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WHY STUDENT  
ATTENDANCE 

MATTERS

HEADTEACHER’S LETTER
On behalf of the 
staff and students 
of Westleigh High 
School, it gives me 
great pleasure to 
welcome you to the 
December edition of 
The Westleigh Way

Anybody reading this magazine 
can be left in no doubt - 

Westleigh is a school with high aspirations. I reflect on how 
lucky I am to have a team that is absolutely committed 
to improving outcomes for our students. As ever, their 
commitment has been an inspiration, notably in planning 
and delivering targeted interventions to year 11 students to 
prepare them for exam success. Likewise, I’d like to praise 
our year 11 students for how they have responded to this, 
stepping up their efforts by attending these extra sessions 
in their own time after school and at weekends.
At the root of all our aspirations is the skill of our teachers 
as practitioners. We’re dreaming big, and it’s clear that 
our staff not only have high aspirations but also the skill 
to make these a reality. Recent monitoring visits have 
highlighted some of the exemplary practise observed in   
lessons including comments such as ‘Tasks set grabbed 
the interest of the pupils and challenged them to work 
through and feed back their findings’.
I’m also pleased to welcome a number of new teaching 
staff to the team who share our vision to raise outcomes. A 
recent Quality Assurance visit praised new appointments 
in a range of subjects saying that they represented ‘a 
core of committed and knowledgeable leaders who can 
collectively use their experience and growing expertise 
to drive standards forward.’
Of course, above all else, we are instilling in students 
a sense of confidence, self-belief and pride in their 
achievements and encouraging them to realise their 
potential both personally and academically.   The front 
cover and centre pages of this edition of The Westleigh 
Way feature our ‘Awards Day’, an annual event designed 
to reward the efforts and successes of students across 
subject areas, underpinning the message that effort 
really does count.  
Please do enjoy reading about the innovations, 
achievements, personal endeavours and success 
stories that make Westleigh such a wonderful school, 
and of course, I’d like to end by wishing all parents, 
carers, students and staff a very peaceful Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
  

Yours faithfully,

Attendance
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Why attendance is so important for GCSE results

0

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

100%

7

98%

6

95%

4

90%

2

Mr C Bramwell, Headteacher

2018 DIARY DATES 
9TH JAN: Term Begins

22ND JAN - 2ND FEB: Year 10 Mocks

24TH JAN: Friends and Parents of Westleigh

25TH JAN: Dance and Gym Evening (6pm)

2ND - 16TH FEB: Year 11 Mocks

19TH - 23RD FEB: Half Term

1ST MAR: World Book Day

5TH - 9TH MAR: National Careers Week

6TH MARCH: Friends and Parents of Westleigh

12TH - 16TH MARCH: National Science Week

30TH MARCH - 13TH APRIL: Easter Holiday
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Westleigh is determined to achieve the very best 
outcomes for students but for students to really 
excel, attendance is key. It’s a sobering thought, 
but only 1 out of 10 children with low attendance 
(less than 85%) will achieve five or more good 
grades at GCSE and many others will fail to gain any 
GCSEs at all. On a personal level, students with low 
attendance can suffer from low confidence, and 
struggle to have or keep friendships. 

SO WHAT ARE WE DOING TO 
IMPROVE ATTENDANCE?
We believe commitment should be rewarded, that’s 
why students who achieve 100% attendance over a 
term will be given a 100% attendance badge and invited to a Headteacher’s breakfast. Every week, forms whose collective 
attendance improves the most will be awarded early lunch passes and extra Classchart points.  Those who maintain attendance 
throughout the whole year will receive additional Classchart points which can be used to buy treats and gifts, and will also be 
entered into a fabulous prize draw. So the message is clear, good attendance reaps rewards! 

