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Our Ethos
Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School is a place 

where faith, ambition and love combine to create 

a unique environment for personal development 

and learning. This is a vibrant place of activity, 

inclusivity and kindness which allows children 

to flourish and grow in confidence with every 

passing day.

We believe that each individual is a unique 

creation of God and that our role is to 

nurture every child’s talents and gifts to 

their full potential.  Our school thrives on the  

Gospel values of Peace, Justice, Truth and Love 

and we warmly invite you to become a part of 

our community.

We strive for Quality & Excellence in all that we do
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Welcome
Welcome to Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School. 

Over the next few pages, we hope to give you an 

insight into what our school is like. Furthermore, 

we make a commitment to you and your child to 

deliver on our promises. 

We’ve always believed that the best way to 

predict the future is to create it. We understand 

that your child is unique and we are creating a 

school that provides a positive environment to 

ensure your child is valued and encouraged to 

explore their gifts and talents.

As educators, we are in a very privileged 

position to shape young people’s lives. We 

also recognise the crucial role that parents 

and carers play, working in collaboration with  

the school, to create confident and successful 

young people.

Our Mission is clear - to provide the best 

educational experience for your child. This, 

combined with the warmth, care and dedication 

of our staff, enable our students to grow and 

flourish into well-rounded individuals who 

respect others and make a valuable contribution 

to society. 

This is what you and your child will receive 

if you choose to join this vibrant and dynamic 

community.

Declan Linnane, Headteacher

“The Headteacher’s determination to instil in pupils the 
school’s shared values of Peace, Justice, Truth and Love 
are evident in many aspects of the school’s work. As a 
result, pupils respect their environment and each other.”

Ofsted 2016
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Academic Ambition

We understand that, when we take on the responsibility of your 
child’s education, you expect the very best from us in order to 
achieve your child’s maximum potential.

Standards are important 

Our programme of academic development is 

specifically designed to focus on improving every 

pupil’s chance of achieving the highest academic 

success. It is based on a flexible structure of 

pastoral care that individually monitors each 

child. We use methods of tailored guidance and 

intervention to make sure pupils stay on the 

right path in order to achieve their full potential.  

We emphasise the importance of parental support 

and independent learning. By working together 

with our highly committed and dedicated staff, 

we will ensure that the academic programme 

at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School is the 

correct choice for you and your child. 

“A broad and balanced curriculum enables pupils to 
pursue their interests and ensures that they attain the 
GCSE qualifications they need for the next stage of their 
education or training.”

Ofsted 2016
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Pastoral Care
Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School prides 

itself on caring for the individual. The pastoral 

system is designed to provide a supportive and 

caring, yet disciplined, environment to enable 

all students to achieve their potential, have 

a positive experience of school and develop 

lifelong friendships.

Celebrating Success

Student Voice

Our students not only appreciate the care, 

support and challenge that we provide, they 

also understand the importance of recognising 

success. Celebrating the achievements and 

contributions of our students reflects the  

school’s ethos. This is acknowledged through a 

variety of assemblies and at the ‘NBS Awards 

Presentation Evening’.

Our students are encouraged to play a pivotal 

role in their school, community and parish. 

We ensure that the views of all our students 

are represented at all levels. Whether they are 

an elected member of the Student Council or 

a prefect, every student is encouraged to take 

part in important discussions to help shape the 

future of their school. 

“My children have always received support and guidance 
from all members of staff and thrive in this community. 
I am very proud to say my children attend this school.”

Parent
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A Competitive Spirit!
Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School has always 

excelled within the sporting arena, achieving 

success at district, county and national level.

Our emphasis is on the enjoyment and 

involvement of all students, regardless of their 

ability. We offer a wide range of sports through 

which our students learn the values of teamwork 

and participation. They experience different 

roles and responsibilities, including leadership 

and coaching, which equips them with key skills 

for the future.

“Parents are delighted with how well the school is led and 
with how happy and safe their children are and would 
recommend this school to another parent.”

Ofsted 2016 
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Enrichment
We relish providing opportunities for success 

in many different ways so that everyone can 

experience the joy of achievement.

We have a broad and ever-evolving spectrum 

of clubs, trips and events to supplement our 

pupil’s educational experience. Our enrichment 

programme includes trips to a variety of 

destinations and The Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award has recently been relaunched, enhancing 

the development of essential life skills. 

We actively encourage our students to participate 

in public speaking, theatrical performances and 

external sporting competitions. This helps them 

gain confidence, to be articulate and to express 

their individuality. 

“There is always so much to get involved in and something 
to meet every interest!”   

Year 7 Student 
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Faith Filled
We pride ourselves on the Gospel Values of 

Peace, Justice, Truth and Love and use these to 

strengthen the school’s culture and ethos which 

is integrated into students’ daily lives through 

our pastoral care system.

Faith is communicated through our masses, 

assemblies, reflective retreats and by the 

inspirational guests who regularly visit our 

school. Our student chaplaincy team lead  

our school in all areas of worship and prayer 

to ensure that our community grows stronger  

each day.  

Students have the opportunity to visit the 

Emmaus Centre during PSHE and lunchtime, 

where they can experience time together, prayer 

and reflection.

“Religious Education is at the heart of the school.”

Diocesan Inspection 2016
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“Pupils’ conduct around the school is exemplary. They are 
welcoming to visitors, socialise well at break and lunchtimes 
and are keen to talk, with pride, about their school.”  

Ofsted 2016

Community
We are a diverse and dynamic community  

in which pupils are fully engaged. We have 

a comprehensive ‘Year 6 into 7’ Transition 

Programme, where time is taken to make sure 

that we get to know you and your child to ensure 

that they have a positive introduction to the next 

chapter of their lives. 

We also reach out to the wider community 

through our charity programmes, predominantly 

‘KiSS’ (Kiddies Support Scheme). This involves 

numerous events, hosted by our Student Leaders, 

to raise vital funds for communities in Uganda.

We have a desire and commitment to help those 

around us and fulfil our Christian beliefs by 

following our Gospel Values of Peace, Justice, 

Truth and Love. 
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Sixth Form
Our Commitment, Your future

For a dynamic place to study, Nicholas 

Breakspear Sixth Form is the ideal choice. With 

a variety of courses, excellent facilities and 

an abundance of great opportunities on offer,  

our Sixth Form adds an exciting dimension to 

our school.

Academic courses are studied both here and at 

The John Henry Newman School. This ensures 

that a wide range of subjects are available 

which allows students to study virtually any 

combination of subjects within our partnership. 

“The sixth form is an ideal place to flourish and develop both 
personally and academically. If you utilise the opportunities 
on offer, you will leave Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School 
equipped with the skills necessary for higher education,  
work and beyond.”  

Sixth Form Student 
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Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School is a positive 

and vibrant community that is constantly 

evolving. Our pupils are fully engaged with 

their studies and interests which enable them 

to fulfil their full potential. We are proud to 

be a school that is dedicated to improving our 

standards and enhancing the lives of students 

who have entrusted us with their education. Our 

school is a warm and welcoming environment 

founded on our Christian principles and we 

treat each individual as a unique creation of God.

For further information or to arrange a personal tour of our school, please contact the school office 

on 01727 860079 or e-mail admin@nbs.herts.sch.uk 

We look forward to welcoming you to our community

Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School Student Council

Our School,Your School
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