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Vincit qui se Vincit 

One conquers, who conquers oneself

In a breathtaking location in the heart

of England’s Lake District National Park,

Windermere School has a long history and

a truly modern, world-class approach.

location
A unique location in the heart of the

English Lake District that offers
an inspiring backdrop for learning

and personal development.



2 3

With its long heritage, Windermere School has a modern 

and innovative approach that encourages young people 

to strive for excellence in all things. Our School offers a 

stimulating environment in which to excel academically, 

achieve in sport and outdoor pursuits, grow as an individual 

and nurture skills for life.

We offer a challenging and enriching educational 

environment, starting at Pre-School at the age of three, 

through Junior and Senior School to Sixth Form. We also 

offer a stimulating International Summer School programme 

with teaching of English as an additional language and 

adventure activities each Summer.

As a Round Square school, Windermere has a long history 

of welcoming international students. The School is just 

90 minutes from Manchester and Liverpool International 

Airports and only three hours by high-speed train  

from London.

The prospectus offers an introduction to life at Windermere 

School; visit our website for more information at         

www.windermereschool.co.uk
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encouraging
We strive for excellence in all things, and to inspire and 
challenge our students to reach beyond themselves.

Our focus at Windermere School is on the wellbeing and 

achievement of the young people in our care. Our teaching  

and enrichment activities provide the stimulus that enables  

our students to become well-rounded people, instilled with  

a balance of confidence and compassion.

Throughout school life we are dedicated to encouraging our 

students to achieve the right balance of academic emphasis, 

life skills, physical health and fitness with a real dedication to 

serving others and their wider society.

We believe Windermere School is unique, offering a distinctive 

combination of academic excellence, physical challenge and 

taking an active role in society. 

Our students are encouraged to have the confidence and 

resilience to stand up for what is right and a desire to reach 

out to others. This balance of confidence and compassion is 

not on any syllabus, yet it is central to everything we do and 

embedded in our School’s aims and values.
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From the start, life at Windermere School is different. The scope 

of the facilities and grounds is truly inspiring in our National 

Park setting, and our complement of students across all our age 

ranges ensures an environment where young people can grow in 

confidence, excel academically and discover their innate strengths, 

talents and potential. 

Learning is central to life at Windermere School: from  

Pre-School to Sixth Form, our focus is on opening minds to instil 

a hunger to learn. Working closely with others, our students 

become increasingly self-aware, building their ability to articulate, 

communicate and use their knowledge effectively.

We engage the natural curiosity and enthusiasm of our 

students through an adventurous and innovative approach to 

learning that starts in our Early Years setting with Early Years’ 

specialists and continues through to Sixth Form. Beginning with 

Show and Tell, our Junior curriculum is designed to develop 

articulate and confident children who are well prepared for life 

at Senior School. We take a challenging and flexible approach 

to GCSEs and IGCSEs, allowing some subjects to be taken in 

Year 10. A curriculum is tailored for each student. 

All through life at Windermere School, our highly skilled team of 

professional teaching and support staff is dedicated to supporting 

and inspiring our students to enjoy learning and achieve  

academic excellence.

learning
We support our students to develop their individual academic,

creative and sporting talents and skills of leadership.
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inspiring
We inspire our students through a broad and balanced curriculum 
that challenges inside and outside the classroom.

Our curriculum is world-class, from early years though GCSEs 

and IGCSEs and on to the International Baccalaureate, 

ultimately equipping our students for life at University and 

achievement beyond. With our clear focus on the individual 

and the broad scope of our facilities, we enable each of our 

students to explore and develop their strengths to become a 

fully rounded person. 

From the earliest age, our Junior curriculum is designed 

to inspire our children to gain knowledge by thinking and 

discovering for themselves. Our range of subjects ensures 

a balance of progressive academic, creative and physical 

development to provide a rounded education.

In the Senior School each student is assigned a personal tutor 

who oversees their work and offers encouragement and 

support. Class sizes are small, enabling a clear focus on each 

of our students as an individual.

