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“One of my favourite things about life in the Sixth Form is 

developing a real passion for your chosen subjects and 

sharing this love with other students and teachers.” 
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“In the Sixth Form at DCHS there is so much support 

available. Teachers are always happy to offer academic help 

and there is excellent pastoral care whenever you need it.” 
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Welcome from the Headteacher  

Welcome to our Sixth Form prospectus, which we hope will give you a feel for the exceptional and 
very distinctive Sixth Form education and experience that Dr Challoner’s High School offers.   
 
Beliefs so often shape reality.  For decades our values have led to a supportive, inspirational, joyful 
and unashamedly intellectually ambitious Sixth Form – a Sixth Form with a tightly knit community of 
students and teachers that empowers girls to do really well whilst having a huge amount of fun.   
 
We believe in the importance of freeing girls to be themselves.  We believe that all girls, whether 
naturally quiet or gregarious, can become bold and courageous, free to follow their own paths, 
discover their own passions and achieve their personal bests.  We believe that learning should be 
joyful.  We believe that girls learn best when all are valued, inspired, curious and happy.  We believe 
that high expectations and aspirations are essential goals and we believe in providing the very best 
for all of our girls, whether an A* or a C grade is their personal best, in a given subject.  We also 
believe that a genuinely world class Sixth Form must provide a wide breadth of aspiration and 
opportunity that extends well beyond the classroom to nurture, enrich and equip.    
 
Dr Challoner’s High School has a tradition of excellence that will never change.  At the heart of this 
are the strong relationships between our highly experienced, approachable and passionate subject 
specialist teachers and their Sixth Form students.  The best schools have the best teachers.  Lessons 
are purposeful, enriching and rigorous but the Sixth Form is also characterised by an exceptional 
community spirit where everyone supports each other.  Students who join from other schools 
quickly feel like they have been here for years, and students who joined in Year 7 always say that the 
Sixth Form is the highlight of their time at Challoner’s. 
 
The wonderful atmosphere leads to an inherent joy in the process of learning day-by-day and also to 
very high exam results.  Every year, over a half of all A Level grades are either A* or A grades.  In 
2016 82% of grades were B grade or above – the equal highest in Bucks – and the Telegraph A Level 
league tables placed us 35th in the country.  About 80% of students go to their first choice university, 
with about three quarters going to Russell Group universities including Oxford and Cambridge. 
 
Whilst academic achievement for all is at the core of the Sixth Form, deep enrichment is a close 
second. The quality of student leadership opportunities is probably not bettered in Bucks and is an 
absolute highlight of the Sixth Form.  Later in the prospectus you will get a feel for the wide range of 
enrichment available including trips, work experience, sport, music and drama and also the EPQ and 
super-curricular activities. We offer outstanding pastoral care both from the Sixth Form Team, and 
the long-standing specialist tutor team, which is not only very effective at supporting girls through 
this key stage in their lives, but also very experienced and compassionate. 
 
To conclude, we offer a distinctive Sixth Form education based on strong beliefs and a clear sense of 
purpose. We offer a Sixth Form education that will ensure that you thrive and gain the confidence to 
dream big dreams and to be so well prepared that you can follow your dreams and make them 
happen. We offer a Sixth Form education that will treat you as an individual within a strong 
community so that you know that you belong and count. 
 
Alan Roe 
Headteacher 
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“We are given so much more independence and 

responsibility in the Sixth Form; we definitely work very 

hard but we have a lot of fun along the way!” 
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Letter from the Head Girl 

Sixth Form is different to the rest of your school experience, but in the best way possible. Here at 
Challoner’s, we make the most of every opportunity. For Sixth Formers, this means enjoying the new 
freedom, more relaxed atmosphere, and a chance to spend your time studying the subjects you love the 
most. 
 
Challoner’s offers a stimulating and varied working environment, from heated debates in History to 
dissecting hearts in Biology. Your teachers will challenge you with lessons full of intellectual discussion 
and interactive learning. At the same time, teachers are extremely approachable and smaller classes 
mean that you always feel comfortable asking questions or expressing your own opinions. Every 
staffroom is open at break and lunch if you don’t understand something or want advice from any 
teachers. 
 
From teachers to students, there is an amazing support system in the Sixth Form here. Firstly, whether 
new or a current Challoner’s girl, everyone truly supports each other and soon enough you will find it 
hard to tell who has just arrived. Secondly, our ‘vertical’ forms mean that Year 12s and 13s are mixed in 
tutoring groups, as well as in our newly refurbished common room.  
 
On the subject of future plans, this is something that Ms George (Director of Sixth Form), Miss Franklin 
(Deputy Director) and Mrs Randhawa (UCAS coordinator) are always on hand to help you with. They are 
also there to talk to if you have any day-to-day worries - the door to the Sixth Form office is (literally) 
always open. We have a special counsellor just for the upper school if girls want to talk to a professional. 
On top of that, you can talk to any of the prefects, and the Head Girl Team, we are more than happy to 
lend advice wherever we can, and the same goes for almost everyone in our school; we love a good chat! 
 
The three things that I think makes Challoner’s Sixth Form particularly special are: lecture series, our 
independent mind-set, and our unique community. Lecture Series is a weekly event which is run by a 
member of the Head Girl team. We have the opportunity to hear from really interesting guest speakers 
about a huge range of careers, from working in the Treasury to researching the cure for cancer. It’s one of 
many ways of preparing us for the outside world, whilst giving us that all important independence, as we 
run it ourselves. The best part is study periods – time for you to do your own study, and to relax 
sometimes too! You can also wear your own clothes, fitting with the school belief of ‘Freeing girls to be 
themselves’. The Sixth Form dress code is so much better than uniform, allowing everyone to feel 
comfortable and confident in their own style.  
 
The Challoner’s community is the foundation that allows us to achieve to our full potential. Our school is 
known for its outstanding results and hard-working students, which is fantastic, but it is definitely not the 
whole story, as the Sixth Form demonstrates every day. On any day, you can wander into the Common 
Room to find girls chatting, making tea and singing at the top of their voices. But you only have to walk 
further down the corridor to the study room (also newly refurbished) to find girls working, usually 
collaboratively. These two rooms characterise Sixth Form life here at Challoner’s – work and play side by 
side, working together to succeed in everything we do. 
 
Challoner’s girls are creative, innovative and resilient, inspired by a school that gives you the confidence 
to stand on your own feet, both now and in the future. If you are ready to get stuck into a new challenge, 
amongst like-minded girls and teachers who will support you every step of the way, then Challoner’s 
really is the place for you.  
 
Evie Vennix 
Head Girl 2016-2017 
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The Sixth Form at Dr Challoner’s High School 

 

Dr Challoner’s High School is a fully selective girls’ grammar school based in Little Chalfont in 

Buckinghamshire. As a school and especially as a Sixth Form, our vision is driven by our 

belief that, ‘The World is ever changing; Challoner’s Girls will shape that world’.  

 

We pride ourselves on the broad academic education that we offer girls in our Sixth Form. 

Students study a wide range of subjects in a variety of combinations. Girls have a free choice 

of A levels, there are no pre-determined blocks to limit their choices. We are proud that so 

many of our Sixth Formers buck the national gender trend and study Maths, Chemistry and 

Physics - indeed Maths was our most popular A level subject in the last academic year. Many 

of our students also study Arts, Humanities and Languages; our girls go on to study wide-

ranging and diverse subjects at University, as demonstrated by the five most popular degree 

subjects last year: Engineering, Geography, Psychology, Medicine and History. 

 

Our Sixth Form is characterised by our commitment to giving girls the best possible 

opportunity to succeed. We aim to limit our A level classes to 18; we teach more hours per 

subject than any other local school and our passion for breadth of opportunity means that 

we run A level subjects even with small numbers of students; freeing girls to be themselves.  

 

All our Sixth Formers take an EPQ: the Extended Project Qualification. This is highly sought 

after by Universities and is excellent preparation for University. In addition all Sixth Formers 

attend our Lecture Series each week. We have a wide range of speakers from a number of 

fields relating to careers, University courses and other aspects of post-18 life. Sixth Formers 

also have the opportunity to take part in Complementary Studies, which includes a range of 

languages, sport and music.   

 

Sixth Form Leadership is incredibly important to us. We expect all our students to be 

involved in various aspects of school life. Our Prefect system is a stand-out feature of our 

Sixth Form; many of the girls are involved in wide-ranging roles and all have the opportunity 

to make a real difference to student life. Our Head Girl team works closely with the 

Headteacher and senior members of staff, and all prefects have the opportunity to develop 

the key skills sought by Universities and employers. Sixth Formers are encouraged to take 

control of their learning and establish mature working relationships with staff. Our excellent 

pastoral system ensures that all students have the ability to fulfil their potential and develop 

the resilience to shape the world. 
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Our Curriculum Offer 

 

 
At Dr Challoner’s High School we offer a broad, exciting curriculum that ensures that our 
students are given all the opportunities for academic success but are also well-rounded, 
confident individuals with a wide-range of skills and interests.  
 
Every Sixth Form student has a range of required and optional choices to make up their 
timetable, please see the details below: 
 

Required Optional 

Three A level Courses 
A fourth A level  
(subject to grade requirements) 

An EPQ A Complementary Studies  Course 

Lecture Series (weekly) Sixth Form Sport 

PSHE (weekly) 
(Personal, Social & Health Education) 

CSLA  
(Community Sports Leader Award) 

Volunteering / Work Experience  
(One hour / week) 

Super-Curricular Activities 

 
A levels 
 
A levels are the core of our curriculum and make up the majority of each student’s 
timetable. We expect that the majority of students to study three A levels, with students 
who attain the required GCSE grades having the option to study four. Students should 
consider the option of a fourth A level very carefully, as almost all University offers require 
only three A level grades. Advice on taking four is offered by the school on an individual 
basis. 
 
In September 2015 the first wave of changes to A levels were made nationally. For many 
subjects this meant a switch to new two-year, linear courses. From September 2017 the 
final wave of reforms means that all A levels at DCHS will be linear courses with all 
examinations in the Summer of Year 13. 
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Our Curriculum Offer 

 
 
EPQ 
 
All Sixth Form students undertake an EPQ, the Extended Project Qualification. This is an 
independent study giving students the option to research a topic of their choosing. Students 
can choose a title relating to their A level subjects, their chosen degree or any area of 
interest to them. Universities rate the EPQ highly for the skills, independence and research 
methods involved in the project. The EPQ is worth the equivalent of half an A level in UCAS 
points and is often an important point for discussion in University interviews.  
 
Lecture Series 
 
For one hour every week all Sixth Form students attend the Lecture Series. This is a great 
opportunity for students to hear from a wide-range of speakers. Many lectures highlight 
careers options, university courses and a range of other fascinating topics including gap year 
studies, feminism and studying abroad. Previous speakers have included the journalist Jon 
Snow, Professor A C Grayling and alumnus Lisa Markwell, Editor of the Independent on 
Sunday.  
 
 Complementary Studies  
 
All Sixth Formers have the opportunity to opt for additional classes to complement their 
chosen A levels. These include: beginner language courses for Italian, Russian and Mandarin; 
Music Appreciation classes; and University Preparation in Year 13. These give our students 
the opportunity to learn new skills and have a break from their academic studies. University 
Preparation for all Year 13’s includes workshops in writing personal statements, interview 
skills, presentation/public speaking, finance at University, as well as other post-18 options. 
 