CELEBRATING ATTENDANCE

FRIENDS AND PARENTS 
OF WESTLEIGH
Westleigh has long been recognised for the partnerships it 
fosters between school and home. Our Friends and Parents of 
Westleigh meetings are held each half term and offer parents 
and carers the opportunity to discuss current issues directly 
with Mr Bramwell and senior staff. The meetings are friendly 
and informal and open to everyone so please make every 
effort to come along and help shape Westleigh’s future.

Since joining the Westleigh team in March as School Business 
Manager, Mrs Reiersen has made site refurbishment a key 
priority. She says, ‘Coming in to school with a fresh pair of eyes 
enabled me to identify what improvements would deliver the 
best teaching and learning outcomes for our students.’ After 
a full review of the site, taking feedback from teachers and 
students alike, four science labs were fitted with new ceiling 
tiles, floors and refreshed paintwork. As a result, students now 
enjoy a brighter, more modern environment for this important 
STEM subject. In Fox Robin, by forming two new classrooms 
from what was previously an underutilised large art room, the 
whole Humanities faculty has been brought together into one 
building, improving communication and best practice sharing. 
Alongside these two larger projects, the sports hall has had a 
repaint and a number of classrooms have been refurbished 
with fresh paint and furniture.  Mrs Reiersen praised the efforts 
of Westleigh staff saying, ‘With the determination of my site 
team and the commitment from a number of teaching and 
support staff who gave up their own time over the summer 
to support the work, we started our new academic year with 
some fabulous new learning spaces.”

SCHOOL REFURBISHMENT REVIEW 
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Students have been immersed in a range of highly interactive 
careers experiences. Recent events have included a whole 
school Careers Fair and ‘My Future’ Career & Mock Interview 
Day, specifically aimed at raising aspirations of Westleigh’s 
current Year 11 students.  
Both high profile events received strong support from many 
sectors including higher education, business, employment 
and training and apprenticeship providers, all keen to 
promote post 16 pathways. Supporting partners of the 
Careers Fair included AO, Heinz, Sellafield and the Dept. for 
Business & Innovation, which saw all 856 students from Year 
7 to 11 have the opportunity to engage with over 50 different 
exhibitors across the day. A real positive of the event was the 
level of support from organisations from within the local and 
wider community and the breadth of engagement between 
students and external professionals, much of which was 
caught on a live twitter feed set up specifically for the event. 
Two weeks later, Year 11 students were given a further 
opportunity to experience a range of engaging and interactive 
sessions with a career focus designed to raise aspirations 
and  broaden their awareness to pathways beyond Year 11. 
The highlight of the ‘My Future’ Career and Mock Interview 
Day for students was taking part in ‘speed-dating’ style mock 
interviews with over 30 visiting professionals from across a 
wide range of sectors. 
Headteacher, Carlton Bramwell commented, “Our 
students will have benefited greatly from both of these 
highly successful and engaging events, which are both 
well-established within our ASPiRE provision,  and aimed 
specifically at broadening students’ aspirations through new 
and inspirational experiences. We are committed to ensuring 
that through events like these, our students are motivated to 
work to the best of their ability during their time at Westleigh 
and that they aspire to achieve their personal best at school 
and beyond.”

CAREERS IN FOCUS

Year 7 students 
were treated to an 
evening of spooky 
fun and games 
for Halloween this year. The annual event is a fantastic 
opportunity for the new intake to spend time with new-
found friends and see the fun side of life at Westleigh.  
Staff went above and beyond to ensure a good time was 
had by all proving that playing hard is just as important as 
working hard!  

SPOOKTACULAR!

WESTLEIGH HOSTS 
INSPIRATIONAL CAREERS 
EVENTS FOR STUDENTS

PRIMARY LIAISON
Autumn has seen some exciting primary liaison activities 
taking place between Westleigh and its neighbouring 
primary schools. 

YEAR 7 ENRICHMENT

Westleigh students delivered a science lesson about the heart to 
students at Westleigh Methodists.

Westleigh St Paul’s built 
geodesic domes with 
technology teacher Mr Barker.