Windermere School and the use of the outdoors as our 

greater classroom offers an array of academic, cultural and 

sporting opportunities and challenges that inspires each 

student in their own way. Our students find their personal 

route to achievement, discovering their own strengths  

and potential. 

From the Infant and Junior department at the Elleray campus, 

to the Senior School and Sixth Form at Browhead campus, 

our students have an inspirational backdrop for their studies.



10 11

Life at Windermere School is challenging and enriching, 

with an emphasis on achieving personal excellence 

through self-awareness, adventure and service to others. 

From age three, our pupils are encouraged to respect their 

fellow students, the wider school team and the  

local community.

Sporting activity and achievement is integral to our ethos 

and appreciation of the outdoors at Windermere School. 

Our physical education team actively supports our students 

and we are proud to have many exceptional pupils 

competing at the highest levels in athletics, cross-country 

running, hockey, kayaking, netball, sailing, tennis and tag 

rugby (at the Elleray campus). Our other major competitive 

sports include cricket and football with a wide variety of 

additional opportunities and after-school activities. 

Windermere School has the perfect setting for musical, 

dramatic and artistic expression and our programme 

of productions is ambitious, with performances and 

exhibitions held each term. Our creative facilities include 

studios for dance and drama and a separate performance 

room in the music department. 

Art students enjoy a dedicated studio with natural light, 

a large gallery and individual workstations for creative 

projects. The Art and Design studio at Elleray campus 

enjoys a large outdoor space, making the most of our 

beautiful surroundings. 

Our students enjoy a wide range of creative and academic 

extracurricular clubs and societies including a Debating 

Society, Chess Club, Art Club, Language Clubs, Aikido 

Club, cultural exchanges and Round Square.

challenging
Our school motto Vincit qui se vincit – one conquers, who conquers oneself 

– exemplifies what Windermere School is all about: challenging people to excel.
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enriching
We strive to bring out the best in all our students and 
engage the unlimited power of people working together.

Windermere School actively promotes global 

understanding in our students, sustained through our 

membership of the Round Square Group of Schools.    

This worldwide association of schools shares ambitious 

goals to develop every student into a whole person 

through academic, physical, cultural and spiritual 

experiences. Its origins come from the philosophy of Kurt 

Hahn, who taught that schools should have a greater 

purpose beyond preparing students for future study at 

University. He believed in educating young people for life 

in the fullest sense – a principle embraced in our vision at 

Windermere School.

These principles and beliefs enlighten our approach 

to the service of our local and worldwide community.              

All students in Year 10 and above engage in a formal 

service programme. These range from repairing footpaths 

in the fells to forming relationships with local residents 

in homes for the elderly or disabled; from working 

in community gardens or on conservation projects to 

helping in local primary schools. From an international 

perspective, each year some students participate in a 

project with Tiger Kloof School in South Africa where 

they join in local support projects. These service projects 

are a natural extension of school life for everyone at 

Windermere School.
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Our location and setting in the Lake District National Park 

offer a unique opportunity to break free of the formal 

classroom to discover a natural and challenging learning 

environment. We regard our campus and the wider Lake 

District as our greater classroom, where we can take 

advantage of a wealth of opportunities for  

adventurous learning.

Outdoor pursuits take full advantage of our mountainous 

landscape, with residential opportunities, fell walking 

and ghyll scrambling. From the age of seven (Year 3) 

our students enjoy the exciting opportunities at our own 

watersports centre on Lake Windermere using our fleet of 

sailing boats, canoes and kayaks, as well as expeditions to 

nearby lakes and rivers. 

A key aspect of our approach to developing well-rounded 

young people is delivered through a unique adventurous 

learning programme that has been designed to take 

complete advantage of our exceptional local environment. 

At Elleray campus, from the age of three, pupils 

experience the Forest School sessions with qualified staff. 