Volunteering / Work Experience 
 
All Sixth Form students are expected to undertake weekly volunteering or work experience: 
students have an allocated afternoon lesson for this. Students organise their own 
placements and find a wide range of different options including GP surgeries, primary 
schools, local businesses and mentoring schemes. If students already volunteer outside of 
the school day, for example at a Brownies group, then they use this allocated lesson as an 
additional study period. 
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Our Curriculum Offer 

PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education) 
 
Sixth Form PSHE takes place weekly and is delivered by specialist Sixth Form tutors or by 
specialist PSHE teams. Our high quality PSHE offering is an essential part of Sixth Form life 
and includes; Financial Responsibility, Preparation for University/Post-18 Independence, 
Mindfulness and Wellbeing and a range of other useful  sessions.  
 
 
Sixth Form Sport / CSLA (Community Sports Leaders Award) 
 
We encourage all our Sixth Formers to stay active during their A levels. Optional Sixth Form 
sport on Wednesday afternoons gives students the opportunity to take part in a range of 
activities of their choosing. Many Year 12 students take part in the Community Sports 
Leadership Award. This is a fantastic opportunity to develop exceptional leadership and 
communication skills; participants work with primary schools from the local community and 
the award culminates in CSLA students leading a community Sports Day at DCHS for local 
primary schools.  
 
MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) 
 
A new opportunity has arisen in the last few years for students to access free online courses 
on a wide-range of subjects: these are known as MOOCs. As they often cover specialist 
topics relating to degree or career choices, or to specific areas of A level courses, we 
encourage our students to check these regularly and to try to participate in at least one 
MOOC each year. With thousands of courses all students should be able to find some that 
are useful and relevant for them. 
 
Super-Curricular Activities 
 
‘Super-curricular activities’ refers to activities in which students participate to extend their 
knowledge of their A level subjects. MOOCs are one way of ensuring that students are 
participating in super-curricular activities but there are a number of other options available 
to our students. Students can join academic societies, and there are a number of these 
available. Some are run in conjunction with DCGS (Dr Challoner’s Grammar School), 
including Medics Society and Engineering Society, whilst some are run exclusively at DCHS. 
These are generally student-led and have included: Linguistics Society; Politics and 
Economics Debate Forum; Medical Current Affairs Society; Physics and Engineering Society; 
the Law Society; and many more. We also encourage students to attend free lectures at 
Universities, and we run a number of Sixth Form trips to study conferences and public 
lectures.  
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Support for Sixth Formers  

 
 

At DCHS we believe it is imperative to couple academic rigour with a robust and meaningful 

pastoral system, underpinned by the principles of care and compassion. We believe that 

Sixth Form is a chance for our students to develop their character and their passions, and 

we pride ourselves on providing the necessary support, enabling them to embrace their 

studies and extra-curricular interests with passion and gusto. We are proud that girls leave 

our Sixth Form as happy, confident and self-assured young women, ready to enjoy the new 

and exciting adventures ahead. 

 
Directors of Sixth Form 
 
Our pastoral system runs on many levels. Having both a Director and Deputy Director of 

Sixth Form, overseeing both Year 12 and Year 13, creates a well-rounded and 

comprehensive pastoral system. The sixth formers know that the Sixth Form office door is 

always open and that they are welcome to discuss all issues with us whenever they feel they 

may need to. As Directors we also use a comprehensive tracking process, monitoring the 

progress of girls to ensure that they make expected, or better than expected, progress in 

their subjects. 

 
Tutor Time 
 
In the Sixth Form all students meet with their form tutor twice a day, building a well-

established relationship quickly. Our vertical tutor groups, including a mix of both Year 12 

and 13 students, embed a sense of community and cohesion among the girls. Our specialist 

team of Sixth Form tutors are characterised by experience, energy and enthusiasm. Tutors 

deliver a carefully designed pastoral programme, which focuses on the development of 

learner attributes, personal reflection, current affairs discussions and academic support. 

 
PSHE 
 
All Sixth Form students participate in a varied and engaging PSHE programme. PSHE 

workshops encourage the girls to explore and discuss various topics, ranging from the 

nature of citizenship and politics in the UK, to personal wellbeing, study skills and drugs and 

sex education. 
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Extra-Curricular Activities 

Sport 

We encourage students to develop their interest in sport and recreational exercise. There 
are many teams that students can join during their time in the Sixth Form to help them 
develop and achieve higher standards in their chosen sport, improve personal fitness and 
become part of a team whilst making lasting friendships. 

Teams:  Netball, Cross Country, Swimming, Gym Squad, Athletics 

Recreation: Badminton, Fitness Boot Camp, Yoga, Gym Club, Senior Dance, Judo 

Young Enterprise 
 
Many Year 12 students take part in Young Enterprise: this is a fantastic opportunity for 
students to learn about business and enterprise, work with students from other local 
schools and learn a wide-range of skills. Students are given capital to start their own 
business, and they develop leadership, communication, management, marketing and 
financial skills. Our students have a strong record of success in the regional competitions. 
 
Other Clubs and Societies 
 
There is a huge range of clubs and societies available. Many of these are degree specific 
including Engineering, Medical Current Affairs, Linguistics, PPE Forum and many others. We 
have a highly successful debating club and a wide range of clubs for the lower school run by 
Sixth Form Prefects. Every year sixth formers are encouraged to set up clubs to reflect their 
wide-ranging interests and passions: last year these included a Feminist Society and the 
Historical Fiction Club. 
 
Drama 
 
There are many opportunities to take part in Drama at DCHS. These include the highly 
professional annual musical and play with DCGS. We have a Senior Play each year and 
students are encouraged to participate, either on stage or backstage.  
 
Music 
 
Alongside all the instrumental lessons available, sixth formers have many opportunities to 
contribute to the musical life of the school, in a number of orchestras, ensembles and 
choirs, including our most senior choir, Con Brio. Sixth formers also have the opportunity to 
contribute to the development of ensembles, including musical direction and in conducting 
and arranging pieces. 
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The Prefect System 

School Leadership in the Sixth Form 
 
Each year around 90 students are chosen to be part of our highly successful Sixth Form 
Prefect Team. The roles are wide-ranging and suit a variety of skills. Our Prefect Team has a 
huge role in school life and gives much back to the school. We have a rigorous selection 
process with a variety of selection activities. New students in Year 12 are strongly 
encouraged to apply and always secure a range of roles including as part of the Head Girl 
Team.  
 
The Head Girl 
 
This is a highly sought position with real influence across the school. The Head Girl is the 
main student ambassador: she delivers speeches at a variety of school events, leads the 
Head Girl Team, chairs Head Girl Team Meetings, and critically is the Question Master for 
our annual University Challenge Competition!  
 
The Head Girl Team 
 
This team of 10 to 12 students has a vast amount of responsibility. The team meets weekly 
with the Head, Director and Deputy Director of Sixth Form to discuss the incredible projects 
they work on throughout the year. Individual roles include: School Management, Student 
Voice, Charities, Extra-Curricular and many more.  
 
The Senior Prefect Team 
 
This Senior Prefect team is responsible for many excellent endeavours each year. The team 
includes the school magazine prefects who manage, edit and produce ‘The Curve’ school 
magazine. The debating prefects run competitions and clubs across the school whilst the 
pastoral prefect helps Matron to manage vaccinations. These are just a few of the many 
Senior Prefect roles. 
 
Subject and Form Prefects 
 
Each academic subject has an assigned prefect, and these roles are perfect for those wishing 
to study a specific area at University. The subject prefects run clubs, publicise relevant 
articles and information via their Twitter accounts, help with Open Evenings and organise 
academic mentoring, and much more. For example our politics prefect recently ran a highly 
successful whole school mock General Election. 
 
Each form from Years 7 to 11 has an assigned prefect who visits them weekly. The prefects 
run sessions, offer advice and guidance and develop fantastic relationships with their forms. 
They help in events for their year groups: for example our Year 7 Prefects and Heads of Year 
recently ran a fantastic activity afternoon for the whole of Year 7. 
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UCAS and Post-18 

Staff 
 
We have members of staff dedicated to UCAS and Post-18 provision. We also have a 
dedicated UCAS Coordinator, Mrs Randhawa, who guides Sixth Form students through the 
University application process and provides valuable information on universities, open days 
and the various career paths a degree can lead to.  
 
Our Careers Advisor, Sailesh Devani, provides drop-in sessions and scheduled meetings to 
help students to research routes into university, into school leavers’ programmes, or 
straight into work.  
 
Events 
 
For Year 12 we hold a number of events to keep parents and students informed, from our 
Welcome Evening to the UCAS and Oxbridge Evenings later in the year, the latter in 
collaboration with DCGS. 
  
We collaborate with DCGS for a number of other events too.  Year 12 visit Brunel University 
in the summer term to hear speakers from a wide range of professions and industries 
describe their working lives and the routes they took to get there. We also hold a biannual 
Challoner’s Careers Fair. At this incredible event we are supported by over 100 exhibitors 
promoting different careers. Students in Years 10 to 13 are invited to attend.  
 
External Speakers 
 
Throughout the year we also run Insight talks, usually at lunchtimes, where volunteers visit 
the school and speak to girls interested in their field. Many companies also come to inform 
our students of internships and other programmes they run: for example Morgan Stanley 
annually give a talk to raise awareness of their “Step In Step Up” programme designed to 
encourage more women into Investment Banking. 
 
Timeline 
 
Following our UCAS and Oxbridge Evenings we begin the UCAS process with students in June 
of Year 12. Our Post-18 Day in July is a fantastic opportunity to spend time with their UCAS 
referees and participate in a number of workshops including Personal Branding, Online 
Profiles, and Building Self-Confidence. Our early entry deadline is late September and our 
general deadline is late November. Full support is given to all throughout this process and 
through to A level results day in Year 13.  
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Flowchart for Internal Applicants 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 17th November - Sixth Form Open Evening 

Friday 16th December 9am - Deadline for 
submitting Online Application Form 

Tuesday 20th June - Sixth Form Induction Day 

Thursday 24th August - GCSE Results Day 

Tuesday 5th September - Start Sixth Form at DCHS  
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Flowchart for External Applicants 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 17th November - Sixth Form Open Evening 

Friday 16th December 9am - Deadline for 
submitting Application Form 

Wednesday 8th February -  

External Application Open Morning  

Friday 17th March - Offers made  

Tuesday 20th June - Sixth Form Induction Day 

Thursday 24th August - GCSE Results Day 

Tuesday 5th September - Start Sixth Form at DCHS  
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Entry Requirements 

For a place in our sixth form, all students are required to achieve a minimum of 2 GCSEs or 
iGCSEs at grade A and a further 4 GCSEs or iGCSEs at grade B, including English Language or 
Literature and Mathematics at a minimum Level 5.  
  
For admission here, a Level 5 or 6 English or Maths grade counts as an equivalent of a B and 
Level 7 as an equivalent of an A. 
 