Baking bread with Mr Kearns in 
Food Technology.
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Year 11 were left inspired by a whole day event with 
‘Humanutopia’, a specialist organisation which creates and 
runs life-changing courses for young people in schools. 
The interactive sessions delivered powerful messages 
and demanded a degree of deep self-reflection as well as 
prompting students to consider their relationships with 
others. Many students found themselves profoundly affected 
by the experience. One year 11 student admitted, “I previously 
felt quite disconnected from the rest of my year group and 
wasn’t even going to go to the prom. Now I feel we’re much 
more united.”

HUMANUTOPIA

This November, Year 7 students attended Westleigh 
St Paul’s Church for a service of remembrance. 
Miss Draper, who organised the event, said all students 
were extremely well behaved and respectful throughout. 
The service formed part of a cross curricular approach 
to Remembrance which saw students making poppy 
wreaths in history lessons, studying war poetry and 
debating why it is still important to remember. Local 
soldiers were also commemorated in displays around 
the school. 
The service was accompanied by beautiful singing by 
students Rebecca McLeish and Niamh O’Connor, and 
the Last Post was performed by Deputy Head Teacher, 
Mr Barton.

WE WILL 
REMEMBER THEM

Year 11 students enjoyed a bracing visit to the coast in 
November to collect fieldwork data for their geography 
exams in June. Student Alicia Pollitt described the day:
“The first stop was Formby Point. We drove through a wooded 
area where red squirrels live so I was in my element as I love 
photography. Once on the beach, we had to measure sand 
dunes and investigate the vegetation. It was really cold but 
I didn’t mind as it was a lot of fun being with friends. In the 
afternoon, we headed off to Southport to do a survey to find 
out about the impact of visitors on land use. We had to ask 
the general public questions such as where they had travelled 
from and how often they visited. It was a bit nerve-racking 
at first but everybody was really helpful. Learning away from 
school made the whole experience really memorable.”
Mr Killen, who organised the trips, said, “We took three 
different groups over three days and all the students involved 
managed to collect the necessary data despite the often 
cold conditions. The students were a credit to the school 
throughout each visit.”

BESIDE THE SEASIDE
WITH GEOGRAPHY

WHAT’S THE ANSWER?

MATHS
WEBSITES 
www.mymaths.co.uk
School login: westleigh   
Password: hypotenuse

www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk
Username: @westleigh    
Password: mathswatch

http://www.mymaths.co.uk


MEET MRS MICHALAKAKOS
NEW TEACHER BRINGS LANGUAGES TO LIFE!
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This term, Westleigh welcomed Mrs Michalakakos as the new Head of Languages. 
Mrs Michalakakos came to Westleigh to spread her love of languages which has 
led her to mastering five languages in total – Italian, French Spanish, Greek 
and, she jokes, a little bit of English! Mrs Michalakakos attributes her passion 
for languages to her parents who are both Italian. As children, her parents 
had to work and didn’t have the opportunity to gain an education. When they 
emigrated to Britain and had children of their own, they were determined to 
make the most of what the education system had to offer.  
Like her parents, Mrs Michalakakos still sees education as a privilege that 
students should make the most of. She feels that learning a language can be 
particularly advantageous when considering a future career, so she planned 
a series of events and activities for European Languages Week to inspire 
more students to take up a language. As part of the festivities, students met 
a number of people who demonstrated how having a second language had 
helped their careers, including Mrs Michalakakos’s brother who is a fireman. 
Lecturers from Manchester University also came along to talk about careers in 
languages. Other activities across the week included a European quiz, football 
tournament, zumba and Greek dancing. Even the canteen staff got on board 
by preparing European meals for lunch. 
Mrs Michalakakos said the festival came right at the start of her first term at 
Westleigh and was a great way of announcing her arrival. Since then, she has 
become an integral part of the Westleigh family and made a real impression 

on students through her fun teaching methods. Mrs Michalakakos recently ran a Year 11 weekend revision day during which 
students got to watch a film in Spanish or French while enjoying refreshments of pizza and popcorn. She has also started an 
afterschool French club for Year 7 and 8 students called ‘Tres Bien’.

