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BEAMINSTER SCHOOL

The English Department

Autumn 2018
Dear Colleagues
Thank you very much for your interest in this post, and we hope that the information provided encourages you to make a formal application. We can offer you the rare opportunity of working in a small, rural, vibrant school community, situated in a delightful part of Dorset close to the Jurassic Coast, a World Heritage site. 

These are dynamic times in education with English playing a major role at the forefront of change, and we therefore seek an outstanding, innovative English teacher to complement and enhance our existing team. 
In addition to our recently appointed and highly experienced Head of English, the Department consists of five members of staff and an English Teaching Assistant. The Department has five teaching rooms and staff have their own laptop with a projector in every room. There is an established Study Support programme in English which works across Key Stage 4, specialist literacy teachers, and timetabled Accelerated Reader time at Key Stage 3. All teaching staff are also form tutors who play an important role in the wider life of the school.
The English Department is well resourced, and as a school we are always looking for new and innovative ways of delivering learning. 
At Key Stage 3 classes follow our recently enriched scheme of work which uses a variety of resources.  Year 7 are currently taught in streamed groups, whilst Years 8 and 9 are set by their English ability, currently in 3 broad upper groups with two smaller supported groups.
At Key Stage 4, students follow the AQA English syllabus course, achieving 75% at Level 4 in English and nearly 60% at Level 5 in 2018. Students are taught by the same teacher in Years 10 and 11 with well-established support sessions and targeted intervention.

At A level the AQA syllabus is followed in English Language and English Literature, with Film Studies introduced in September 2017. We have a lively, combined 6th Form with the nearby Sir John Colfox Academy in Bridport with staff from both campuses sharing teaching and working closely together on the planning and delivery of Sixth Form courses. Students travel between the sites as required, but staff teach only at their base school.

The Department makes a strong contribution to the extra-curricular life of the school with an outstanding track record of success over a number of years in the “Youth Speaks” public speaking competition, with teams winning through to the Regional final for the past two years, along with involvement in events such National Poetry Day and World Book Day, in addition to a range of trips and visits that run throughout the year. We also have strong links with our pyramid primaries, providing enrichment classes for the more able Year 6 pupils.  
Our most recent Ofsted inspection (September 2017) reflected the aims and ethos that we promote in our school: “Pupils are confident and safe and feel very well cared for. They respect each other and their teachers.” “Senior leaders are committed to providing a curriculum that fulfils the needs and capabilities of pupils.”
We hope the details supplied will give you all the information you need, but if you have any further questions, or would like to come and visit the school, please contact the Office Manager, Mrs Nicola Chalkley: NChalkley@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk or 01308 862633. We look forward to receiving your application and thank you, in advance, for what we know is a time-consuming process. 

The closing date for all applications is Monday 15th October 2018
Interviews will take place on Thursday 18th October 2018
