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General further education college
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Ofsted
raising standards
improving lives

Inspection dates 26—28 January 2016
Overall effectiveness Good
Effectiveness of leadership and management Good

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good

Outcomes for learners Good

16 to 19 study programmes Good

Adult learning programmes Good

Apprenticeships

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection

Summary of key findings

This is a good college

Require improvement

Good

m Leaders’ effective planning of programmes of study m The large majority of learners make good

ensures learners benefit from career pathways that

place emphasis on their achieving substantial

qualifications and gaining purposeful, work-related

learning; as a result, most learners make good
progress towards their chosen careers.

m Leaders have established highly effective
partnerships with Jobcentre Plus, employer

networks and local authorities that are successful

in enabling unemployed adults to secure work.
m The large majority of learners studying A-level
courses make excellent progress compared with
their starting points.
m Learners enjoy a broad range of enrichment
activities that develop their personal, social and
work-related skills well.

It is not yet an outstanding college

m Not enough teachers challenge younger learners

and apprentices to improve their English and
mathematics skills sufficiently.
m Self-assessment at subject level does not focus

sufficiently on teaching, learning and assessment.

progress because their teachers plan lessons with
good resources that make learning challenging
and stimulating, and enable learners to acquire a
good level of subject knowledge and apply
relevant theory well.

m The large majority of learners studying vocational

courses improve their understanding of
employers’ expectations and develop good
practical skills to industry standard.

Learners identified as needing further help in their
studies receive very effective and timely support
from their teachers and support staff.

Apprenticeships provision requires improvement;
too many apprentices do not have a good
understanding of relevant theory that underpins
their practical skills development.