In addition, candidates must meet the entry requirements for each of the A level courses for 
which they have applied.  These are detailed on the next page, and on the pages relating to 
each subject. 
 

Process for students in Year 11 at Dr Challoner’s High School 
 
Subject options are made online and you will be given detailed instructions on how to apply 
at Sixth Form Open Evening.  Your choices should be made by 09:00 on 16th December 
2016.  
 
We try our best to accommodate all choices made and begin the process of allocation 
immediately after the deadline to determine how many classes to run in each subject.  
Please meet the deadline as classes fill up quickly and we don’t want you to be 
disappointed. 

 

Process for students in Year 11 at another school 
 
To apply for a place please complete the Sixth Form application form available on the DCHS 
website. 
 
The deadline is 09:00 on 16th December 2016 for the first round of offers.  
 
We try our best to accommodate all choices made and begin the process of allocation 
immediately after the deadline to determine how many classes to run in each subject.  
Please meet the deadline as classes fill up quickly and we don’t want you to be 
disappointed. 
 
Where eligible applications for admissions to Year 12 exceed the places available, 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. 
 
 
For full details of our admissions criteria for the Sixth Form, please see the Admissions Policy 
on the school website. 
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Subject Entry Requirements 

Subject Entry Requirement 

Art & Design: Fine 
Art 

B in GCSE Fine Art 

Art & Design: 
Graphic 
Communication 

A minimum of grade B in GCSE Graphics 

Biology Minimum A in Biology or a GCSE grade A minimum in two of the 
following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the higher 
papers if you have studied the dual award 

Business Studies No specific requirement 

Chemistry Minimum A in Chemistry or a GCSE grade A minimum in two of 
the following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the higher 
papers if you have studied the dual award 

Classical 
Civilisation 

B in GCSE Classical Civilisation or Level 5 in GCSE English 
Language and Literature 

Computing A in Computer Science or Level 7 in Maths GCSE 

Drama & Theatre 
Studies 

Level 5 in GCSE English Literature and English Language 

Economics Level 7 in GCSE Maths 

English Language Level 6 in GCSE English Language 

English Literature  Level 6 in both GCSE English Literature and Language 

French/ 
German/Spanish 

A in the relevant GCSE with a minimum of an A in the writing 
paper  

Further Maths Level 8 in Maths GCSE 

Geography B in GCSE Geography 

Government & 
Politics 

B in GCSE History or Geography or Level 5 in English Lang. or 
Literature if History/Geography not studied at GCSE 

History B in GCSE History. Students who have not studied GCSE History 
will be considered on an individual basis 

Latin B in GCSE Latin 

Maths Level 7 in Maths GCSE 

Physics Minimum A in Physics or a GCSE grade A minimum in two of the 
following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the higher 
papers if you have studied the dual award 

Psychology B in either Additional Science or a separate Science subject 

RS B in GCSE RS.  A Level 7 in English Language would be accepted 
if you have not taken this subject at GCSE 

Sport and PE Minimum B in either additional science or a separate science 
subject and GCSE PE.  Students must have an active interest in 
sport to club level 
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Choosing A level Subjects 

Advice 
 
Choosing A level subjects can be a daunting experience for some, for others it is a straight 
forward process. For students who know the career they wish to follow then careful 
research is needed to ensure that the correct combinations are chosen for University 
courses or other post-18 routes. If students do not yet know which route they wish to follow 
then picking A level subjects they enjoy is critical. As two years are spent studying A level 
courses it is imperative that students have a genuine interest and passion for their chosen 
subjects. 
 
Facilitating Subjects 
Some Universities (not all) will require at least one and occasionally two facilitating subjects. 
They are termed facilitating as they enable students to access a wide range of courses. The 
facilitating subjects are: 
 
Biology, Chemistry, English Literature, Geography, History, Physics, Modern and Classic 
Languages, Maths and Further Maths 
 
Studying Four A levels 
 
A small number of students choose to study four A levels. This should only be undertaken if 
students meet the required GCSE requirements (7 A*s) and are confident they will cope 
with the pressure of four A levels. All students attend a meeting with Mrs Meredith 
(Academic Deputy Head) before taking on four A levels.  
 
A level Choices and University Courses 
 
For students who already have an idea of the degree courses they wish to study at 
University then selecting the right A levels can be critical. We recommend that students use 
the UCAS website to look up courses at a variety of Universities to determine whether there 
are A level requirements. Some courses e.g. Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science all 
require Chemistry and many require Biology. There are a number of other degree courses 
that require specific subjects.  
 
Further Enquiries 
 
If you have any queries regarding A level choice you can use UCAS or specific University 
websites to confirm requirements. For any other advice including combinations of A levels 
please speak to any member of the Sixth Form team, subject teachers, Mr Devani (the 
Careers Adviser), or University Admissions Tutors. 
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Other Information 

Induction process 
 
We have a comprehensive induction process into the Sixth Form. This begins on Sixth Form 
Induction Day (Tuesday 20th June 2017). During the Induction Day students have an 
opportunity to find out about life in the Sixth Form, attend taster lessons for all their 
subjects and attend an introductory session about the EPQ. They are given bridging work to 
complete over the Summer and all new students are allocated buddies and have an 
additional ‘getting to know you session’. In September the induction continues, with 
students spending time with their new form tutors, attending sessions for Sixth Form study 
skills and participating in team-building exercises. 
 
16 – 19 Bursary Fund 
 
There is a bursary fund available through the school, which is for any students for whom 
their access to or completion of education is inhibited by financial constraints or barriers. 
Students and parents can apply confidentially through the school website. 
 
Facilities 
 
Following a recent refurbishment our Sixth Formers now have access to a custom-designed 
Sixth Form Common Room which is a mixed purpose area for study and relaxation. There is 
a dedicated Sixth Form Study Room also available, together with a number of IT rooms and 
other study spaces. 
 
Privileges 
 
We allow all Sixth Form students to leave the school site at lunchtime, and after October 
half-term in Year 12 all Sixth Formers are allowed to travel home from 12:35pm provided 
they have no afternoon lessons. Our Sixth Formers do not have to wear a uniform but do 
adhere to a dress code.  
 
Use of laptops and technology 
 
Many of our students make use of laptops and tablets to aid their studies. In most subjects 
students are encouraged to make use of technology if it suits their learning style. Students 
are not required to have laptops or tablets and there are IT facilities available in school for 
Sixth Form use. 
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Art and Design: Fine Art 

Head of Department: Tom Hartney 

Exam Board:  Edexcel Syllabus Code:  9FA0 Qualification:  A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of grade B in GCSE Fine Art. 

Subject Summary: 

The study of Fine Art is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  Its place in the curriculum can be extraordinarily 
productive as horizons are broadened and sensitivities expanded.  Most A level subjects rely on observation and 
synthesis, taking what is seen or understood and creating something new from it. Art actively promotes and 
supports this.  It is a form of communicating ideas, understanding and feelings. It encourages divergent, 
imaginative thinking and analysis whilst at the same time enabling the development of practical skills through 
drawing, painting and making.  The critical and contextual study of Art and Design leads to a fuller understanding of 
the part it plays in the history of human development.  Art enriches and informs, encouraging independent thinking 
at a very sophisticated level. 
 
What will I study? 

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A level) 
In this component, you will develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished outcome 
or a series of related finished outcomes. You will have opportunities to explore a wide variety of media, techniques 
and processes and will identify your own area of focus as your skills and ideas develop.  The work should show a 
personal journey of research, experimentation, development and realisation. Your practical work should make 
connections with some aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, and include written work of 1000-3000 
words which supports the practical work. This component will require you to make independent gallery visits in 
order to research and seek inspiration for both the practical and written work. 
 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40% of A level) 
In this component, you will make practical work in response to the Fine Art examination paper, which you will 
receive from the 1st February (Year 13). This will consist of a thematic starting point that you will respond to, in any 
media of your choice.  During the preparatory period, you will be expected to develop your ideas and investigations 
independently. Following the preparatory period, you will produce a finished outcome, or a series of related 
outcomes during the 15 hours of unaided, supervised time. Preparatory work and the work produced during the 15 
hours of supervised time will be assessed together as a whole, against all of the assessment objectives. You will be 
assessed on your ability to work independently, within the specified time constraints, developing a personal and 
meaningful response. 
 
How will I be assessed? 

Component 1: Personal Investigation 60% of A level.  Marked internally, and externally moderated. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% of A level. Marked internally, and externally moderated. 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

A Level Fine Art can lead to degree courses in Painting, Sculpture, Printmaking, Art History, Architecture, or to an 
Art & Design Foundation Course. 
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Art and Design: Graphic Communication 

Head of Department: Tom Hartney  

Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus Code: 9GC0 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of grade B in GCSE Graphics. 
 
Subject Summary: 

Graphic communication conveys information and ideas through visual means. The critical element for a graphic 
designer is the effective communication of a message or idea through the organisation of images and words. The 
scope of graphic communication has been extended through the growth of design applications in the home and in 
public as well as through the development of the internet. Graphic designers need to understand user and 
audience needs and how these groups respond to various forms of visual communication, as well as how changes 
to working practices lead to new forms of communication and presentation. 
Disciplines within graphic communication are as follows: advertising; illustration; branding; information design.   
Students will be required to work in one or more of the disciplines to communicate their ideas. By working across 
disciplines, they will extend their understanding of the scope of graphic communication; by focusing on one 
discipline, they will gain a deeper understanding of specific processes within graphic communication. 
 
What will I study? 

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A level) 
This component incorporates three major elements: supporting studies; practical work; and a personal study of a 
minimum 1000 words of continuous prose. 
These elements should be seen as integrally connected. Supporting studies may combine investigation and 
research for both the practical work and personal study, however, the personal study must be presented as a 
separate outcome. The purpose of the personal investigation is to develop a portfolio of practical work and a 
minimum of 1000 words of continuous prose that shows critical understanding in relation to the practical 
portfolio. Work produced will be based around themes and subject matter developed from personal starting 
points, to be negotiated with your teachers. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40% of A level) 
This component incorporates two major elements: preparatory studies and a 15–hour period of sustained focus. 
The Externally Set Assignment consists of one broad-based thematic starting point to which you will respond by 
developing a portfolio of practical work and final outcome. You will need to develop your own personal work from 
this theme and related starting points. 
 
How will I be assessed? 

Component 1: Personal Investigation 60% of A level.  Marked internally, and externally moderated. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% of A level. Marked internally, and externally moderated. 
 
Post-Course Possibilities: 

A Level Graphic Communication can lead to degree courses in Graphic Design, Advertising, Fashion, Marketing, or 
to an Art & Design Foundation Course. 
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Biology 

Head of Department:  Sadia Mirza 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7401/7402 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum A in GCSE Biology or minimum A in two of the following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the 
higher papers if you have studied the dual award. 
 
Subject Summary: 

Biology A level will give you the skills to make connections and associations with all living things around you.  The 
course will help nurture a passion for biology, and lay the foundations for further study and careers in biological 
sciences and medicine. Enthusiasm and commitment are needed.  Students will have opportunities to learn and 
use practical skills to link theory with practice, deepening their knowledge and understanding.  

 What will I study? 

