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WELCOME
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HILBRE IS A SCHOOL THAT WILL TAKE YOUR CHILD ON A 
JOURNEY; A VOYAGE OF WONDER AND DISCOVERY, SUPPORTED 
ALL THE WAY BY HIGH QUALITY TEACHING AND MAGNIFICENT 
GUIDANCE AND CARE.

“THE HEADTEACHER HAS ESTABLISHED HIS 
VISION FOR A SCHOOL THAT ACHIEVES THE 

HIGHEST STANDARDS.”

In 2016, I was proud and delighted to be appointed Headteacher 
of this excellent school. Hilbre has always had a fine reputation 
for the care, guidance and support it provides for students and 
I believe that we now have an equal reputation for our focus on 
academic drive and rigor; we have a passion for powerful learning 
and academic fortitude. The success of each one of our students 
is of premier importance; our vision, for each of our young 
people, who we know so well, to be able to leave our school 
having had the very best educational experience.

WHY HILBRE HIGH SCHOOL? The answer seems easy: We are 
an 11-18 co-educational academy with just over one thousand 
students on roll; an academy which genuinely welcomes children 
and parents into a partnership with a shared aim; to achieve the 
most possible, both academically and socially, for our students. 
We ensure our students enjoy learning; we ensure they value the 
rewards of hard-study and commitment. We are committed to the 
belief and expectation that our students, whatever their starting 
point, will make rapid, valuable progress. We are a genuine 
community; our children participate fully in the life of our 
academy and enjoy many and wide ranging activities on offer, 
such as rugby, football, dance, debating, drama and our thriving 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

AND ARE WE SUCCESSFUL? Our students make good progress 
and are responsive to our high expectations; they are well-
behaved, happy young people, well-prepared for a bright future. 
The destinations of our students say it all. Hilbre students are 
extremely successful; we have a thriving Sixth Form and Ofsted 
tell us that at Hilbre, ‘learners are very well prepared for their 
next steps. All move on to further or higher education, 
employment or training.’

I hope that this prospectus gives you a sense of life at Hilbre. 
To fully enjoy and experience our school, I sincerely hope that 
you will take the opportunity to visit Hilbre High School and see 
us for yourself.

Mr Mark Bellamy, B.Sc.(Hons)
Headteacher

Ofsted June 2016



OUR VISION; OUR VALUES
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OUR VISION IS FOR EVERY 
HILBRE STUDENT TO HAVE 
THE VERY BEST EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE. TO BE SEEN 
AS RESPECTFUL OF OTHERS, 
HAPPY AND WITH A STRONG 
MORAL-COMPASS.

Our students will see the importance of excellence 
and maintain high aspiration. They will be ambitious 
and view achievement and progress as central to their 
educational journey.

OUR VISION IS:

• Good and outstanding progress;

• Excellent teaching and learning across all curriculum areas, 
driven by our commitment to continuous improvement and 
our desire to develop independent learners;

• A caring, healthy and supportive environment in which 
students feel secure and happy;

• A broad and balanced education both in and outside the 
classroom; 

• Wide-ranging enrichment activities;

• An innovative and challenging curriculum, recognising the 
varied and individual needs of all; 

• Students’ belief in themselves and their school;

• Excellent academic foundations, enabling students to 
contribute confidently to society as model-citizens;

• Children and parents participating fully in the life of the 
school, enjoying the many and wide ranging activities.

OUR VALUES ARE:

• High quality learning as an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience; 

• Students making significant progress at school and beyond; 

• High levels of care, support and guidance;

• Partnership with all our stakeholders;  

• Achievement of significant honours;

• The value of a clean and healthy school environment; 

• Students’ participation in significant community work;

• Partnerships with schools and other organisations at local, 
national and international levels.
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“TEACHERS KNOW THEIR 
LEARNERS WELL AND PLAN 
EFFECTIVE ENGAGING LESSONS 
THAT LEAD TO GOOD OUTCOMES.”

Ofsted June 2016



ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:
HIGH EXPECTATION
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At Key Stage 3, we challenge our students to think deeply and 
reflect on their learning so that they are equipped with the skills 
they will need for life in the modern world. Thus, students 
progress into Key Stage 4 with the confidence to make decisions 
and think critically and independently – key requirements for 
examination success!

Our students learn to work independently and make their own 
informed decisions by utilising careful guidance and progress-
driven assessment by their teachers. We encourage our students 
to develop their learning through carefully set and closely 
monitored homework.

