixth Form we have 6 lessons a week each for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. We offer a 2 year Key Stage 3 course and follow the ‘Activate Science’ Scheme. We start the science GCSE course in Year 9 and follow the Edexcel specification for combined science and separate sciences. At A-level, the Biology and Chemistry department follow the OCR specification and the Physics department follow the AQA specification. 
Resources

We have 8 laboratories in the Sharman building. The department is well equipped with three preparation rooms and a full range of basic equipment. We have a good range of data logging equipment and laptops and each laboratory has 6 desktop PCs and a printer for student access.
All teachers have laptop PCs and all the Science laboratories have digital projectors. The laptops are used for electronic registration, lesson plans and access to a range of Science specific software. Linked to our digital projectors we can show videos and DVD’s, and use powerpoint presentations during lessons. The department has a large collection of powerpoint lessons and other software programmes for topics covered at Key stage 3 and GCSE and all Science teachers are ICT proficient. The school has recently earned the nationally prestigious ICT Mark.
Staffing
The Science department are a fantastic bunch of dedicated professionals who are all subject specialists and work tirelessly to support students to develop their Scientific skills. The department is led by the Head of Department, and Heads of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
We are committed to developing teachers at any stage of their career through departmental professional development, involvement in whole-school training initiatives. We also host PGCE and Schools Direct trainee teachers.

The department has strong links with other Science departments, local education services and universities. In particular we work closely and in equal partnership with the Science department at Grey Court School.

The department currently has 15 members of staff and is one of the largest departments in the school. We have three technicians who provide us with a valuable technical and reprographics service. We have regular departmental meetings and contribute to whole school initiatives and developments.
Enrichment
We run a variety of trips, visits and coursework fieldtrips as well as a number of activities for Science and Engineering week and a weekly science club.