In year 12 you will study the topics: 

 Biological Molecules 

 Cells 

 Organisms exchange substances with their environment 

 Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
In year 13 you will study the topics: 

 Energy transfer in and between organisms 

 Organisms’ responses to changes in their internal and external environment 

 Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

 The control of gene expression 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

What’s 
Assessed 

Any content from Yr12 topics 1-
4, including relevant practical 
skills.  

Any content from Yr13 topics 5-8, 
including relevant practical skills  

Any content from both Yr12 
and Yr13 topics 1-8, 
including relevant practical 
skills. 

Method of 
assessment 

Written exam: 2hrs  

91 marks  

35% of A level  

Written exam: 2hrs  

91 marks  

35% of A level  

Written exam: 2hrs  

78 marks  

30% of A level  

There is no coursework, however what you learn in practicals will be assessed in the exams. 10% of the total 

marks awarded across all 3 papers will be for the use of mathematical skills. These are based on higher tier GCSE 

maths skills. 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Possible degree options include: Biology; Psychology; Sport and exercise science; Medicine; Anatomy; Physiology 
and Pathology Pharmacology; Toxicology and Pharmacy Chemistry. 
Possible career options include: GP; Clinical molecular geneticist; Nature conservation officer; Pharmacologist; 
Research scientist; Vet; Secondary school teacher; Marine biologist; Dentist. 
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Business 

Head of Department: Fiona Glen 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7132 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

No subject-specific entry requirements 

Subject Summary: 

Business is front-page news. The way companies operate is under greater scrutiny than ever before, while TV 
programmes like The Apprentice and Dragon’s Den have raised the profile of Business to a new generation. The 
Business A level enables you to engage with, explore and understand business behaviour and develop a critical 
understanding of what business is and does.  Using contemporary news stories you will analyse the decisions that 
businesses make and the internal and external factors that may impact on the success of those decisions.  You will 
learn that it is not just the business that is affected by the decisions it makes, but local communities, banks, and 
the environment.  The course includes relevant topics in today’s society such as digital technology and e-
commerce, business ethics, international business and globalisation. 

 

What will I study? 
Year 12 of the A level course covers the following topics:  
 What is business?  Managers, leadership and decision making  Decision making to improve marketing 
performance  Decision making to improve operational performance  Decision making to improve financial 
performance   Decision making to improve human resource performance.  
Year 13 of the course includes the following additional topics:  Analysing the strategic position of a business.  
 Choosing strategic direction  Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies  Managing strategic change. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will sit three exams in the May/June of year 13.  All exams are externally assessed and each accounts for 
33.3% of the A level.  The three papers are synoptic so cover all aspects of the course syllabus.  Most questions will 
be based on real business situations and will allow you to apply your knowledge and skills developed throughout 
the course. 
 
A level Business Paper 1: Fifteen multiple choice questions (15 marks) and short answer questions (35 marks) in 
two compulsory sections. 
A level Business Paper 2: Three multi-part data response compulsory questions (approx. 33 marks each). 
A level Business Paper 3: Six compulsory questions based on one case study (100 marks). 

 

 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

A level Business combines well with most other A level subjects and will provide you with an academic grounding 
for a number of future opportunities. Geography, Psychology, English, Politics and Modern Languages are often 
taken alongside a Business A level. Our Business students have gone on to study a diverse range of university 
courses including Management Sciences, International Tourism Management, Fashion Management, Music and 
English.  You may want to consider other options such as higher level apprenticeships or school leaver 
programmes. 
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Chemistry 

Head of Department: Robert May 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7405 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum A in GCSE Chemistry or minimum A in two of the following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the 
higher papers if you have studied the dual award. 
 
Subject Summary: 

A level Chemistry attempts to answer the big question ‘what is the world made of’ and it’s the search for this 
answer that makes this subject so fascinating. From investigating how one substance can be changed drastically 
into another, to researching a new wonder drug to save millions of lives, the opportunities that chemistry provides 
are endless. 

What will I study? 

A level Chemistry lasts two years, with exams at the end of the second year. The course is divided into the three 
traditional branches of chemistry: physical, organic and inorganic. All practical work is assessed in the written 
exams. 
 

In Year 12 you will study atomic structure,  amount of substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria, 
Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc, oxidation, reduction and redox equations, periodicity, the alkaline earth metals,  
the halogens, introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols and organic analysis 
In Year 13 you will cover thermodynamics, rate equations, equilibrium constant Kp,electrode potentials and 
electrochemical cells, acids and bases, properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides, transition metals, 
reactions of ions in aqueous solution, optical isomerism, aldehydes and ketones, carboxylic acids and derivatives, 
aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids, proteins and DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy and 
chromatography. There will also be a programme of practical work running throughout the two years. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper One Paper Two Paper Three 

Relevant Physical Chemistry topics  
Inorganic chemistry and relevant 
practical skills 

Relevant Physical Chemistry topics  
organic chemistry and relevant 
practical skills 

Any content 
Any practical skills 

written exam: 2 hours 
35% of A level 

written exam: 2 hours 
35% of A level 

written exam: 2 hours 
90 marks: 30% of A level 

105 marks of short and long 
answer questions 
 

105 marks of short and long 
answer questions 

40 marks on practical and analysis 
20 marks synoptic 
30 marks multiple choice  
 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Good subjects to study alongside Chemistry include Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Economics and Geography. 
Chemistry is a subject in its own right at university and there are closely related disciplines such as biochemistry, 
forensic science and chemical engineering. It is listed as a preferred subject for: medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacology, zoology, veterinary science and food science. Studying chemistry develops skills highly valued and 
much sought after by employers in careers such as accountancy and finance, computing and law. 
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Classical Civilisation 

Head of Department: Melanie Wright 

Exam Board: OCR Syllabus Code: H408 Qualification: A Level 
 

Prerequisites: 

Students must achieve a minimum of grade B in GCSE Classical Civilisation or 5 in English Language and Literature. 
No knowledge of Latin or Classical Greek is required as all texts are studied in translation. 
 
Subject Summary: 

The ancient civilisations of Greece and Rome provide the backdrop for this exciting, challenging and varied A Level.  
Classical Civilisation offers an exploration into many areas of the Classical world, including history, mythology, 
archaeology, art, architecture, politics and philosophy, all through the study of some of the finest literature of the 
Western world.  The influence of the Classical world is all around us, and studying this subject will give you the 
chance to explore some of these influences in their original, classical contexts. 
 

What will I study? 

OCR’s new A Level Classical Civilisation syllabus is published in September 2016.  Topics that students at DCHS have 
studied in recent years have included: 

 Greek Tragedy in its Context  
This unit involves the study of four plays from the corpus of the three great tragedians of 5th century Athens: 
Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides.  Plays are examined both as works of literature and as social and historical 
documents, and students investigate the origins and development of drama and the impact that classical 
drama has had on the modern world.   

 Homer’s Odyssey and Society 
Homer’s epic poem follows the perilous journey of the hero Odysseus in his bid to return home and reclaim his 
kingdom after the Trojan War.  As with the Tragedy unit, the Odyssey is studied as a work of literature and as a 
social document, and in this unit students explore the society and the values it represents.   

 Comic Drama in the Ancient World 
Students read four plays: Aristophanes’ Clouds and Lysistrata, and Plautus’ The Brothers Menaechmus and The 
Swaggering Soldier.  All texts are studied in their historical, literary and cultural contexts, with exploration of 
Athenian politics and the birth of democracy, and discussion on drama as a political and social tool.   

 Virgil and the World of the Hero 
Students read parts of Homer’s Iliad and trace the influence of this cornerstone work upon other authors, then 
read Virgil’s Aeneid in the context of the Augustan regime which formed the birth of the Roman Empire. 

You will have the opportunity to attend seminars on the topics, to see performances of the plays, and to visit 
classical sites in the UK and abroad. 
 
Post-Course Possibilities: 

The course encourages students to develop the skills which will enable them to go on to higher education to study 
a wide range of courses.  These skills include: analysis and evaluation; literary criticism; interpretation of sources; 
effective oral and written communication; a sensitive approach to and appreciation of different cultures and 
societies; and an understanding of the origins of the Western world. Universities offer Classical courses with or 
without Latin and in combination with English or Ancient History.  Students who choose to read Classics at 
university graduate with excellent prospects and go on to a variety of careers including: law, politics, civil service, 
academia, journalism, accountancy, PR, museum work and archaeology. 

 



 

28 | P a g e  
DCHS Sixth Form Prospectus 2017 

Computer Science 

Head of Department:  Mary Dunbar 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7517 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of grade A in Computer Science and/or Level 7 in Maths. 

Subject Summary: 

The digital world is going to play an important part in your future career – being able to understand how it works 
and how you can fully use the capabilities it provides will enable you to make the best of your opportunities. 
Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom 
to real-world systems. It’s an intensively creative subject that combines invention and resilience. The qualification 
values computational thinking, helping students to develop the skills to solve problems, design systems and 
understand the power and limits of human and machine intelligence. These concepts will be the best preparation 
for students who want to go on to study Computer Science at a higher level and will also provide a good grounding 
for other subjects that require computational thinking and analytical skills. 
 
What will I study? 

The course combines the study of computational theory with practical application of each topic using an object-
orientated programming language. JavaScript, Python and MySql are used to gain better understanding of the 
fundamentals of programming, data structures, algorithms, data representation and the theory of computation. 
Communication and networking is covered in Y13 together with functional programming and the systematic 
approach to programming. There is a high level of mathematical content as we look more deeply into algorithms 
and how to apply them to Big Data. You will develop your own computing practical project where you will have the 
opportunity to solve a problem of your own choosing such as an app that you think would be useful.  
 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Non-exam assessment 

Students answer a series of short 
questions and write/adapt/extend 
programs in an electronic answer 
document provided by the exam 
board. 

Compulsory short-answer and 
extended-answer questions. 

Students demonstrate practical 
ability in solving a practical problem 
of their own choosing. Internally 
assessed and externally moderated 

On-screen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
40% of A level 
 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
40% of A level 

75 marks 
20% of A level 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Any of the Science or Maths subjects would combine well with Computing, especially if you are considering taking 
these further, as computing is a key element in all of these university courses. Computer Science as a career offers 
many opportunities, especially as we look to the future where the need for computer scientists to fill the roles 
required by our economy is now becoming acute. This does not necessarily mean programming but may involve 
analysis, problem-solving and forward-thinking. Banking, engineering, science research and the medical industry 
are just some of the career paths that open up to you. 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 

Head of Department:  Gillian Dunn 

Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code:  7262 
Qualification: 
 

A level (Linear) 

This subject will be offered provided there is sufficient interest. 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a Level 5 in English Language and English Literature. 

Subject Summary: 

A level Drama and Theatre Studies is for students who enjoy reading and watching plays and taking part in them, 
with the emphasis on performance, the study of practitioners and playwrights from a performance perspective, 
and the development of a critical appreciation of live performances. It offers students the freedom to choose both 
the content and the form of their practical presentation, the opportunity to work in groups, and to own 
independence of their own work, under the guidance of experienced specialist teachers.  Students develop 
confidence, team-building, communication and other life skills. 

 

What will I study? 

The subject content for A-level Drama and Theatre is divided into three components: drama and theatre; creating 
original drama; and making theatre. 
 