Mrs Michalakakos’s student mentors who will be helping younger students in the new Tres Bien afterschool French Club
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We welcomed Jodrell bank outreach to our school Science 
Department this term. They delivered a thoroughly fascinating 
presentation on Jodrell Bank and some of the things they have 
been working on with the famous Lovell Telescope. Students 
were wowed by a high tech, infrared Camera (pictured right) 
which meant they could be seen even when hiding in a bin 
bag! Discussions involved the electromagnetic spectrum and 
even black holes (which Jodrell are currently collecting data 
on). Pupils also got to play with some super cool lasers, using 
lenses to refract and focus them to simulate the properties of 
the Lovell Telescope Dish. If you’re interested in the stars, try 
getting down to Jodrell Bank in Cheshire for some of their 
courses (Astrophotography sounds amazing!) There’s even 
cosmic music with the Blue Dot Festival. What better way to 
get into science!

SCIENCE IS ‘OVER THE MOON’ 
WITH JODRELL BANK

Westleigh’s art, science and technology departments united 
with Boulby Mine, an underground science laboratory, to come 
up with a variety of fun and educational activities for Year 7 Art 
and Science Day. Students used a variety of art materials and 
techniques to investigate scientific themes including life beyond 
earth, dark matter, mining and rock structure.

GRADE-BOOSTERS

Science students in year 11 have been invited to 
attend special science grade-booster intervention 
sessions this term. The science department 
delivered sessions to help students improve their 
progress by working on areas to improve from their 
mock exams, and studying the required practical 
element in science. The sessions took place from 
5-7pm and students were rewarded for their hard 
work with a Chinese take-away! Watch this space 
for further dates.

ART & SCIENCE DAY



CELEBRATION DAY!
At Westleigh, Aspiring & Achieving Together underpins everything that we 
do to ensure that all students have the best possible chance for success 
- instilling high expectations, promoting high aspirations, developing 
those personal skills and attributes that are characteristic of well-rounded 
individuals and realising the potential in every student so that they can 
achieve their very best both personally and academically.
We further believe in the importance of celebrating the academic achievements, 
as well as the individual success of students who have continuously applied 
themselves in the pursuit of excellence and on Thursday 9th November, the 
school held its Celebration Day assemblies for Years 8 – 11, recognising 
students’ achievements from the 2016/17 academic year, along with its annual 
Presentation Evening for last year’s Year 11 leavers.
As part of the school’s drive to recognise students’ successes and 
achievements through celebration, awards and certificates were presented 
by subject for the student in each year group who stood out for achieving 
‘Academic Excellence’ across 2016/17, along with the student in each subject 
who had demonstrated exceptional commitment to working to the best of 
their ability, to receive the ‘Achievement & Endeavour’ award.
In total, 132 awards were presented to deserving students from across Years 
8 – 11 during the Celebration Day assemblies, with presentations being 
made by Mr Bramwell and Mrs Foster and Mrs Richards representing the 
school’s Governing Body. In addition to the presentation of subject awards, 
a number of specific school awards were made, covering different areas of 
school life from sport to community. 