From the age of seven, students work through their own 

Windermere Adventure Log Book. There are six levels, 

named after famous explorers, and the students work 

through these at their own pace. Year 3 and 4 start at 

Level 1, the Amy Johnson Award.  Year 5 start at Level 2, 

the Tensing Norgay Award, and Year 6 start at Level 3,  

the Ellen MacArthur Award. The log book journey 

continues through to Browhead campus, culminating at 

Level 6, the Ernest Shackleton Award, where pupils are 

able to specialise in their chosen activities.

adventurous
Our unique location at the heart of mountains, lakes and 
rivers is our greater classroom for adventurous learning.
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world-class
We encourage a global perspective by providing
opportunities for all our students to make an active 
and real contribution to their world.

Windermere School is an International Baccalaureate 

World School (IB), but our overarching specialism is the 

individual. In the Sixth Form, we aim to find the right 

pathway and the right courses for every student. 

Whatever route our students take, they are encouraged 

to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners. 

Each student is allocated a personal academic tutor to help 

choose the right subjects and mentor them through their 

school career. 

Students pursuing the IB are encouraged to think for 

themselves, develop enquiring minds and build strong 

organisational and communication skills. They are 

prepared to accept educational challenges and undertake 

independent research and study in order to achieve their 

goals. Students develop a principled, open-minded outlook, 

with an emphasis on cultural awareness and international 

orientation. The study of six subjects – three subjects at 

Standard Level and three at Higher Level – allows students 

to keep their options open and develops a range of skills 

popular with both Universities and employers. 

In Year 11 we offer the opportunity to join our Pre-IB 

programme to prepare for the IB Diploma. 
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At Windermere School, education is about opportunity 

and choice: we create opportunities for our students to 

make positive choices that enable them to acquire the 

knowledge, expertise and moral values that they need 

to live safe and fulfilled lives, as committed citizens of a 

multicultural world. We encourage the natural curiosity 

and enthusiasm of our students through adventurous 

learning, developing enquiring and ethical minds, as 

well as a desire to contribute to a sustainable and more 

peaceful world.

Language, literacy and numeracy are fundamental; but 

equally, learning how to learn and how to translate 

ideas into action are essential life skills that will sustain a 

lifetime of learning and involved citizenship. 

We believe strongly in academic excellence, in developing 

questioning, analytical and creative minds with a real 

knowledge of living and working in company with others. 

Our students live together with young people from all 

over the world, within a wide social context, where they 

learn to respect their differences and know that others 

can also be right.

enthusing
We aim to produce confident and compassionate people  

through teaching excellence, supportive pastoral 
care and experience of our greater classroom.
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achieving
We strive for excellence in all things, and to inspire and challenge our students
to reach beyond themselves so they leave proud of their achievements.

Students leaving Windermere School share a common 

sense of purpose: to contribute to the community and 

the wider world. Whether this is on a personal level 

through friends and families and their local communities, 

or in a wider context through international service, we 

are proud that the values and life skills we instil can 

make a real difference.

We recognise that achievement comes in all shapes and 

sizes: from everyday progress to significant milestones 

in music, art and design, sport and academic subjects. 

From the earliest age, we encourage personal and 

shared achievement. We provide opportunities and 

support for all our students to achieve academic success, 

creative accomplishment and physical performance; and 

to triumph over life’s challenges, from tying a shoelace 

to gaining a University place.

Our latest International Baccalaureate examination 

results show over 95% of students passed the diploma.          

Our scores are consistently above the world average. 

Almost all our students go on to take up University 

places across a wide range of studies in the UK and 

around the world.
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Windermere School is a vibrant community set in a former 

lakeland estate with a mix of traditional architecture and 

modern amenities in a natural landscape. Students walk 

along winding paths to lessons surrounded by the beauty 

of the Lake District.

There is a long tradition of boarding at Windermere 

School and we offer residential options for children 

from eight years old. We can design flexible boarding 

arrangements tailored to the needs of each student and 

their family, from full or weekly boarding, or occasional 

boarding for a night or two each week.