Students will: create, perform and respond to drama and theatre; develop the creativity and independence to 
become effective theatre makers; explore the relationship between theory and practice in a range of theatrical 
styles and periods and historical, social and cultural contexts; learn how relevant research, independent thought 
and analysis of live theatre production can inform decision making in their practical work and put this 
understanding into practice; experience the ways in which theatre makers collaborate to create theatre. 
 

In the practical components students may specialise in performing, lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets and/or 
directing. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit One – Drama and Theatre Unit Two – Creating Original Drama Unit Three – Theatre 

 
Written Exam – 3 Hours 
Open Book 
80 Marks 
40% of A level 

 
Working Notebook – 40 marks 
Devised Performance – 20 marks 
60 marks in total 
30% of A level 

 
Performance Extract (40 marks) 
Reflective Report – 20 marks 
60 marks in total 
30% of A level 

 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

A level Drama and Theatre Studies can be studied with a range of other subjects from Mathematics and Science to 
Politics and English.  It is useful for students considering Higher Education in any arts or humanities subject 
including English Language and Literature, Journalism, Dance, Music, Art and Design, and Media Studies. 

Career opportunities for students who study A level Drama and Theatre Studies include: arts/theatre 
administration, arts journalism, director, actor, designer, playwright, stage management, theatre management, 
theatrical agent, technician, broadcasting, media presenting, education, drama therapy and scriptwriting. 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/subject-content/drama-and-theatre
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/subject-content/creating-original-drama
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/subject-content/creating-original-drama
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/subject-content/making-theatre
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Economics 

Head of Department: Fiona Glen 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7136 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Level 7 in GCSE Maths. 

Subject Summary: 

Economics has become high profile. The credit crunch, bankers’ bonuses and fears of a Euro meltdown are just 
three topics rarely out of the news in recent years. The Economics A level allows you to develop the knowledge 
and skills needed to understand and analyse economic data, think critically about economic issues, and make 
informed decisions. You will build upon your quantitative skills and appreciate that, when evaluating arguments, 
both qualitative and quantitative evidence are important.  Keeping up-to-date with events that may have an 
impact on the national and international economy will help you to apply your knowledge and understanding of 
Economics. 

 

What will I study? 

Microeconomics 
The operation of markets and market failure: 
• economic methodology and the economic problem  • price determination in a competitive market  • production, 
costs and revenue  • competitive and concentrated markets  • the market mechanism, market failure and 
government intervention in markets  • individual economic decision making  • perfect competition, imperfectly 
competitive markets, monopoly  • the labour market  • distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality. 
Macroeconomics 
The national and international economy:   
• the measurement of macroeconomic performance  • how the macro economy works: the circular flow of 
income, AD/AS analysis, and related concepts  • economic performance  • macroeconomic policy  • financial 
markets and monetary policy  • fiscal policy and supply-side policies  • globalisation. 
 
How will I be assessed? 

The A level has three, two hour written exams.  All exams are externally assessed. 
Paper 1: Markets and market failure: 
Section A – students choose one context from a choice of two; Section B – students choose one context from a 
choice of three. 
Paper 2: National and international economy:  
students answer two questions, Section A – students choose one context from a choice of two; Section B - 
students choose one context from a choice of three. 
Paper 3: Economic principles and issues:  
Section A – multiple choice; 
Section B – extended writing questions. 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

A level Economics combines well with many other A level subjects and will provide you with a grounding for a 
number of future opportunities. Geography, English, Psychology, Politics and Modern Languages are often taken 
alongside an Economics A level. Our students have gone on to study a diverse range of university courses including 
Economics, Engineering, Chemistry with Management, Geography and Politics.  
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English Language 

Head of Department:  Kate Brown 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7702 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Level 6 in GCSE English Language. 

Subject Summary: 

How do politicians and lawyers try to influence their audiences subliminally through their language choices? Do 
men and women use language differently? What makes advertising so manipulative? How do children learn to use 
language? Is slang creative or destructive? Do we discriminate against others based on their accents? These are 
just a few examples of the issues we explore in A Level English Language. The subject is an ideal choice for anyone 
who enjoys being both analytical and creative.  You will be given the opportunity to create your own texts as well 
as studying those written or spoken by others. It is best described as the science of language; rather than studying 
literary texts you will study ‘real’ language such as transcripts of speeches and conversations as well as media 
texts, including advertising, journalism and television broadcasts. 

 

What will I study? 

 
The course involves the study of a number of fascinating topics: 

 Language change – the history of English and the way in which it is constantly changing and evolving 

 Language variety – the way in which language varies according to many factors including social class, 
power and status, geographical location, age, gender and occupation. This includes the study of accent and 
dialect 

 Child language acquisition – the way in which children learn to speak and the way in which their reading 
and writing abilities develop 

 Original writing  

 Language investigation – an independent study into an area of language of your choosing 
 

How will I be assessed? 

There are two examination papers of 1 hour 30 minutes. The questions are a mixture of discursive essays on 
language diversity, directed writing and analysis of texts published on the paper. Methods of language analysis are 
integrated into the activities. 

 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

 
The study of English Language has been rising in significance at major universities for the past two decades and is 
valuable in a range of careers such as law, politics, and public relations, as well as the media and advertising 
industry. Many English degree courses now include a language element and a number of our students have gone 
on to study linguistics at university.  
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English Literature 

Head of Department: Kate Brown 

Exam Board: OCR Syllabus Code: H472 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of a grade 6 in both GCSE English Literature and English Language. 

 

Subject Summary: 

This A level is an ideal choice for anyone who genuinely loves reading and likes to think deeply about literature.  It 
is a highly respected A level and can be instrumental in helping you gain a university place in a variety of subjects.  
You will be encouraged to think analytically, consider different interpretations and engage fully in class discussion.  
Our style of working is excellent preparation for the seminar-style of teaching used at university. 

The course is a demanding one and you will be expected to study a range of challenging texts as well as reading 
around the subject.  This includes reading other works by the authors, looking at other texts within the genre, 
conducting research and evaluating critical opinion. 

 

What will I study? 

The course is entirely devoted to the study of literature: you will read a range of texts, building on the knowledge 
and skills you acquired at GCSE. The two main forms of assessment during the course are your oral contributions 
and the quality of your writing.  There is some scope for a creative response to a specific text within the 
coursework.  The content of the course will include the study of at least eight texts, covering drama, prose and 
poetry from Shakespeare to the present day.   

 

How will I be assessed? 

The new English Literature A level, which commenced in September 2015, has two components of assessment: 
exam and coursework.  There are two exams worth 40% each and there are two pieces of coursework that are 
worth a total of 20% of the overall grade. 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

As a subject, English Literature is valued for university entrance because of its intellectual demands.  Graduates are 
sought after by employers because of their transferable skills, such as their analytical and communication abilities.   

Career paths that previous English students have entered include: law, journalism, international relations, 
publishing, marketing, consultancy, teaching, banking and many more. 
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French 

Head of Department:  Jenny McFadyen 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7652 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade A at GCSE, with an A or A* in the writing examination. 

Subject Summary: 

A Level French puts you, the individual, on centre stage. You will learn how to express your considered and 
informed opinion on many aspects of daily life, both orally and in writing.  The role of the media, relationships, our 
role as citizens, the challenges of a changing, multicultural society, these are some of the topics you will 
explore.  There will be two set literary or film options as well.  For the oral, there is an individually researched 
project (IRP), and your teachers will advise and guide you through a choice of topic which can be chosen from a 
very wide range of cultural areas, eg historical, artistic, political. You will find the courses demanding and 
challenging, but you will enjoy them and at the end you will be delighted with your fluency and confidence. 

 

What will I study? 

You will listen to native speakers expressing their opinions on TV, radio, or in recorded interviews, sometimes by 
sound files at home. You will read current newspapers and magazines, and extracts from books.  You will also use 
the Internet to research topics using target language websites. You will spend time in class discussing, debating 
and role-playing, in pairs or small groups. 

In the second year of the course you will be able to show your awareness of the role France and your country plays 
in the global arena.  Your ability to defend and justify your views will be tested.  You will read one or two modern 
works of literature or films, investigate two or three topics in depth, and be helped to discuss them and write 
about them. 

You will spend one lesson a week in a small group working with an “Assistante”, which is invaluable for your 
progress towards the oral. You will probably also want to take part in a trip during your time in Years 12 and 13. 

We provide one text book approved for the new specification, at present on loan from school, and also advise you 
to purchase a grammar workbook, a vocabulary guide (Mot à mot) and a reference book, La Grammire en Clair. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

There will be a Listening paper, a Reading paper, a Writing paper (including essay) and an Oral. The examination is 
taken as a terminal exam in all skills at the end of Year 13. In the Oral you will discuss the topics and literature or 
film. For the listening you will operate a school-issue MP3 player giving flexibility to listen several times to each 
track. 

        

Post-Course Possibilities: 

Languages graduates are highly prized for their excellent communication and analytical skills, and their ability to 
sift, prioritise and report back on complex information in unfamiliar contexts. Therefore as well as in teaching, you 
will find them in law, in business (marketing, advertising, publicity), in the media, interpreting and translation, and 
in the arts world, cinema and theatre. Universities offer many joint honours courses eg with History or Politics. 
With languages under your belt, try a new one “ab initio” eg Portuguese, Arabic, Czech or Italian to boost your CV! 
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Further Maths 

Head of Department: Nisha de Alwis 

Exam Board*: tbc 
Syllabus 
Code*: 

tbc Qualification: A Level 

*We currently teach the MEI (OCR) specification, but we are awaiting further information on the 

accreditation of the new A Level specifications (Ofqual decision still pending Sept 2016) before 

making a decision as to which examination board to use for students beginning the course in 

September 2017. 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a Grade 8 or 9 (formerly an A*) in the GCSE examination.  
All students wishing to take Further Mathematics will need to discuss this individually with Miss de Alwis. 
 
Subject Summary: 

For those students who would like to maximise the degree of mathematics studied in the Sixth Form, the prospect 
of taking Further Mathematics A level is a superb opportunity. This is a challenging and rigorous option, well-
suited to those who enjoy a fast pace of study and who would relish the opportunity to study a broader range of 
mathematical concepts at a more in-depth level. The course is highly respected by universities and it enables 
students to distinguish themselves as very able mathematicians in their applications for both university and future 
employment.    
 
“Those students who had studied Further Mathematics to A-Level standard reported coping better with the 
mathematical content of the degree, and as such perceived that they required less additional support throughout 
their studies.” Institute of Physics ‘Mind the Gap’ report 2010.   
 
“In general, my university degree is harder than expected, especially the mathematical aspects. I felt thoroughly 
unprepared for the mathematics involved coming from only having Maths (no Further Maths) A-Level. My peers 
who did study Further Maths were much better prepared.” Engineering student – via Further Maths Support 
Programme. 
 

What will I study? 

As well as the content covered in A-Level Mathematics, students will cover additional Pure Mathematics, Statistics 
and Mechanics content. There may also be the opportunity to study Decision Mathematics – the study of 
algorithms, which has close links with Computer Science.  
 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations are taken at the end of Year 13. The exact structure, number and length of examinations will be 
determined by the final choice of examination board. There is no coursework element. 
 