AWARD WINNERS FOR 2016/17 INCLUDED: 
•  The Michael Gregory Award for Year 8 Sports Person of the Year 
 - AMY HUYTON

•  The Michael Gregory Award for Year 8 Young Scientist of the Year 
- MILLY BANNER-SHAW

•  The Michael Gregory Award for Most Improved Student in Year 8 
 - KELSEY BOULTON

•  The Wigan & Leigh College for Achievement in ICT in Year 10 
 - CHARLIE NEEDHAM
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CELEBRATION DAY!
One of the school’s most prestigious awards is the ‘Governor’s Service to 
the Community Award’, which this year was presented to ADAM CARTER-
BAILEY in Year 11 for his outstanding work within the local and wider 
community. 
In the evening, the spotlight turned to focus on the achievements of the 
Class of 2017, which saw over 300 Parents, Carers, former students, staff, 
Governors, guests and former student Charlotte Poole, applaud over 
60 recipients of Subject Awards for ‘Academic Excellence’ and ‘Effort & 
Endeavour’ and specialist school awards, recognising exceptional individual 
achievements.  

AWARD WINNERS FOR 2016/17 INCLUDED: 
•  Headteacher’s Award for ‘Academic Excellence’ - AMY JOHNSON

•  Chair of Governors’ Award for ‘Outstanding Progress & 
Achievement’ - AMBER DEARDEN

•  Anne Waltho Award for ‘Sports Leadership’ - MORGAN MURPHY

•  George McDonald Award for ‘Service to the School’ 
 - EMMA WHITTAKER

•  Neta Sumner Award for ‘Outstanding Effort’ - CODIE CLARKE

The school’s annual 
Presentation Evening 
brought to a close a 
day-long marathon of 
celebration, recognising 
the many achievements 
of our students from last 
academic year and posing 
the question, which 
students will be ‘Aspiring & 
Achieving’ to take the top 
honours for 2017/18?

9
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THE WESTLEIGH WAY

GALLERY
Welcome to another ‘Westleigh Gallery’. Take a look at some of 
the outstanding work by students across KS3 including some 
‘Zentangle’ animals from Y7 and characterful ‘Tiki’ masks by 
Y8. Year 9 have been addressing how we look at ‘Everyday 
Objects’ inspired by the work of Michael Craig Martin and 
Y10 and 11 continue to produce some stunning work about 
different healthy and unhealthy foods…

Y7 have been learning about mark making and line by 
exploring  a wide range of methods and experimenting 
with lots of different materials. Hannah Battersby in Miss 
Marsden’s class has produced a fantastic wolf piece 
using geometric shapes. Miss Hodgson was very proud of 
Erin’s piece where she has used ‘Zentangle’ techniques to 
produce this fabulous elephant drawing. Miss Caldwell-
Richards struggled to choose her favourites from the 
petri dish samples her class produced!

Y8 have been having lots of fun with their ‘Tiki, Totem, 
Tribe!’ project. Both Miss Hodgson and Miss Caldwell-
Richards wanted to celebrate some of the fantastic 
masks made by students for homework and Miss 
Hodgson wanted to show off this fantastic cardboard 
mask made by Kyle Marsh. 

Y9 have been exploring the theme of 
‘Everyday Objects’ linked to the work 
of painter and sculptor Michael Craig 
Martin. After drawing objects which 
linked to themselves and their daily lives, 
Y9 scanned their drawings and worked 
on Photoshop to manipulate them in the 
style of the artist. Bailey Davies included 
her Instax camera and her favourite 
socks and for Shannon Smith it was all 
about the make-up! 

Y11 continue to produce 
technically outstanding work 
linked to the theme of ‘Food’. 
Jamie Coyston has produced 
her stunning pomegranate 
composition using brusho 
inks, water colours and 
coloured pencils. Romina 
Buruiana created her breath 
taking ice cream cone using 
coloured pencils whilst Solin 
Selou created her delicious 
composition using mixed media. 
ALL good enough to eat! 

Westleigh Art Faculty is proud to show off its Art Gallery celebrating 
the outstanding work of students. To see more inspiring work 
and to access resources follow MissMarsden @WestleighArt and 
MissHodgson @WestleighART2 on Twitter.



