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C
hoosing the right secondary school for your child 
is one of the most important decisions that you 
will make with your son or daughter. At Sheldon 
we believe that we have a school that will enable 

your child to thrive and develop into a confident young adult, 
achieve excellent qualifications and leave very well-prepared 
for the challenges ahead in the 21st century.
We are committed to the highest possible standards and 
expect our pupils to be aspirational in everything they do.  
We strive to provide an excellent education, responding to  
the needs of each child as an individual who can make a 

unique contribution to the life of the school community. Pupils 
are actively encouraged to take part in our very successful 
sports clubs and teams and in the many exciting music,  
drama and dance performances; in addition there is a huge 
number of extra-curricular activities, suiting all interests.
Crucial to the success of any educational establishment 
is the quality of its pastoral care and here we can boast 
a very strong pastoral guidance system. The personal 
development and educational progress of pupils is supported 
and monitored closely by tutors and heads of year.  We also 
actively encourage parental involvement and there are many 

opportunities for this to happen throughout each academic year.
Over the years, Sheldon has gained a reputation for excellence 
and many major awards recognising the quality of education 
that we provide for our pupils. Examination results at GCSE 
and at A Level are consistently strong. But, we are more than 
that and we are pleased to have received recognition for the 
quality we provide beyond the classroom – including in sport, 
performing arts, science and technology, internationalism, and 
health promotion.
It is our desire that all pupils should enjoy their learning and 
their whole school experience; we work extremely hard to 

ensure that this is the case. Parents and other visitors to 
Sheldon consistently comment on the positive, friendly and 
purposeful atmosphere, essential in ensuring we have a 
school delivering a high quality education for all.
I hope that you will find this prospectus useful and informative 
and that it manages to convey some of the atmosphere of 
Sheldon. We invite you, parents and children, into our school 
to see us in action and I look forward to meeting you then.

Neil Spurdell
Headteacher
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 Students’ behaviour 
is exceptional and they 

really enjoy school. 
They are happy, polite, 

well-mannered and 
look after one another 
very well, so everyone 

is included 

Ofsted 2012



Curriculum Marks and Specialisms

Sheldon prides itself with valuing equally all areas of the 
curriculum and the strength of our curriculum can be seen in 
its depth of enrichment opportunities in the classroom and 
extra-curricular activities after school. 
We became a specialist college for science in 2002 and then, 
as a result of being identified twice as a “high performing 
specialist school”, we took on a sports specialism with an 
additional focus on performing arts in 2006; a languages 
specialism followed in 2009. Sheldon is also recognised for  
its exceptional provision in PE, DT and The Arts with 
Sportsmark Gold, Artsmark Gold and the highly acclaimed 
Design Mark award in 2013. 

Healthy School 

Our commitment to promoting health and fitness with our 
pupils, parents and staff was recognised again in 2012 with 

full accreditation as a Wiltshire Healthy School. Our catering
has been transformed and we provide a whole range of
healthy food to inspire and entice.
Pupils use our cashless system, the sQuidcard, to pay for food
and our new award winning refectory provides outstanding 
catering facilities. We have four very well-equipped areas 
for hot and cold food plus two substantial canopied spaces 
and wonderful benched gardens for those who prefer to 
eat outside. We foster a strong ethos of working together. 
Relationships are exceptionally strong and supportive, 
providing challenge and opportunity for all pupils. A tradition  
of one-to-one support provided by staff for pupils and pupils 
for one another is a strong feature of Sheldon.
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The Sheldon Curriculum

We believe the school experience should be engaging and 
enjoyable for all so at Sheldon we strive to provide a broad  
and balanced curriculum that challenges, stimulates and 
excites. Although always conscious of the need for every  
child to achieve at the highest possible level, we are 
committed to developing skills and interests and sparking 
imagination and creativity. 
The curriculum is designed to enable students to develop 
knowledge, skills and human qualities. Initially students 
are taught in mixed ability groups, with a move to setting 
arrangements in selected subjects during Year 7. In Year 9, 
teachers develop relevant skills and knowledge needed for 
exam success as well as continuing to focus on the holistic 
approach to education on which Sheldon prides itself.
In Years 10 and 11 pupils are able to choose an appropriate 
pathway. We continue to favour a genuine breadth of study 
but remain mindful that pupils might choose to focus on 
subjects that will play a more prominent part in their futures. 
We continue to place real importance on personal and social 

development and physical education, devoting considerable 
time in the curriculum to these non-examinable aspects.  
Careers education through our extensive work experience 
programme and a dedicated focus in curriculum time ensures 
that pupils consider future careers in depth. 
We aim to develop the skills that will enable students to be 
successful both in their future studies and the place of work. 
We encourage students to be organised, creative, reflective, 
independent and good team workers amongst others. We 
also aim to develop literacy and numeracy skills that are 
transferable across all subject areas.
Recognising achievement and making pupils feel positive 
about their progress is of upmost importance. Challenging  
but realistic end of year targets are set each year and students 
making good progress or effort are rewarded in a variety of 
ways. Sheldon pupils recognise the value of hard work and 
excellence and celebrate with each other.
The curriculum and our approach to learning are centred on 
the belief that challenge, support and involvement will lead  
to a stimulating and enjoyable experience that develops a  
well-rounded child who will achieve excellent results.