Post-Course Possibilities: 

The admissions requirements of most university Mathematics Departments highlight the importance (if not 
necessity) of taking Further Mathematics A level. Students intending to apply for a Mathematics degree should 
consider A level Further Mathematics as essential. 
 
Students wishing to pursue degrees in STEM subjects with a high Mathematics content such as Economics, 
Engineering, Natural Sciences, Physics and Architecture amongst others will be placed at a significant advantage by 
taking Further Mathematics, particularly if applying to Oxbridge or Russell Group universities. 



 

35 | P a g e  
DCHS Sixth Form Prospectus 2017 

Geography 

Head of Department: Mark Lovewell 

Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code:  7037 Qualification:  
A level 
(Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a Grade B or higher in GCSE Geography. 

Subject Summary: 

If you have an interest in planet Earth, and the natural and human processes that shape it, then Geography could 
be for you. 
Geography focusses on investigating the world around us to improve our understanding of the natural and human 
forces which define the environments we explore and live in.  It also examines the complex relationships between 
people and their planet and seeks to devise ways in which we can sustainably improve our lives, whilst harnessing 
the array of resources available to us. Geography also informs us as to how we can be good stewards and 
guardians of this planet, our home. 
 
What will I study? 

Candidates will study a range of topics, which explore both the physical and human environment, whilst 
considering the significance of the connections between them. 

 The physical geography topics include: water and carbon cycles; coastal systems and landscapes; and 
ecosystems under stress. 

 The human geography topics include: global systems and global governance; changing places and 
population; and the environment. 

In each area of study candidates will consider their own values and attitudes to the issues being studied and 
support their learning through the study of specific case studies. Candidates will also develop a variety of 
cartographic and data analysis skills. 
There is also a Geography fieldwork investigation whereby candidates complete an individual investigation which 
must include data collected in the field. The individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined 
and developed by the candidate relating to any part of the topics.  The fieldwork will be carried out as part of a 
four day fieldwork trip which takes place in the spring term of year 12.  Please note the cost of this trip will be in 
the region of £350. 
 
How will I be assessed? 

Component 1: Physical Geography: 1 Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 40% of A-level, question types: multiple-
choice, short answer and extended prose 
Component 2: Human Geography: 1 Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 40% of A-level, question types: multiple-
choice, short answer and extended prose 
Component 3: Geography fieldwork investigation: 3 000 – 4 000 words, 20% of A-level, Fieldwork design and data 
collection carried out as part of a four day fieldtrip, supervised by expert field tutors and DCHS geography staff, 
marked by DCHS geography staff and moderated by AQA 
 
Post-Course Possibilities: 

Geography is regarded by the Russell Group Universities as a facilitating subject.  This means it is one of the most 
commonly accepted or preferred subjects to get on to a range of degree courses.  This is because it is an 
academically rigorous subject with a very wide range of transferable skills. These are skills which are in demand by 
employers and universities.  Geography provides career opportunities in many fields including business, education, 
urban planning, environmental management, engineering and surveying, public services, travel and tourism etc. 
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German 

Heads of Department:  Jo Coles & Wiebke Carr 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7662 Qualification: A level 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Grade A minimum at GCSE, including the writing examination. Please see us for individual consideration. 
 
Subject Summary: 

At A level German we will work together to help you develop your language skills in greater depth. You will learn 
how to express your considered and informed opinion on topics ranging from music to German history (see 
below). We also study a film, most likely ‘The lives of others’, and a novel, most likely ‘The Reader’, and you 
independently research an area of your chosen interest. 
You will spend one lesson a week in a small group working with an “Assistent/in”, which is invaluable for your 
progress towards the oral. We will also go on study tours to Berlin and Vienna. 
We will be working in a small group, with lots of debate, TV clips, music and laughter. The course is demanding and 
challenging, but you will thoroughly enjoy it and at the end you will be delighted with your fluency and confidence. 
 
 

What will I study? 

You will listen to native speakers expressing their opinions on TV, film, radio, or in recorded interviews, 
sometimes in sound files at home. You will read current newspapers, magazines, and extracts from books.  You 
will also use the Internet to research topics using target language websites. You will spend time in class 
discussing, debating and role-playing, in pairs or small groups.  Topics include: music, fashion, TV, Internet and 
media, modern family constellations, multi-culturalism, German history, the EU, traditions and festivals, 
architecture and culture. You can also freely choose a topic to look at in your independent research. And finally, 
we study a book and a film. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

The examination is taken as a terminal exam in all skills at the end of Year 13.  
Paper 1 includes Listening, Reading and Translation. Paper 2 is the Writing paper and consists of one essay each 
(approx. 400 words) on the film and the book. Paper 3 is the Oral exam, normally conducted by your own teacher. 
In the Oral you will discuss the topics and your independent research. For the listening exam you will use an MP3 
player, giving you the flexibility to listen several times to each track. You are also required to translate to and 
from German.  

           

Post-Course Possibilities: 

Taking a German A-level opens up many paths not only in Higher Education but also for your future job. 
Universities offer many joint honours courses eg with Law, (international) Business, Economics and Politics but 
also with English, History and Geography. With your skills of language learning, you will find trying a new 
language“ab initio” much easier, eg Portuguese, Arabic, Czech, Italian or Russian.  
In the job market, a foreign language opens up many paths and gives you a significant and sought-after skill, 
maybe giving you the edge over other applicants, particularly in areas as Engineering, Business or Science. 
Languages graduates are highly prized for their excellent communication and analytical skills, their ability to sift, 
prioritise and report back on complex information in unfamiliar contexts. Therefore as well as in teaching, you will 
find them in Law, in business (marketing, advertising, publicity), in the media, interpreting and translation, and in 
the arts world, cinema and theatre.  
An A-level in German would also make it much easier to go and study, live or work in Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, or in European headquarters of many institutions and companies. 
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Government & Politics 

Head of Department:  Andy Bird 

Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus Code: TBC Qualification: A level 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve at least grade B in GCSE History or Geography. If you did not study either of these subjects, 
then at least grade 6 in English Language or Literature is required. 
 

Subject Summary: 

Have you ever wondered: 

 What is going to be the political impact of Brexit? 

 What actually goes on in the Houses of Parliament? 

 How did UKIP get so many votes and so few seats? 

 What actually is anarchy? 

 What are the features and benefits of multiculturalism? 

 If you could ever understand all the jokes on “Have I Got News for You”? 

 How does UK politics compare to American and Global Politics? 
Government and Politics is an exciting and popular subject at A Level. It is a subject which challenges students to 
think for themselves and express opinions with clarity and sound reasoning. Students are encouraged to engage 
with current affairs and to debate the most important issues of the day in class. Those who can bring 
contemporary debates into their written work will also benefit considerably. It’s a subject which is never dull, 
always changing and of considerable value if you want to understand the world around us. The department at 
Challoner’s is successful, with a large number of girls continuing to study the subject, in various forms, at 
university. 
 

What will I study? 

Component One Component Two Component Three 

UK Politics 

 Political Participation 

 Core Ideas (Liberalism, 
Conservatism and 
Socialism) 

UK Government 

 UK Government 

 Optional Ideas (choose one 
from anarchism, ecologism, 
feminism, multiculturalism and 
nationalism) 

Comparative Politics 
Either 

 US Government & Politics 
Or 

 Global Politics 

How will I be assessed? 

Component One Component Two Component Three 

UK Politics 
A range of short and long answer 
questions 

UK Government 
A range of short and long answer 
questions 

Comparative Politics 
A range of short and long answer 
questions 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

As well as providing you with an invaluable understanding of how power is developed and used around the 
country and the world, the study of Government & Politics at A level teaches you to assimilate and communicate 
large amounts of contemporary and evolving information.  These skills are valuable for a wide variety of careers, 
including journalism, law, new media, tourism and management. 
At A level, it combines well with many other subjects – especially History, English, Modern Foreign Languages & 
Economics, and many students have successfully combined it with sciences. 
Russell Group universities consider it a “useful qualification” to access a broad range of courses at the top 
universities (including History, Law and MFL). 
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History 

Head of Department:  Andy Bird 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7042 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade B in GCSE History. 

Subject Summary: 

History is a qualification that is highly regarded by universities and employers, being a traditional and well 
established A Level, described by the Russell Group of Universities as one of the ‘facilitating subjects’.  The History 
A Level builds on the skills developed during the GCSE course.  
The study of A Level History develops skills of research, selecting relevant information, and communicating 
findings effectively.  Our students will also acquire skills in evaluating and analysing evidence, distinguishing 
between conflicting views and interpretations, and presenting structured, pointed and critical arguments.   
 
What will I study? 

Our exciting course provides a stimulating variety of topics incorporating British and World history and allows our 
students to cover some of the most interesting and controversial historical debates. 
 
Component 1: Breadth Study: The British Empire, c.1857-1967. 
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence in 
this period through the following key questions: 

 Why did the British Empire grow and contract? 

 What part did economic factors play in the development of the British Empire? 

 How did the Empire influence British attitudes and culture? 

 How did the indigenous peoples respond to British rule? 
 
Component 2: Depth Study: The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945–1980 
This option provides for a study in depth of the challenges faced by the USA at home and abroad as it emerged 
from the Second World War as a Superpower. It explores concepts and ideas such as American identity at home 
and abroad, anti-communism, social equality, ethnic identities and federal versus states’ rights. It also encourages 
students to reflect on the nature of democracy in a pluralist society, political protest and the power of the media. 
 
Component 3: Historical Investigation (Personal Study): Rebellions under the Tudors: 1485 - 1603 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 

Examination in June 2018 
Breath Study: The British Empire 
40% of the final mark 

Examination in June 2018 
Depth Study: American Dream 
40% of the final mark 

Coursework in Year 13 
The Tudors 
20% of the final mark 

 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

The skills and abilities developed at A level History, without doubt, represent an impressive portfolio that is much 
sought after by universities and employers and will be highly beneficial for all manner of degree courses and 
professions; from medicine to law, and engineering to journalism. As a subject it combines very well with Politics, 
RS, Geography, Economics, Maths, Modern Foreign Languages and Sciences. 
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Latin 

Head of Department: Melanie Wright 

Exam Board: OCR Syllabus Code: H443 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Prerequisites: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade B in GCSE Latin. 
 
Subject Summary: 

A Level Latin encourages the development of critical analytical skills with which sensitively to engage and evaluate 
the Latin language and language in general.  The range of texts studied allows students to develop a lasting 
interest in, and enthusiasm for, the literary, historical and cultural features of the ancient world.   

 

What will I study? 

Students will build upon the skills developed during GCSE through the translation of the works of verse and prose 
of authors from the 1st Centuries BC and AD.  This includes translation of Latin text into English, evaluation of the 
literature including personal responses, and a demonstration of the understanding of Latin literary techniques.  
You will sharpen your knowledge and understanding of Latin accidence and syntax and have the opportunity to 
develop your execution of prose composition (English into Latin). 
 
Your prose set texts will be Cicero’s Pro Milone - a legal speech in defence of Milo, a Roman senator accused of 
murdering Clodius, a notorius gang leader, in 52 BC – and Tacitus’ Annals I, an account of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius.  You will also study a selection of poets: the love elegy of Ovid, Propertius and Tibullus, as well as part of 
Virgil’s Aeneid, his epic tale on the founding of Rome. 

