The Urmston Grammar Modern Languages Faculty

Head of Faculty: Mr Tony Elston

Head of German: Mrs Angie Rogers
Acting Head of French: Mr Martin Bridge
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Languages as Second Specialism

Urmston Grammar achieved Languages as Second Specialism status in April 2008, having already been a Science College since 2004. Specialist Language College funding lasted 2 years until the then Coalition Government came into power. We nevertheless still manage to offer extra-curricular Mandarin Chinese, Spanish and Italian in various guises, in addition to French and German from year 7 to A level.  We currently have two mixed-ability year 10 classes taking Spanish who will therefore be completing their GCSE in summer 2019.

Background  

We are a successful, committed and energetic team of linguists. Our success stems from our:

· considerable gift for languages;
· infectious enthusiasm for language learning

· high expectations of learners;
· keenness to learn from each other, including through peer observation;
· willingness to try new things;
· use of assessment for learning to support each learner;
· extensive knowledge of learners' strengths and weaknesses;
· regular feedback to pupils;
· readiness to enlist extra parental support where necessary;
· and finally, a dogged determination to help all pupils succeed.

When inspecting languages departments, Ofsted frequently observes major differences in the effectiveness of the teaching of one language compared to another within the same department. We are pleased that both our French, German and Spanish teachers work very effectively together. This said, we are constantly seeking opportunities to work even more closely together, so that all learners are clear about how to do well in ML. An example of this is the fact that our school planners for years 7-11 include some key language pages we devised ourselves. In September 2014 we moved from 4-form entry to 5-form entry, with the result that we have the one Year 10 form referred to above, whose first ML is Spanish.  

Languages Assistants

We are fortunate in having two FLAs, with whom we work closely. They spend their time mainly with French and German A-Level students but also do as much conversation practice with Year 10-11 as the timetable allows. 
Exam boards and textbooks
French, German and Spanish all use the same exam boards. This has helped us deepen our understanding of how best to help pupils, and has been especially helpful to students taking exams in both languages.

Exam

Board






      textbooks
GCSE

AQA
          
      




      expo 4 (French)

                                                                                                AQA Higher    

                                                                                                (German and Spanish)

A level
eduqas
   




      Elan 1+2

                                  





      Zeitgeist 1+2
KS3








      Allez 1-2  (French)

                                                                                                Zoom 1-2 (German)










      Zoom 1-2 (Spanish)

We have also invested heavily in class sets of The Oxford Learner’s dictionary to help promote deeper ML learning sooner (though we still have work to do in ensuring that sets return to their rightful place). 

Attainment in ML
All pupils study either French or German to GCSE; with the exception of 2 ‘legacy’ Spanish groups who are currently studying GCSE. As we have 5-form entry, two Year 7 classes French, two study German and the fifth alternates on a yearly basis. The 5th form in 2018-9 will study German. In years 8 and 9, most pupils have studied both French and German for at least 105 minutes per week per language, and a healthy number choose to keep up both languages to GCSE. 
At the end of KS3, most pupils attain what was formerly National Curriculum level 6, with some attaining level 7 or even 8, and a few level 5. 
At GCSE, virtually all pupils have consistently attained grade C (now 4) or above, often with over half the year group attaining A or A* (7-9 this summer). As a school, we aim to have no GCSE grades below B. The relative attainment of the majority of pupils is high in relation to pupils in many other grammar schools. Latest Raiseonline data shows strong value added for our GCSE ML results.
At A level, the vast majority of students attain grades A or B, and our ALPS scores show that students’ grades predominantly match or exceed predicted grades.
Advanced Extension Award and Oxbridge. A small number of our students sat AEA in the past, and all but one passed with merit or distinction. Since 2002, 10 of our Oxbridge applicants have been successful. In the past three years, 5 of our 6th Formers have received conditional offers to read ML at Oxford or Cambridge.
Challenges
Whilst working at UG is a privilege in many ways, it poses its own challenges, especially those of:

· suitably challenging every pupil in large, mixed ability classes;
· maintaining healthy numbers of ‘dual linguists’ at GCSE

· maintaining healthy numbers of A Level linguists now AS Level influence on student choices has diminished
· helping pupils who are under considerable pressure in many subject areas, to achieve their best in our own;
· marking and reporting on pupils' work.

Changes to our entrance exam for Year 7 mean that some year groups contain a disproportionate number of boys. As all MFL teachers know, teaching boys can be a challenge. It can also be highly rewarding. 

ICT

We have electronic whiteboards in each room and we make good use of our Languages ICT suite. We are always keen to develop ICT in ML and would welcome a new colleague with a clear view of the best ways forward as regards the most suitable hardware, software, internet links and exploiting VLE. Some colleagues are making great strides using their ipads to help teach.

Languages as second specialism
We currently offer:

- Mandarin for beginners, intermediate learners, and GCSE once a week outside of lessons; 
- Spanish Club;
- Italian for beginners, and to 6th Formers as part of COPE (Community and PE) on Wednesday afternoons.

- Language film club

Extra-curricular activities

Some classes have been involved in Échange sans voyages – a class penfriend exchange devised by Barry Jones, formerly of Homerton College Cambridge. This differs from traditional penfriend exchanges in that letters are written half in the ML and half in English – so allowing greater cultural insight – and each letter received is read by the whole class.  

Each year we run languages trips for lower school. This year they entailed a Year 8 visit to Paris and a Year 10 trip to Munich. Our evergreen French exchange for years 11-13 with the Lycée Saint Paul in Lille has been a great success for many years. In 2015, The German Department also ran a 6th Form Berlin trip. 
We also run a European Day for year 7 pupils and organise year 12/13 visits to university languages departments.  

We host occasional talks from those using ML in the world of work and are always open to new ways of working more closely with the world of work.

More information

For more information about the Modern Languages Faculty, please contact Angie Rogers (German) or Martin Bridge (French) at the school or at arogers@urmstongrammar.org.uk and mbridge@urmstongrammar.org.uk. 
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