 In lessons, students of all abilities are highly 
motivated and attentive. Teachers know their 
subjects really well  
Ofsted 2012 

“Students are overwhelmingly positive about 
Sheldon. They enjoy being in school and  
attendance is high” 
Ofsted 2012
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The Sixth Form

Sheldon has a flourishing and successful sixth form of over 
400 students. It is now the norm for pupils to remain at 
Sheldon to 18. The award winning sixth form centre, which 
was opened in 2008, provides outstanding accommodation.
Sixth formers are able to choose from a wide choice of more 
than 30 A level courses. To ensure that students continue to 
receive a broad and balanced education which will provide 
a sound foundation for their career aspirations, Sheldon has 
a curriculum which augments AS and A2 courses with work 
experience, careers education, general studies, outdoor 
and leisure pursuits and a very comprehensive selection of 
sporting, performing and recreational activities. Students are 

encouraged and expected to take on leadership roles, to take 
part in community activities and to work with and support 
younger pupils in the school.
A level results are consistently amongst the best in Wiltshire, 
with many students progressing to Oxford, Cambridge and 
other top universities.

Charity and fund raising 

There is a strong, pupil-led culture for fund raising and charity 
at Sheldon. Each year group has two charity representatives 
who meet with the whole school charity group to plan, co-
ordinate and schedule annual fund raising. Pupils make their 
own decisions for fund raising initiatives and it is a pleasure to 

witness their commitment, involvement and leadership skills, 
with excess of £6000 raised each year. 

Learning Support 

Our dedicated team of teaching assistants support the 
inclusion of our pupils during lessons and extra-curricular 
events. Those pupils who have a particular aptitude for a 
certain subject are catered for through our Gifted and Talented 
Programme, coordinated by our G&T lead teacher who works 
alongside our curriculum team leaders to match suitable 
programmes for individual needs. Careful liaison with subject 
teachers ensures that the most effective means of providing 
support are available.

In addition, Sheldon is a recognised centre for children with 
hearing impairment and all classrooms are equipped with a 
wireless, amplified, “soundfield” system. 

Homework  We believe that regular and well-designed homework plays an extremely valuable part in a pupil’s education and we use it to develop skills for time management 
and prioritising, independent learning and research. We will provide structure and support in terms of helping pupils record and manage their homework but over time they will take 

responsibility and develop strategies to manage their workload. Sheldon’s web-based learning platform, Frog, allows pupils to access resources and submit work online when appropriate.

“I love coming to Sheldon for charity  
days. I’m spoilt for choice with photograph 
opportunities and everyone is always 
having so much fun at the same time.  
The sixth form act as fantastic role models”
Local newspaper
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Extra-Curricular Activities at Sheldon

We believe that an important part of our work at 
Sheldon is the personal and social education of 
our pupils and nowhere is this more effectively 
achieved than in the area of extra-curricular 
activities. Pupils have a wealth of opportunities 
available to them and we hope that, as well as 
working hard in the classroom, they will find the 
time and be enthused to participate in some of 
the very many activities which are provided by 
staff volunteers and specialist coaches, usually 
out of school hours. 
Pupils at Sheldon have the opportunity to join 
the huge numbers of clubs on offer including: 
drama, art, craft, dance, photography, maths 
activities, chess, science and music. In addition, 
there is a full range of sporting clubs available, 
including all major team sports and specialist 
activities such as, fencing, inter-school equestrian 
competitions and lacrosse. Pupils In the upper 
school are able to opt into various outdoor 
pursuits activities within the curriculum including 
climbing, canoeing, trekking and caving. Pupils in 
Year 10 have the opportunity to visit the Pencelli 
outdoor pursuits centre for a week’s activities. A 
large number of pupils opt to pursue the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and Sheldon students are now 
involved in the demanding Ten Tors Challenge.
Public speaking is a real strength at Sheldon and 
our pupils consistently perform at the highest 
levels in local and national competitions. Year 9 