You will be expected to make personal and critical analyses of the texts through discussion and essays, and you will 
have the opportunity to attend seminars on the texts and to visit classical sites in the UK and abroad. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

You will sit four written examinations in Summer 2018: 

 Latin Language - unseen translation: translation of verse and prose text into English (1 hour 45 minutes, 
33%) 

 Latin Language – prose composition or comprehension: translation of English text into Latin and 
comprehension of a Latin passage (1 hour 15 minutes, 17%) 

 Prose Literature: translation, comprehension and analysis of prose set text (2 hours, 25%) 

 Verse Literature: translation, comprehension and analysis of verse set text (2 hours, 25%) 
 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

The course encourages students to develop the skills which will enable them to go on to higher education to study 

a wide range of courses, and it is recognised by universities as an indicator of high academic ability.  Skills 

developed include: analysis and evaluation; literary criticism and interpretation of sources; effective oral and 

written communication; a sensitive approach to and appreciation of different cultures and societies; and an 

understanding of the origins and foundations of the Western world.  Students who choose to read Classics at 

university graduate with excellent employment prospects and go on to a variety of careers including: law, politics, 

civil service, academia, journalism, accountancy, public relations, archaeology and museum work. 
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Maths 

Head of Department: Nisha de Alwis 

Exam Board*: tbc 
Syllabus 
Code*: 

tbc Qualification:  A Level 

*We currently teach the MEI (OCR) speciifcation, but we are awaiting further information on the 

accreditation of the new A Level specifications (Ofqual decision still pending Sept 2016) before 

making a decision as to which examination board to use for students beginning the course in 

September 2017. 

Prerequisites: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics (Grade A for the previous GCSE course). 
 
Subject Summary: 

‘Mathematics and Further Mathematics are versatile qualifications, well-respected by employers, and are both 
“facilitating” subjects* for entry to higher education. Careers for men and women with good mathematics skills 
and qualifications are not only well paid, but they are also often interesting and rewarding. People who have 
studied mathematics are in the fortunate position of having an excellent choice of career. Whilst the number of 
young people studying A-Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics is increasing, there is still a huge demand 
from science, engineering and manufacturing employers.’ – Further Maths Support Programme. 
 

Mathematics is required by a wide range of students, from those intending to read Maths or Maths-related 
courses at university to those needing particular techniques to support other subjects or their chosen career. A- 
Level students learn an approach to mathematics that will equip them to use it in the adult world. The key skills of 
Problem Solving, Communication, Numeracy and Information Technology form an integral part of the A-Level 
Mathematics course.  
 

What will I study? 

Students who enjoy Mathematics will find the step up to the rigorous pace and challenge of the A-Level course 
rewarding. This substantially extends the topics covered in GCSE work, such as Algebra, Trigonometry and 
Geometry, as well as introducing many new and complex mathematical concepts such as Calculus and Proof. 
 

Students will also extend their knowledge of Statistics, studying data analysis and presentation, probability and 
Hypothesis Testing. A feature of the new A-Level is the application of statistical techniques to large datasets. 
Students will additionally undertake the study of Mechanics – using mathematics to model physical problems in 
the real world.  
 

There will be a significantly increased emphasis on the use of technology in teaching and learning.  
 

How will I be assessed? 

All external examinations are taken at the end of Year 13. Examination questions may draw on the content of the 
whole specification and there is an increased emphasis on problem solving. The number, structure and length of 
the examination papers will be determined by the choice of examination board (see above*). There is no 
coursework element. 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

Studying A level Mathematics is essential for students aspiring to read a variety of Maths-related subjects at 
university, for example: Mathematics, Statistics, Physics and Engineering. It can be useful for a range of other 
degree courses such as Architecture, Economics, Psychology and Accounting. Studying Mathematics also 
complements courses such as Geography, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science. 
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Music 

Head of Department: Joanna Korzinek 

Exam Board:  Edexcel Syllabus Code:  9MU01 Qualification: A level (Linear) 

This subject will be offered provided there is sufficient interest. 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade B in GCSE Music. A minimum of Grade 6 is required on any 
instrument.  Grade 5 theory is highly recommended. 
 
Subject Summary: 

As an A level musician, you will build on your understanding of Music gained at GCSE as you learn to perform, 
compose and appreciate different types of music, developing critical and creative thinking, cultural, aesthetic and 
emotional awareness, and the ability to make music individually and as part of a group. 
You do not need to have decided on a career in Music in order to justify studying it at A level or even at university 
or college. The transferrable skills developed through studying and performing music are valuable in a multitude of 
career paths, musical or otherwise.  

 

What will I study? 

A level Music consists of three components: Performing, Composing and Appraising.  
The key content of musical elements, contents and language are taught through six Areas of Study: Vocal Music, 
Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music & Jazz, Fusions and New Directions. Set works show real 
examples of how these are used within different types of music and will contribute towards a holistic 
understanding of music as students investigate, analyse and evaluate music and its features.  
Building on this understanding, students will explore stylistic features through practical methods of composition 
and performance. Developing a working knowledge of harmony, instrumental techniques and genre, students will 
produce a small composition portfolio, one piece of which will be in response to a set brief. 
Students will also develop their solo and ensemble performance skills through workshops and informal and formal 
performances, building on the work undertaken in instrumental or vocal lessons.  
 
How will I be assessed? 

Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Music is 100% externally assessed, and consists of one written paper and two non-
examined assessment components.  
 
COMPONENT 1: PERFORMING (30%) 
COMPONENT 2: COMPOSING (30%) 
COMPONENT 3: APPRAISING (40%) 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

Many of those hoping to study Music beyond school will opt either for university, where there is a stronger focus 
on academic study, or music college, where the bias is towards performance work. Most universities offer good 
performing opportunities, composition and other practical courses such as music technology; some will offer 
instrumental/vocal tuition at a nearby conservatoire. Music can often be combined with other subjects such as 
Mathematics and Modern Languages. 
If you are keen on pursuing a career in music, it is not just the tough world of professional performance open to 
you. There is an ever-increasing number of openings in broadcasting, journalism, music therapy, publishing, sound 
engineering, events management and teaching to name but a few. Music administration, orchestral management 
and education assistants with orchestras are also popular and rewarding careers. 
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Physical Education 

Head of Department: Rachel Smet 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: TBC Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

GCSE ‘B’ grade minimum in either additional science or a separate science subject and GCSE Physical 
Education.  Students must have an active interest in sport to club level. 
 
 
Subject Summary: 

A Level Physical Education includes both practical and theoretical components. The aims of the new syllabus are 
to: focus on a single physical activity throughout the course; build on their previous experience from Key Stage 4 
and GCSE to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the factors that affect performance and participation 
in sport and physical activity; and to evaluate and discuss contemporary developments in sport, such as the impact 
of new technology, sport-specific rehabilitation and the use of ergogenic aids.  

 

What will I study? 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Skill Acquisition 

 Sport and Society 

 Exercise Physiology and Biomechanics 

 Sports Psychology 

 Sport and Society and technology in Sport 
 
 
How will I be assessed? 

Component 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 

Assessment: Written Paper:    2 hours/105 marks (35% of overall A Level)                                                                                                    

Component  2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport 

Assessment: Written Paper:    2 hours/105 marks (35% of overall A level)                                                                                                            

Component 3: Non-Exam Assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport 

Assessment: Practical  internal assessment, external moderation:    90 marks  (30% of A Level) 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

 Sports Therapy  Physiotherapy  Sports Psychology  Sport and Exercise Science  Exercise Physiology  Sports 
Coach  Sports Development Officer  Sports Administrator  PE Teacher. Employment opportunities include sport 
science support within sports governing bodies, health promotion, teaching, the computer industry, medical sales, 
professional sport, paramedical training and research. 
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Physics 

Head of Department:  Matt Pearson 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7407/7408 Qualification:  A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum A in GCSE Physics or minimum A in two of the following: Core, Additional or Further Science on the 
higher papers if you have studied the dual award. 
 
Subject Summary: 

Physics ranges from the impossibly small to the inconceivably large. We explore the fundamental nature of 
everything we know of and probe the furthest reaches of the cosmos to study nature in all its intricacies and 
wonders. The course will help nurture and develop a passion for the subject and lay the foundations for further 
study and careers in physical sciences. Students will develop a broad range of advanced practical skills and handle 
a variety of specialist equipment, allowing for a real appreciation of the duality of theory and experimentation.  
 
What will I study? 

First year of A level 
Measurements and their errors; Particles and radiation; Waves; Mechanics and energy; Electricity. 
Second year of A level 
Further mechanics and thermal physics; Fields; Nuclear physics plus one option from: Astrophysics; Medical 
physics; Engineering physics; Turning points in physics; Electronics. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

 
What’s 
assessed? 
 

Topics from first year of 
study, including relevant 
practical skills. 

Topics from second year of 
study, including relevant 
practical skills 

Practical skills, data analysis, 
option topic 

Method of 
assessment 

Written exam: 2 hours 
85 marks 
34% of A level 

Written exam: 2 hours 
85 marks 
34% of A level 

Written exam: 2 hours 
80 marks 
32% of A level 

Question type 
 
 

60 marks: a mixture 
of short and long 
answer questions. 
25 marks: multiple 
choice questions 

60 marks: a mixture 
of short and long 
answer questions. 
25 marks: multiple 
choice questions 

45 marks: questions 
on practical experiments and 
data analysis 
35 marks: questions 
on optional topic 

 

There is no coursework, however what you learn in practicals is assessed in the exams.  

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Possible degree options include: Mathematics, Mechanical Engineering, Computer Science, Civil Engineering, 
Economics, Business.  
Possible career options include: Geophysicist/field seismologist, Healthcare scientist/medical physics, Radiation 
protection practitioner, Research scientist, Scientific laboratory technicians, Secondary school teacher, 
Meteorologist, Operational researcher, Patent attorney, Systems developer, Technical author.  
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Psychology  

Head of Department:  Claire Kemp 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7182 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a B grade in either Additional Science or a separate science subject. 
 
Subject Summary: 

A level Psychology will give you an understanding of the way people think and why people behave in certain ways. 
You will learn a variety of skills including analytical thinking, improved communication, problem solving and many 
more that will prepare you for an exciting future with the possibility of a range of fantastic careers. 

What will I study? 

Paper 1: Introductory topics in Psychology. Topics in this section include: Social Influence, where you will learn 
about changes in an individual’s beliefs, attitudes or behaviours that result from an interaction with another 
individual or a group; Memory, which focuses on this one aspect of cognitive psychology and the different aspects, 
including, working memory, forgetting, and the cognitive interview; Attachment, whch covers the topic of 
attachment and the closely associated concept of maternal deprivation; Psychopathology, including definitions of 
abnormality, characteristics of different disorders and explanations and treatments of these disorders.  
 
Paper 2: Psychology in Context, including: Approaches in Psychology covering the different psychological 
approaches as well as the origins of psychology; Biopsychology, which focuses on the different aspects of the 
biological bases of behaviour; Research Methods and Issues, and Debates in Psychology - in this section some of 
the questions will assess your mathematical skills through simple calculations and interpretation of data. 
 
