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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
The Geography department is committed to ensuring that students continue to aspire to the highest standards and achieve the best possible outcomes at both KS3 and KS4. The department prides itself on achieving the Geographical Associations Centre of Excellence award in 2016 and we continue to promote geographical awareness not just inside the classroom but outside in the students’ day to day lives.

This post would particularly suit those who have the drive, creativity, ambition and flair to raise achievement and who have excellent pedagogical standards.  We are looking for an outstanding practitioner who is well-practised in using data to track and monitor student progress in order to create intervention strategies that enable every student to succeed.

Currently, the department consists of two full-time and one part-time specialist Geography teachers:
Mrs Katherine Reece

Lead Teacher of Humanities

Miss Kirsty Connal

Assistant Lead Teacher of Geography

Mrs Rosie Burnett

Teacher of Geography

The Geography Department at Hodgson Academy is dynamic and forward looking.  It aims to provide the students with an interesting and rigorous curriculum in preparation for the work place and adulthood. The department is not afraid of challenge, believing it to be an essential element of education in a world which is rapidly changing. The work and practice in the classroom is undertaken with enthusiasm and commitment; outcomes at both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 are excellent. 70% of students attained grade 9 - 4 in GCSE Geography in 2018. However, we are not complacent and continually strive for excellence. This year has seen a sharpened focus on ‘Raising the Bar’ by increasing the level of challenge and rigour for all students. 
All students follow programmes of study designed with the new AQA GCSE curriculum in mind. The curriculum standards and assessment strands are currently embedded throughout our schemes of work and prepare students for the new examinations. Lessons are carefully structured, differentiated by task as well as outcome, well-paced and fun; our students expect high quality and regular feedback with clear next step advice – and we provide it. 

Teacher laptops are available in all classrooms along with interactive projectors and visualisers. In addition, there has been continued investment in text books and resources in order to keep the curriculum lively and relevant for all students. It would be expected that you could contribute to the continued development of our curriculum and be able to embrace new technologies to help inspire teaching and learning.
The department adopts a collegiate approach to teaching.  Colleagues exchange ideas, resources and expertise daily. Students are supported by revision classes after school as well as extensive revision materials such as exemplar answers to exam questions which are shared among teachers.  The department has a strong focus on literature, through texts taken from novels and also from current affairs in the news, creating enquiring minds to the events that shape our world.
A variety of enrichment activities are provided for students. These include an annual SEND trip to Beacon Fell to develop student confidence and independence in Year 7 and 8, as well as visits exploring the environment in an around Blackpool for GCSE students in preparation for their exams. Geographical investigations also take place within the school grounds through micro-climate enquiries. We welcome any contributions to these including ideas for new ways to inspire the students.
Opportunities to create exciting extra-curricular experiences are always welcome and actively encouraged. We currently offer Geography clubs at KS3 as well as GCSE drop in sessions for students to utilise when they feel they need some extra intervention and guidance.
The successful candidate will be a dynamic, organised, hard working and supportive team player. They will need stamina, enthusiasm, imagination, good organisational skills and, of course, a sense of humour. A love of Geography and the environment is an essential characteristic, alongside secure knowledge of the new AQA curriculum and assessment requirements. 
We are waiting to hear how our new team member can join us in inspiring a passion and a love of Geography and the environment throughout the whole school!
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