Parents are regularly informed about their child’s progress, 
which is informed through regular assessments, formal tests 
and examinations. Our students follow a Progression Pathway 
matched to their ability on entry to the school and we expect 
them to make good and outstanding progress. We publish 
students’ Progress Reports four times a year in Key Stage 3 
and Year 11; six times a year for Year 10. Should progress be 
less than expected, a programme of intervention is initiated to 
ensure the student will go on to make good progress.

We offer an exciting and varied curriculum which is designed 
to meet the interests and aptitudes of all our students, ensuring 
that challenging learning is balanced to individual needs.

In Key Stage 3, Years 7 and 8, all our students follow a common 
curriculum. In Year 9, much of the curriculum is common to all 
students, although we begin teaching GCSEs and other Level 2 
courses in some subjects. In Key Stage 4, Years 10 and 11, all 
students aim for GCSE examinations or other equivalent 
qualifications such as BTECs.

In Year 9, that highly important time of a child’s school career 
when options choices must be made for GCSE courses, we offer 
a range of guidance and support to ensure children make the 
best choices for the right reasons.

Whilst understanding that the initial options choice is a matter to 
be decided between parents and students, we give the maximum 
possible assistance in this matter, which includes a personalised 
interview between parent, child and a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team to discuss choices by using informed advice 
and guidance from subject teachers.

We provide the same level of information, advice and guidance 
for our students making post-16 choices, so they become aware 
of the full range of opportunities open to them. Students opting 
for our Sixth Form each receive a personalised interview, to assist 
them in making the best choices for their post-16 education.

AT HILBRE HIGH SCHOOL, WE CONTINUALLY STRIVE TO 
DEVELOP LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AND CUTTING EDGE 
TEACHING TECHNIQUES FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL MEMBERS 
OF OUR COMMUNITY.

AT HILBRE HIGH SCHOOL HUMANITIES COLLEGE, OUR 
ACADEMIC CURRICULUM OCCUPIES TWENTY-FIVE HOURS 
OF THE SCHOOL WEEK.

KNOWING OUR STUDENTS:
PERSONALISED EDUCATION FOR ALL 
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“THE CURRICULUM IS SUPPLEMENTED 
BY A WIDE RANGE OF OUTSIDE SPEAKERS 
AND PRODUCTIONS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO 
PUPILS’ SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL EDUCATION.”

Ofsted June 2016

“TEACHERS USE GOOD 
QUESTIONING TO DEEPEN 
PUPILS’ KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING.”

Ofsted June 2016



CARING FOR ALL
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At Hilbre, we provide a highly effective pastoral structure led 
by a proactive pastoral team, carefully co-ordinating students’ 
personal, social and academic development. We encourage 
positive, warm and caring relationships between students, staff 
and parents and promote a caring, safe community where all 
students are encouraged to achieve or exceed their potential. 

At Hilbre, we have a House System with three Houses: Dee, 
Royden and Hoyle. Students across all year groups belong to 
each House, which enables children of different ages to work 
together collaboratively, sharing all learning with one another. 
Our House Teams and Group Tutors act as a readily available 
link between school and home.

Our pastoral team maintains a close relationship with our 
children with accurate overviews of their academic and social 
progress and co-ordinated intervention where appropriate. 
We encourage open communication with parents regarding all 
aspects of their children’s performance at school. Our aim at all 
times is for our students to achieve excellent progress, outcomes 
and success as members of our school community.

Students at Hilbre High School Humanities College have a Form 
Teacher whom they see daily. He or she will always be ready to 
help if a pupil is uncertain about anything at school. The Form 
Teacher teams are led by the Heads of House and their Deputies. 

WE BELIEVE THAT ALL OUR LEARNERS DESERVE THE VERY 
BEST CARE, GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT, FROM THE TIME IN 
WHICH THEY FIRST MAKE CONTACT WITH HILBRE HIGH TO 
THE TIME IN WHICH THEY CAN LOOK BACK WARMLY TO 
THEIR DAYS AT HILBRE, HAVING MOVED ON INTO THE NEXT 
PHASE OF THEIR LIVES.
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“LEADERS ENSURE A HIGH LEVEL OF 
CARE AND SUPPORT FOR ALL PUPILS.”

Ofsted June 2016

“TEACHING ASSISTANTS PROVIDE 
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE, INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 

FOR PUPILS TO ACHIEVE WELL.”