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology, in which topics include, Gender, Eating Behaviour and Aggression. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 

Written exam: 2 hours 
96 marks in total 
33.3% of A level 

Written exam: 2 hours 
96 marks in total 
33.3% of A level 

Written exam: 2 hours 
96 marks in total 
33.3% of A level 

 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Possible degree options: 
Popular courses for students who have taken an A level in psychology are: Psychology, English studies, Sociology, 
Business studies, Teaching, Sport and exercise science, and Law. 
 
Possible career options: 
Studying psychology at university can give you a whole host of exciting career options, including: Marketing, 
Business development, Accountancy, Human resources, Forensic psychology, Occupational therapy, Clinical 
psychology, Nursing, and Teaching. 
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Religious Studies, Philosophy & Ethics 

Head of Department: Sharon Gladman  

Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus Code: 9RS0 Qualification: A level (Linear) 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must achieve a minimum of Grade B in GCSE Religious Studies.  If you have not studied this subject at 
GCSE a students must achieve a minimum of Level 7 in GCSE English Language. 
 
Subject Summary: 

Philosophy and Ethics debates questions such as: 

 Does the universe show evidence of Design?  Does this imply a designer or is Natural Selection the answer? 

 If God exists, why is evil allowed?           

 Is there a soul? Can we survive death? 

 Is religious experience verifiable?           

 Can you ever justify taking a life? 

 Should you be allowed to choose who you donate your organs to? 

 Who would you save in a burning building, your dad or the doctor with the cure for cancer? 
 

What will I study? 

These are the options within the specification proposed by Edexcel which we intend to offer in September 2017.  
However, these may be revised in content because the Edexcel specification is yet to receive Ofqual accreditation. 
Philosophy of Religion: Content overview 
Philosophical issues and questions  e.g. arguments for and against God; life after death; the nature and influence 
of religious experience; problems of evil and suffering; philosophical language; works of scholars; influences of 
developments in religious belief. 
Ethics: Content overview 
Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics; A study of three ethical theories; Application of 
ethical theories to issues of importance; Ethical language; Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars; 
Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues. 

Christianity: Content overview 
Religious beliefs, values and teachings; Sources of wisdom and authority; Practices that shape and express religious 
identity; Social and historical developments; Works of scholars; Religion and society; Primary texts. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 

Written examination paper (2 hours) 
33.33% of the qualification  

Written examination paper (2 hours) 
33.33% of the qualification  

Written examination paper (2 hours) 
33.33% of the qualification  

 

Good Subject Combinations and Post-Course Possibilities: 

Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics is a subject that works well with any combination of Science, Humanities 
and Arts subjects, as it develops skills of investigation, analysis, interpretation and evaluation. The course is highly 
respected by universities and employers as it proves that you have developed these key skills.  It is an excellent 
preparation for any humanities degree and also for reading medicine, dentistry, law and PPE.  According to AGCAS 
(the Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Service), RS/Theology graduates go into a wide range of careers.  
These include financial services, law, business, education, medicine, management, the civil service, journalism, 
publishing, broadcast, film and media and politics. 
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Spanish 

Head of Department:  Laurence Devaux 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: TBC Qualification: A level (Linear) 

 

Entry Requirements: 

The entry requirement is to have achieved at least a grade A in your Spanish GCSE, with an A or A* in the writing 
examination.  
 
Subject Summary: 

A Level Spanish puts you, the individual, on centre stage. Throughout the Spanish A level course you will learn how 
to express your considered and informed opinion on many aspects of current life, both orally and in writing.  The 
role of the media, relationships, our role as citizens, the challenges of a changing, multicultural society, the 
political system: these are some of the topics you will explore.  You will find the course demanding, perhaps 
challenging at times, but certainly stimulating but at the end you will be delighted with your fluency and 
confidence in the language and your in-depth knowledge of Spanish speaking countries. 

 

What will I study? 

You will develop your listening comprehension skills by listening to native speakers expressing their opinions on 
TV, radio, or in recorded interviews, sometimes in sound files at home. You will hone your reading comprehension 
skills by reading current newspapers and magazines, and extracts from books.  You will also use the Internet to 
research topics independently using target language websites. You will spend time in class discussing, debating 
and role-playing, in pairs or small groups. In the second year of the course you will be made aware of the role that 
Spanish speaking countries play in the global arena.  Your ability to defend and justify your views will be 
tested.  You will also study one or two modern works of literature or films, investigate two or three topics in 
depth, and learn to discuss and write about them. 

You will have a weekly session in a small group working with Spanish “Auxiliar”, which is invaluable for your 
progress towards the oral. You may also want to take part in a trip during your time in Years 12 and 13. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed on all four skills and as such your examination will consist of three written papers: a Listening, 
a Reading and a Writing paper (including essay and translation) as well as an Oral examination. The examination is 
taken as a terminal exam in all skills at the end of Year 13. In the Oral you will discuss the topics studied 
throughout the 2-year course as well as the literature and/or film you have analysed. For the listening you will 
operate a school-issue MP3 player giving you flexibility the to listen several times to each track. 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

Languages graduates are highly prized for their excellent communication and analytical skills, and their ability to 
sift, prioritise and report back on complex information in unfamiliar contexts. Therefore as well as in teaching, you 
will find them in Law, in business (marketing, advertising, publicity), in the media, interpreting and translation, and 
in the arts world, cinema and theatre. Universities offer many joint honours courses e.g. with History or Politics. 
With one or several languages under your belt, try a new one “ab initio” e.g. Portuguese, Arabic, Czech or Italian to 
boost your CV! 
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EPQ 

Head of Department: Tim Shepherd 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7993 Qualification: EPQ 
 

Entry Requirements: 

All students will take this qualification. 

Subject Summary: 

Students complete an independent extended research project in any area that interests them. Offering the EPQ is 
part of our commitment to developing independent, self-motivated learning amongst our students. Universities 
and employers value a student’s ability to research and analyse material independently, and completing this 
qualification allows them to demonstrate their achievement in these areas. The skills acquired in the process of 
gaining the qualification will also help them in their studies once at university. 
 

What will I study? 

The chosen project need not be linked to A level study and so allows them to explore in depth any topic about 
which they are passionate. In practice there is often a link with future university study, which will generally be 
related in some way to the subjects chosen for A level, but this is only because these too reflect the students’ 
interests. 
 

The students: choose an area of interest; draft a title and aims of the project; plan, research and carry out the 
project; deliver a presentation to a specified audience; provide evidence of all stages of project development and 
production for assessment. 
 

The complete project must involve a total of at least 120 hours of work. Much is done independently but students 
will also have one hour a week timetabled when they receive support and advice in managing the project and also 
help in developing the requisite skills. The course commences in January (Y12) and ends in December (Y13). 
 
How will I be assessed? 

Students are assessed on their ability to manage, develop, record and realise their projects. The EPQ is graded on 
an A* to E scale. 

The evidence for assessment will comprise the following: 

 the completed Production Log and Assessment Record including the Project Proposal Form, Presentation 
Record and Candidate Record Form. A Research Journal and other evidence of good project 
management are also desirable. All research needs to be fully documented. 

 The project product including a written report and any other evidence, as appropriate, depending on the 
topic or subject area chosen. The product can either be an extended essay or an artefact plus a shorter 
essay. 

 

Post-Course Possibilities: 

The skills and independence acquired and practised in the course of completing the project will be invaluable for 
University study and for most careers. 
The EPQ is worth the equivalent of half an A level in UCAS points and is often an important point for discussion in 
University interviews. Some Universities drop their standard undergraduate offer by one grade if students achieve 
an A in their EPQ. 

 



 

48 | P a g e  
DCHS Sixth Form Prospectus 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The new Sixth Form Common Room and Sixth Form Study 

Room mean that we can work hard, socialise with friends 

and of course always have the opportunity to make those 

much-needed cups of tea!” 
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Safeguarding Statement 

  

Dr Challoner’s High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. We are fully committed 

to ensuring that consistent effective safeguarding procedures are in place to support families, 

children and staff. At Dr Challoner’s High School we raise awareness of child protection issues, 

including radicalisation, to equip staff and children with the skills needed to keep them safe. 

All concerns are passed to the Designated Safeguarding Lead in compliance with ‘Keeping Children 

Safe in Education’ and our Safeguarding Policy. At Dr Challoner’s High School we practice safer 

recruitment practices and ensure that successful applicants are subject to safeguarding checks. 

If a parent has any safeguarding concerns about their daughter or any other student at DCHS they 

should contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead: Giles Monks, Deputy Head.  
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And finally … 

Ten reasons you should choose DCHS for the best Sixth Form Experience, from the 
Head Girl Team: 
 

1. The close relationship students have with the staff creates a unique school 

experience making all aspects of Challoner’s life enjoyable and supportive. 

2. The genuine care and interest teachers have in the students creates an 

incredible dynamic where each girl gets the help and support she needs. 

3. Challoner’s Sixth Form provides a challenging work environment that allows 

girls to gain valuable skills and independence for later life. 

4. Students have access to a rich and fulfilling education, over a wide-range of 

subjects, including Art, Music, and Drama, which leads them to excel in their 

studies and achieve outstanding results. 

5. Our tight knit Challoner’s community fosters life-long friendships, where new 

girls feel like old girls in no time. 

6. Girls from a very wide range of backgrounds and opinions make up Challoner’s 

Sixth Form, teaching students to see the world through different perspectives. 

7. At Challoner’s there is no glass ceiling and our girls are encouraged to push 

societal boundaries and pursue ambitions, academic or otherwise. 

8. The Sixth Form gives students countless opportunities to get involved in the 

school and the wider community – showing that there’s so much more to 

school than lessons! 

9. Our incredibly enthusiastic staff, coupled with amazing trips, such as New 

York, Washington DC, Rome, and Geneva, provide an immersive and fulfilling 

education. 

10. In the words of a student: “Challoner’s manages to combine academic 

excellence with pure joy and I wouldn’t want to study anywhere else.” 

 

The Head Girl Team 2016 – 17 
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Thank you for taking the time to read our Sixth Form Prospectus. We are incredibly proud of our Sixth 

Form and of course most importantly of the fantastic girls who make DCHS Sixth Form such a 

dynamic, exciting and wonderful place to spend two years.  If you have any questions or would like 

any further information please do get in touch via the contact details at the bottom of the page. 

Thank you for taking the time to read our Sixth Form Prospectus. We are incredibly proud of our 

Sixth Form and most importantly of the fantastic girls who make the Sixth Form at DCHS such a 

dynamic, exciting and wonderful place.  If you have any questions or would like any further 

information please do get in touch via the contact details at the bottom of the page. 

Nicola George, Director of Sixth Form 

Dr Challoner’s High School, Cokes Lane, Little Chalfont, Bucks, HP7 9QB 

Tel: 01494 763296 

Email: sixthform@challonershigh.com 

 

Dr Challoner’s High School, Cokes Lane, Little Chalfont, Bucks, HP7 9QB 

Tel: 01494 763296 

Email: SixthFormadmissions@challonershigh.com 

mailto:sixthform@challonershigh.com
mailto:SixthForm@challonershigh.com

