Sir Bernard Lovell Academy
Design Technology Curriculum Area
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION – DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY


The school has made a significant investment in the Technology department over the past few years including the appointment of an enthusiastic and innovative team.  We have undergone an extensive refurbishment and extension to the Design and Technology area, our accommodation now comprises:

· 2 Product Design studios

· A Design Studio room
· A Textiles Art area studio
· ICT facilities in 1 room
· A Food Technology room

· A large staff work area

· A display atrium
· 2 Multimedia Workshops
· 2 Engineering Workshops
· 1 Prep Room
The department has a broad range of workshop machinery and equipment including basic hand tools, CNC technology, digital plotter/cutter, laser cutter.  We use ProDesktop, 2D Design and Google Sketch-up as standard platforms for CAD/CAM and machined on Denford and Gravograph CNC equipment. We continue to develop our use of CAD/CAM within the curriculum and we place a high importance on this kind of technology for future development.

This is an extremely important appointment at this stage in the team’s development.  We are looking for a first class practitioner who will help build a flexible, multi-disciplinary team that teaches across a variety of areas.
Presently, we offer a full KS3 programme including Food, Textiles, Engineering, Graphic Products and Product Design.  At GCSE we offer courses in Textiles, Product Design, Food and the Engineering Diploma.  Post 16 courses include Textiles Art.  As a popular subject, we are always looking to diversify and offer opportunities for students to study new courses with a different focus. 
At SBL, we aim to promote a relevant and stimulating curriculum to our students enabling them to develop their critical faculties and become independent and analytical thinkers. It is our belief that Design and Technology should be made inspiring and interesting for students and staff alike by offering opportunities for creativity and innovation.

We have made significant financial investments so that we can offer a broad and balanced curriculum to our students.  The department and school are taking steps to ensure that Design and Technology becomes a centre of excellence within SBL.
Candidates are welcome to contact the school to discuss any queries and visits are welcomed. Please direct calls to Simon White, Vice Principal.
May I thank you in advance for your application.
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