Ofsted June 2016



ALL OUR FUTURES
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To ensure that our students are well equipped for their future, 
careers education is a compulsory element of our Personal Social 
Health and Economic programme. Students from the ages of 11 
to 18 all receive careers advice and guidance, raising awareness, 
providing skills and ensuring a smooth transition into the world of 
work. Work-Related Learning and Enterprise education are 
significant facets of the development and preparation our 
students undertake.

Individually tailored careers guidance is available for all Hilbre 
students. We have extensive links with education providers and 
employers who contribute significantly to our careers programme 
through events including spoken presentations, mock interviews 
and careers fairs.

The emotional and physical health and well-being of all who 
belong to our community is supported within our school, as 
we provide a high quality learning environment in which we 
encourage our students to explore and evaluate issues relating 
to building effective foundations for their long term health and 
well-being.

AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR STUDENTS’ EDUCATION IS THEIR 
PREPARATION FOR ADULTHOOD. WE AIM TO EQUIP OUR 
STUDENTS WITH ALL THAT THEY NEED FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY 
AND SUCCESSFUL FUTURE. 

OPPORTUNITY & EQUALITY FOR ALL
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For students who have a particular learning or physical difficulty, 
we give carefully targeted support. We ensure that intervention is 
provided for Literacy, Numeracy, Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. No one student should be disadvantaged from others 
and we work tirelessly to ensure our support equates to equality 
of opportunity.

We have a Pupil Support Centre and a Learning Mentor providing 
help, reassurance and guidance, where required. 

All our students have equal access to the curriculum including 
the National Curriculum which is modified where necessary to 
meet students’ needs. We value the mutual partnership we forge 
with parents and carers, with the Education Social Welfare 
Service and many outreach services. We facilitate a multi-agency 
approach through which bespoke support is developed for our 
individual students.

Resourced Provision at Hilbre is designed to meet the needs of 
students who have an Education Health and Care Plan for an 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder or Moderate Learning Difficulties.

Our Resourced Provision meets the individual needs of students 
in a small teaching group, whilst providing and supporting access 
to the wider school community. Access includes supported 
inclusion in appropriate lessons, during extra-curricular activities 
and unstructured time within the school day.

WE ENCOURAGE OUR 
STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE 
FULLY IN EVERYTHING WE 
HAVE ON OFFER.

“CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE ARE 
EXCELLENT AND LEARNERS ARE VERY WELL 

PREPARED FOR THEIR NEXT STEPS.”

Ofsted June 2016

“ALL PUPILS FEEL 
VERY SAFE IN SCHOOL.”

Ofsted June 2016



We continually review the range and breadth of accreditation 
available to our students to ensure we provide the best choices 
for all.

To ensure they have the best environment in which to work, our 
Sixth Formers have their own state-of-the-art facility, the Paul 
MacAulay Sixth Form Centre. This accommodation offers our 
students a purpose built common room, three fully equipped 
seminar rooms and a multi-purpose presentation space which 
is also designated as a dedicated study area. 

Our Sixth Form students visit universities and colleges to take 
part in a range of activities and workshops to enhance and 
develop their knowledge and application of skills including 
interview technique, CV writing, making informed decisions 
about future pathways and writing UCAS, apprenticeship and 
job applications. 

As a result of this input, our young people make informed 
choices regarding future career plans. Many students go on 
to further and higher education to achieve first and masters 
degrees. 

In addition to these visits, we send groups to a range of subject 
conferences as well as offering an assortment of trips. 
International visits are also part of our Sixth Form experience. 
We commission a variety of guest speakers to enhance the 
learning experiences of our students.

We understand that not everyone would choose to pursue an 
academic path and, in view of this, our diverse range of courses 
encourages participation in a wide range of fields. A number of 
our past students have achieved great success in sport, theatre 
and the television and film industry.

Many enrichment opportunities are open to our Sixth Formers 
such as our Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme which, for those 
going for Gold, can involve a trip abroad, to support a charitable 
project.

Our students help with younger students in lessons including 
Maths and English; they help children in a variety of contexts 
including paired reading and P.E. clubs. Some of our students 
also do voluntary work in the local community each week. We are 
proud of them as individuals and as a group as they continue to 
reach high standards each year.

OUR SIXTH FORM
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FOR STUDENTS WISHING TO CONTINUE THEIR POST-16 
EDUCATION, OUR SIXTH FORM PROVISION IN SCHOOL 
INCLUDES AS-LEVEL, A-LEVEL, BTEC AND GCSE COURSES.