students participate in the annual BBC newspaper 
challenge and pupils broadcast Sheldon Radio 
from our very own radio studio. 
The school’s high standard of music and drama 
is reflected in regular theatrical productions. 
The annual Sheldon young musician of the 
year concert is an opportunity for soloists to 
showcase their talents. In addition to the school 
choir and orchestra, Sheldon has a wide range of 
ensembles. The Sheldon music scheme enables 
pupils to receive specialist tuition in a number of 
musical instruments including wind, brass, strings 
and percussion. 
Sheldon pupils can take part in exchange visits 
with the Schiller School in Hamlyn, Germany, 
and La Roche-sur-Yon in the Vendée region of 
France. These are very popular ways to learn 
about European culture, as well as improving 
linguistic skills. Many subjects organise visits to 
European countries and we have been a UNESCO 
Associated School since 2010. We also have links 
with a Jordan school through the British Council 
as part of our International School work and our 
British Sign Language club proves to be very 
popular. The annual ski visit attracts high numbers 
and recent sixth form expeditions have visited 
Tanzania, Namibia and Borneo. Such expeditions 
allow students to carry out voluntary work as part 
of their memorable experience.
Parents play an active role in managing the 
Parent Enrichment Fund where monies raised 
contribute to widening our provision still further. 

Home and School Partnership

The pupil / parent / school relationship is very important  
at Sheldon. As soon as a pupil joins the Sheldon community,  
a series of links are forged between home and school.
Year groups are organised into tutor groups under the 
guidance of the same tutor, head of year and deputy from  
Year 7 to Year 11. Parents have the opportunity to meet the 
tutor and involve themselves with Parents’ Forums for each 
year group.
Each tutor group has a tutorial session at the start of the 
morning and afternoon. During these sessions the tutor leads 
a programme of tutorial work designed to enhance pastoral 
care, develop study skills and review work. In addition, 
each tutor uses one teaching period per week to work with 
individual children from their group. These sessions enable 
every pupil to discuss and review progress with their tutor and 
to set targets for future work.
A regular dialogue is established between home and the 
school via the tutor. Every pupil has a planner and parents 
are encouraged to use this for simple communication with 
school. Sheldon operates a comprehensive reporting system, 
featuring annual written reports on each subject and two 
additional interim reports. Parents’ evenings enable parents to 
meet staff to discuss progress and identify targets. Parents’ 
Forums meet regularly with the head of year and members of 
the senior management team to review practice and discuss 
future developments.  

Coming from Primary School

Sheldon is proud of its links with primary schools in the area. Our 
primary liaison co-ordinator is responsible for primary liaison and 
oversees a range of activities that help to make the transition 
from primary to secondary school as easy as possible.

• Pupils from local primary schools are given the opportunity 
to visit Sheldon to experience a day’s lessons.

• The school opens its doors for two days of the year to 
parents of transfer age children and provides parents with 
an opportunity to see the school in action. In addition, the 
headteacher is very happy to show parents and prospective 
pupils around the school throughout the academic year.

• In the autumn term a prospective parents’ evening is held 
for all those parents and pupils considering transfer to 
Sheldon in the following July.

• Sheldon begins its academic year in July, rather than 
September. This enables primary pupils to come to the 
school for ‘turnaround week’ and follow a complete week  
on the timetable before the start of the summer holidays.  
We find this helps pupils settle into Sheldon with confidence.

Some parents choose to attend family learning 
experiences such as taster language sessions 
and family science club.

Facilities 

Sheldon has excellent facilities in all areas of  
the school, both inside and out with pupils 
enjoying the benefit of covered seating areas  
and stunning, well-maintained grounds at  
break and lunchtime. 
Lessons take place in specialist and 
stimulating learning environments in faculties 
such as design and technology, performing 
and expressive arts, physical education 
and science. Such facilities exemplify the 
importance we place on providing our pupils 
with high specification classrooms and we are 
committed to continual improvement  
and enhancement. 
Our library caters for all forms of learning with 
e-readers, computers, laptops and a well-
managed range of books and magazines.  
There are 1200 computers and industry 
standard computer suites across the site and 
over 650 wireless laptops available to students. 
Apple Mac suites are used for art, fashion 
and media and there is a wealth of computer 
software for all subjects for use by pupils in 
and out of school. We are always looking for 
ways to improve further and we are well  
placed to embrace future developments.
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    The behaviour and safety of 
pupils is outstanding

 It’s great that there are so many opportunities 
for us to take on responsibilities. Since I’ve been 
at Sheldon I’ve been a tutor group representative 
and a sports ambassador. I’m hoping to become 
a prefect and my friend is on school council.  
You can also train to be a mentor or become  
a subject ambassador 

What pupils say
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 You are among the top performing schools in England for boosting the performance of 
disadvantaged pupils since the Pupil premium was introduced. This is a real testament to the hard 

work of staff, pupils, parents and governors. I would like to congratulate you on your results and 
your proven commitment to making sure all children can succeed, whatever their background 

Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Minister 
March 2013
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    Parents and carers are very pleased indeed 
with the school. It is unusual to find almost all 
who responded saying that their child is safe  
and that behaviour and bullying are dealt with 
well, but in Sheldon this is the case
Ofsted 2012
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