[image: image1.png]



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Director of Science:  Ms Debbie Russell
This is an opportunity to join a lively, enthusiastic and developing department of 22 science teachers. All our staff are highly qualified and there is a good balance of teaching experience, age and gender within the department. We have a strong leadership structure within the department split into key stages, with leaders within each key stage team all working under the Director of Science. There is a dedicated Science support staff team, made up of a team leader, two science curriculum officers and four technicians. We also have four specialist LSAs jointly attached to the Science and Mathematics departments. We have a strong team spirit, with a friendly and open atmosphere within the department and a large department office. Staff are very supportive of one another. New members of staff will receive mentoring during the first term as well as plenty of informal help from all members of the department.  Newly qualified teachers receive a wide range of additional support as part of their induction year.

The department has excellent facilities all situated in the Science building. These include eleven laboratories, three computer suits, five classrooms, and five preparation rooms.  Ipads can be booked for use in lessons.  In addition, all rooms and laboratories are fitted with an interactive whiteboard allowing creative interaction with learning resources. Every member of teaching staff is provided with a laptop.
The department has a clear educational direction for raising achievement by enhancing the quality of teaching and learning. We aim to use a wide variety of approaches so that our students enjoy their science lessons as well furthering their knowledge and understanding. Student response to science is good; students enjoy science and understand the importance of it to their future.  Increasingly students are entering the school with a good grounding in science from their primary schools.  The department aims to build on their previous experience and uses prior attainment data to ensure an appropriate level of challenge.
There is the opportunity to teach the full age and ability range here. 
At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8) we teach our own tailor made KS3 curriculum designed to engage and inspire students, as well as prepare them for the skills and knowledge they need for the GCSE curricula. 
At Key Stage 4 (Years 9-11) students follow either Combined or Single Science, depending on their options and ability. Most students study the AQA Combined GCSE curriculum, equivalent to two GCSEs whilst our top sets study Chemistry, Physics and Biology GCSE as separate Sciences. We currently offer A-levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics as well as Level 3 BTEC Courses in Applied Science.  There is good uptake on all courses. 
There is a strong teamwork ethos in the department. The department meets on a regular basis and all team members are encouraged to contribute towards the discussion, formulation and implementation of the departmental development plan. We are constantly reviewing our schemes of work, aiming to improve the quality of our teaching and learning by sharing good practice. There are two department briefing sessions a week. The Director of Science meets with all post holders regularly, which supports the smooth running of the department. There are many opportunities for personal and professional development as instanced by internal promotions. 
What we are looking for:

We are looking for a committed, enthusiastic and hard-working colleague to join the department who is passionate about teaching Science and wants their students to reach their potential.  You will be expected to contribute to the continued raising of achievement through a focus on the quality of teaching and learning and the strategies that can be used to enhance these areas.  The ability to work well with colleagues would be welcomed and a sense of humour is also helpful. 
We will provide support and training for an ambitious colleague.

Email address:	secretary@cheam.sutton.sch.uk              Website: www.cheam.sutton.sch.uk 
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