“THE BROAD, ENGAGING SIXTH FORM 
CURRICULUM AND THE SUPPORT 

STUDENTS RECEIVE MEANS THEY DO 
WELL AND THEIR ATTENDANCE IS HIGH.”

Ofsted June 2016

“THE SIXTH FORM LEADERS HAVE HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS OF LEARNERS, WHICH 

LEADS TO EXCELLENT ATTITUDES”

Ofsted June 2016
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OUR WORLD OF ENRICHMENT

We also have a range of lunchtime activities and clubs in which 
our students are encouraged to participate.

Our Physical and Outdoor Education team regularly runs after-
school sporting activities with an aim for students to gain as wide 
a variety of sporting experience as possible. As a result there are 
representative teams picked to play other schools in activities 
such as basketball, netball, rugby, football, athletics, cricket, 
badminton, cross country and golf. 

In addition to sports, an extensive programme of enrichment 
activities is offered through the year including visits to theatres 
and Modern Foreign Language trips to Spain and France. We 
encourage students to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme at Bronze, Silver and Gold level and we regularly 
run successful ski trips abroad.

A number of Hilbre’s past students have become famous in the 
world of the Arts; some as actors and some as musicians. 
Regularly, music groups, including a variety of student led bands, 
meet and perform. The school orchestra and choir have an 
excellent reputation and we regularly hold dramatic productions.

AT HILBRE HIGH, WE BELIEVE 
IN ENRICHING LIVES. 
CONSEQUENTLY, WE HAVE 
MANY ACTIVITIES WHICH TAKE 
PLACE OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS 
AND WE ENCOURAGE ALL 
STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE 
FULLY IN THESE ENRICHMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES.

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY

We encourage our learners to gain a growing understanding 
of their rights and responsibilities and become increasingly 
confident in standing up for the rights of all citizens in our 
global society. 

We have a Student Council, which is democratically elected and 
serves a very important purpose in giving a voice to our students 
and helping to steer our school’s contributions to society. 

Students are given the means to share their views through 
regular opportunities to contribute to our magazine, The Hilbre 
Endeavour, which serves to promote the ethos of the school. 
We send out a newsletter to keep all in our Hilbre community 
updated on recent school developments and we have an 
informative website for those in need of information about our 
academy. 

Our students organise and participate in charity appeals on a 
whole school basis and, where appropriate, are encouraged to 
engage with others in the community. 

We believe it is important that our learners understand and 
contribute to the community. We see them achieving this on 
a daily basis, in the way they value the school, each other and 
those across the world.

Our students relish and enjoy involvement with people, places 
and ideas, both past and present. They have an understanding 
of what is important in our lives, and learn from the wealth of 
cultural diversity with which we have contact. We play a 
prominent part in community life, for example through our 
partnership work with schools locally and in other countries such 
as South Africa.

Students work and learn together to achieve, prosper, enjoy and 
understand their lives. We place a high value on the views and 
decisions of our students, shared in their lessons and through 
contributions to bodies such as our Student Council and House 
Councils.

Our vision and values permeate across our curriculum, as we 
continue the drive to enhance achievement in all subjects and to 
ensure our students develop into confident, caring and creative 
young adults, ready to take their place in society.

OUR ACADEMY IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY; IN IT WE 
ARE CONTINUALLY WORKING TO EVER STRENGTHEN THE IMPACT 
THAT OUR STUDENTS MAKE WITHIN THE WIDER COMMUNITY.

“GOVERNORS ARE PASSIONATE 
ABOUT THE SCHOOL AND SUPPORT 

THE WHOLE COMMUNITY WELL.”

Ofsted June 2016

“PUPILS TAKE PRIDE IN 
THEIR APPEARANCE.”

Ofsted June 2016



Frankby Road, West Kirby, Wirral CH48 6EQ
Tel: 0151 625 5996  |  Fax: 0151 625 3697

E: schooloffice@hilbre.wirral.sch.uk  |  www.hilbre.wirral.sch.uk

“PUPILS COVER ISSUES ABOUT LIFE IN MODERN 
BRITAIN AND DEVELOP A GOOD UNDERSTANDING 

OF DIVERSITY AND FUNDAMENTAL VALUES.”

Ofsted June 2016

“PUPILS AND PARENTS SAY THAT HOMEWORK 
IS SET REGULARLY AND IS CHECKED.”
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“THE BEHAVIOUR OF PUPILS IS GOOD. 
PUPILS RESPOND QUICKLY TO TEACHERS’ 

INSTRUCTIONS AT ALL TIMES.”

Ofsted June 2016


