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The team:
Tanfield has a team of five teachers. The previous head of department is a senior leader and has been both assistant head teacher, and head of department for  8 years. He continues to teach within the department. The second in department has responsibility for assessment within the department. The department is very stable and there has been little turnover of staff over the last 5 years. The department are incredibly hard working and dedicated, striving to ensure that students enjoy their mathematics lessons as well as making good progress. There is a good working atmosphere within the department, staff willingly collaborate, offer support and challenge each other to produce the best possible outcomes for our students, there is a real sense of teamwork within the department.
All members are passionate about their subject, friendly and determined to drive change in order to improve results. All are subject specialists.
The curriculum:
Mathematics is taught in ability sets from years 7 to 11, currently all of our year 11 students are entered with AQA.
Black pens are used to write terminology, blue for definitions of terminology and of tier two and three vocabulary and green for notes, effects, contexts, purposes, discussions. Each lesson begins with a silent re-cap task to interleave knowledge across the course.
Homework is low stakes testing on Quizlet and tasks are mapped out on the programmes of study for each year group, to support interleaving and retrieval.
Numeracy is taught to small groups as a timetabled subject.
Year 7-9 currently have three lessons per week and at KS4, there are 7 across the two years (4 then 3, or vice versa). There are plans to increase this capacity in September 2018. 
Assessment:
Assessment currently takes place at the end of each half term, assessments in all year groups are made up of GCSE style questions There is an end of year examination for every year group. This expects students to draw upon all of their mathematical knowledge and skills
At KS4, AQA Mathematics is taught. Trial examinations take place at the end of year 10, in November and March of Year 11.
Results:
3 YEAR RESULTS TREND MATHEMATICS:
2017: 63.9% 9 – 4 
2016: 84.1% A*-C
2015: 80.7% A*-C