As a Round Square School, we are delighted to welcome 

international students of all ages. Our students from 

around the world integrate quickly into school life, 

experiencing and learning about British culture while 

bringing their valuable perspective to our small and 

friendly school community.

Our boarders are well looked after by our professional 

staff, with after school and weekend activities plus 

evening prep with specialist subject tutors who offer 

support and extra tuition. The Independent Schools’ 

Inspectorate awarded the School ‘Excellent’ for the quality 

of the education provided.

In preparation for life beyond Windermere School, 

we offer a campus lifestyle to prepare our Sixth Form 

students for University and the wider world. Sixth Form 

students live in self-contained flats of three bedrooms, 

each with a shared bathroom, a common room and a 

small kitchen. Set in its own grounds within the main 

campus, this offers a supported key step in learning to 

live away from home in preparation for life after school. 

living
Life at Windermere School is fundamentally fun and stimulates a real 

quest for excellence, mutual respect and a desire for lifelong learning.
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facilities
Our School campuses offer a safe and inspiring environment for learning 
matched by high levels of pastoral and personal care for each student.

Windermere School is split across three sites on eighty 

acres of land in England’s Lake District National Park. 

The Infant and Junior department occupies the Elleray 

campus and the Senior School and Sixth Form occupy 

Browhead campus. The School has its own Royal Yachting 

Association Watersports Centre on Lake Windermere and 

this is the third campus. Together these combine to create 

a unique and very special location for Windermere School.

Set within this spectacular backdrop, we provide excellent 

facilities in a safe, inspiring and caring environment with 

a mix of traditional architecture and modern amenities. 

With clear mountain air and stunning views of the Lake 

District National Park, the setting inspires both academic 

achievement and physical adventure.

Our boarding facilities include boys’ and girls’ houses 

overlooking Lake Windermere and a University-style Sixth 

Form complex with flats and a bistro. Sporting facilities 

include tennis courts, a sports pitch, a full size floodlit   

all-weather pitch and a separate sports hall.

Hodge Howe, the School’s watersports centre, has been 

awarded British Youth Sailing Recognised Club status by 

The Royal Yachting Association, for the quality of its race 

training. It comprises two boathouses, private beach and 

a pavilion with a classroom, offering the perfect location 

for learning to sail, kayak, canoe or windsurf.

Theatrical and musical productions are performed in our 

spacious auditorium, Crampton Hall. Rehearsals are held in 

the Holst Room, a music space designed for acoustics. For 

quiet study, we provide an IT suite, the library, Sixth Form 

study centre and additional study areas in the  

boarding houses.

Daily meals are served in our magnificent dining room 

overlooking the lake and surrounding mountains.
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Windermere School is located in a world famous National 

Park just 90 minutes from two international airports and 

three hours from London by train. We operate our own 

shuttle bus fleet to support our students’ travel needs 

including daily transport from outlying towns and villages.

Directions

By Rail: The Senior School and Sixth Form are just a 

five minute taxi ride from Windermere station, located 

in the village. High speed rail services connect London 

Euston Station to Oxenholme in under three hours. From 

Oxenholme, there are connections to Windermere station 

which take approximately 20 minutes. Visitors can be 

collected by school transport for the short journey to the 

Senior School.

By Air: Windermere School is just 90 minutes from 

both Manchester and Liverpool International Airports. 

The School provides an escorted transport service at the 

beginning and end of each term for boarders.

By Road: Windermere School is easily reached by road. 

From the M6, leave the motorway at Junction 36 and join 

the A590 towards Kendal, which becomes the A591 just 

before Kendal. Continue on the A591 into Windermere, 

passing the main train station on the left. Elleray campus 

is on the right-hand side. For the Senior School campus, 

continue on the A591 towards Ambleside and turn right 

at the first mini roundabout on to the A592 towards 

Penrith and Ullswater. Windermere School is located after 

half a mile on the right-hand side of Patterdale Road.
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