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Job Description – Teacher of Biology (maternity cover)
THE SCHOOL 

King’s College School is an independent day school for boys aged 7 -18 and girls aged 16 -18. There are over 160 staff in the two common rooms and 130 non-teaching staff.  Founded in 1829 by Royal Charter, King’s is a school of over 1,400 pupils located in one of the most attractive and peaceful parts of London.  The original school buildings date from the 18th century and are surrounded by nearly 20 acres of sports pitches and laid-out gardens. Playing fields occupy a further 20 acres nearby. 

The senior school is one of the most successful in the world. In November 2017, King’s was awarded the title of The Sunday Times London Independent Secondary School of the year for 2017/18. Alastair McCall, Editor of The Sunday Times Parent Power, wrote: “King’s is the embodiment of everything you could want in a school.” This comes three years after King’s won the title of Sunday Times Independent School of the Year in 2014/15, whilst the school has also won ‘IB School of the Year’ and ‘Best for IB’ twice from The Sunday Times and The Week respectively. The most recent Good Schools Guide Review (2017) states: “Intellectually exhilarating yet principled, this is selective education at its very best… a real golden ticket.”

Academically, King’s is among the very best boys and co-ed independent schools in the UK, and indeed the number one boys/co-ed independent school in 2017 (The Sunday Times, November 2017). This summer, 48 pupils confirmed Oxbridge offers, 51% of all sixth form grades were A* at A level or 7 at IB Higher Level and 83% of all GCSEs were graded A*. 

The school plays 18 different sports against other schools, and its 1st XV had a highly successful season, including victory over Eton College.  Girls’ sport in the sixth form has been remarkably successful with King’s girls’ teams beating long-established girls’ schools in hockey and netball. 

The junior school, which shares the main campus, is equally sought-after for its combination of superb academic teaching, pastoral care, sport and activities. Drama and music in both the junior and senior schools are among the best in the UK, and the junior school has an impressive record of top positions in national sporting and academic competitions.
King’s prides itself on its combination of innovation and tradition.  The whole school is committed to the values of good discipline, hard work and good manners, but we are also keen to embrace new challenges.  In 2010 the sixth form became co-educational and this has been an outstanding success; we admit around 50 girls each year. We prepare sixth formers for both the International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) and A Levels.  Our curriculum at all levels encourages pupils to look beyond the rigours of the classroom, as the vibrant success of our drama, music and games departments indicates.  Just as important to us is the commitment we make to the Combined Cadet Force, the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, community service and our partnerships with 27 local maintained schools.  To enable so much to occur, Friday afternoons for year 9 and above are made over entirely to these, and other, activities.

Since September 2016, King’s has admitted boys aged eleven directly into the senior school. This has been a particularly successful move with 350 boys competing for the 44 places available. The new entry has already made the structure of King’s more open to a wider range of parental backgrounds, whilst preserving the very successful entry points at earlier ages into the junior school, and at 13 and 16 into the senior school. We note that of the new 11+ cohort, over half are coming to us from local primary schools. We have raised significant bursary funds to support the new 11+ senior school entry. 

The school is heavily oversubscribed throughout with between 5 and 10 applicants for every place.  Although pupils are admitted to the school without reference to their religious background, the school’s moral teaching is rooted in the Christian ethic.  

Alumni of the school include poet and painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, novelist Robert Graves, painter Walter Sickert, composer Robin Holloway, musicians Marcus Mumford (Mumford & Sons) and Dan Smith (Bastille), theatre director Christopher Luscombe, and the Hollywood film stars Ben Barnes and Khalid Abdalla.

The Corporation of King’s College School also owns a very popular pre-prep school. Wimbledon Common Preparatory School (known locally as “Squirrels”) is an all-boys pre-prep school located on the Ridgway, opposite King’s, in spacious accommodation with generous playing spaces.  The school is highly sought-after, and has been extensively refurbished by King’s in recent years. We also own a number of residential properties very near the school or near our off-site playing fields along with a boathouse at Putney.

In association with a leading educational business in China, Dipont, we are underway with plans to open a number of schools in China. Here, we act as consultants, and our income from these projects is invested in the King’s bursary fund. We are supporting two schools, one in Wuxi and one in Hangzhou, and have recently appointed head teachers for each of them.

For more information about King’s please see our website - www.kcs.org.uk 
THE DEPARTMENT

The biology department is dynamic and forward thinking and currently consists of seven well-qualified biologists who share the Senior School teaching between them.  The department has six teaching laboratories as well as a smaller specialist sixth form laboratory which is used for both teaching and extended practical work. The department is well resourced, for both practical and theory lessons.  Each laboratory is well equipped and maintained, including standard IT equipment along with all basic apparatus for experiments. We focus on enjoyable, stimulating and challenging classes, incorporating a variety of teaching styles and techniques, expecting the very highest standards from our students at all times.  We are supported by an experienced and capable team of dedicated science technicians, led by a Team Leader.

Like the rest of the school, results in the department are extremely strong. All boys in the middle school (national curriculum years 9-11) work towards the Edexcel IGCSE in biology. Last summer 97% of all candidates sitting the exam achieved a grade A* or A.  Biology is also an incredibly popular subject in the Sixth Form, where both Edexcel A level (Specification B) and the International Baccalaureate diploma programme are offered.  There are currently 151 students studying biology in the Sixth Form.  Last summer, A level pupils achieved 31% A* and 80% A*/A; whilst for IB, our students scored 89% level 6/7 at HL and 73% at SL.  

Degrees involving biology, including medicine, Natural Sciences, Biology and Biochemistry are very popular and students are exposed to a number of stimulating and challenging extension classes to help develop their understanding and interest in the subject further in preparation for the next stage in their education.

THE POST

This is an excellent opportunity for a Biology specialist to join a successful and thriving department from September 2018 for a one year, fixed-term maternity cover. The successful candidate would be expected to teach Biology to all levels from ages 11-18, although no prior experience of the IB is expected.  They will also be expected to contribute to the general running of the biology department on a day-to-day basis. 

APPLICATIONS

A completed Application Form, with full CV and covering letter in support of your application should be sent either by email to Recruitment@kcs.org.uk or by post (marked ‘Application’ in the top left hand corner to:

Mr Andrew Halls
Head Master
King’s College School

Southside

Wimbledon Common

London

SW19 4TT

Please note: incomplete applications (without all three requested documents being submitted) will not be accepted.
Closing date:  Monday 22nd January 2018 @ 12 noon
As part of the interview process all candidates will be required to teach a lesson, which will be observed by the head of department.  Preparation work in advance of the lesson will be required, and details will be provided prior to interview.

Early applications are welcome - the interview process may be staged and some interviews held in advance of the closing date if there is large number of applicants for the role.
PLEASE NOTE: 
The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  

Applicants will be required to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service.
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