Year 8 have been taken to BRAT CAMP in Drama. Brat Camp aims 
to educate students about resilience, team work, focus and how 
positive behaviour leads to success.  Each student used props 
and costume to create and sustain a character role different to 
themselves. Ms Fraternale said, ‘It was amazing to witness the 
students grow in confidence and step out of their comfort zone 
and actually believe they could do it! There have been some 
amazing transformations’. 
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DRAMA AT WESTLEIGH

WESTLEIGH 
HAS SOUL...
The Westleigh Soul Band had the honour of kicking 
off this year’s Christmas lights switch-on in Leigh 
town centre. Thousands turned out to watch the 
event but students were far from daunted, in fact 
their teacher Mr Dykes said they ‘performed with real 
class’. The band played a series of crowd pleasers 
including hits such as ‘Crazy in Love’ prompting an 
impressed Wigan Council to tweet “Well done to the 
brilliant Westleigh Soul Band.”

Year 10 GCSE Drama students have 
been working above and beyond whilst 
planning their ‘Devising Drama’  exam 
piece. Ms Fraternale’s class are in the 
process of independently planning their 
response to a stimulus to allow them 
to produce a performance for a live 
audience. Themes include September 
11th and how the world was affected; 
how the death of a solider at war changes 
a family; the effects and consequences 
of drugs and different forms of bullying. 

Drama can be a powerful tool for investigating 
issues affecting young people. Year 7 have been 
exploring the theme of Bullying. Within lessons 
they have been studying a GCSE style stimulus 
allowing them to discuss and devise a drama 
around the types of bullying, empathy towards a 
victim and the consequences. Ms Fraternale says, 
‘WOW! Year 7 have been awesome during the 
process, displaying real maturity and true empathy 
whilst developing their use of the advanced drama 
skills. Well done guys.’
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL FOR YEAR 9
Y9 students studying A Christmas Carol were in for a treat when
Manactco came into to perform the play. Students watched the 
performance completely enthralled and were compelled by the 
actors. The performance was acted out by three actors alone which 
is quite a feat when there are at least 17 characters! Not only did 
the students get to watch the play but they also got 30 minutes 
to grill the actors, asking them any question based on the play to 
reinforce their understanding of this GCSE novel. The questions 
our students were asked were phenomenal and certainly tested the 
actors understanding of the play! Well done Y9!

Our Paired-Reading programme is now in full 
swing with many year 7 students participating. The 
activity takes place in our library, where students 
can read in a friendly and relaxed environment to 
a Y10 student mentor. The year 7’s are enjoying 
this experience and equally, our Y10 volunteer 
mentors are taking up this important role with 
commitment and enthusiasm! Already, we have 
observed some productive partnerships, with 
mentors establishing some excellent relationships 
with their corresponding pupil. We feel sure that 
the Y7s involved will improve their reading skills 
and make good progress. Well done all! 

PAIRED-READING

Mrs Carr wants everybody to know how 
valuable reading is, not only educationally 
but for personal development and of 
course, pleasure.  Evidence suggests 
that children who see their role models 
reading are more likely to pick up a book 
themselves. That’s why  during Westleigh’s 
weekly ‘Drop Everything and Read’ 
sessions, it’s staff as well as students who 
are expected to stop whatever they’re 
doing and devote 15 minutes to reading. 

DROP EVERYTHING AND READ!
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SHOOTING FOR THE STARS 
IN ARCHERY
This term, Westleigh’s Archery Club has been joined by year 7 students, 
Chelsea Allen and Charlie Bradshaw who have both hit the mark with 
impressive skills from the start. Chelsea says, “I first got to try archery at 
an event at Leigh Sports Village but only with pretend arrows. It’s much 
better here with the real thing.” Charlie too has always had an interest in 
archery but never previously had the chance to try it. The young archers 
enjoy the challenges involved in perfecting their skills but also enjoy the 
supportive atmosphere at the club. Together, the group are practising 
for the half termly ‘Shoot out’ for the chance to win a trophy. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WESTLEIGH’S EXTRA CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES, TURN TO THE BACK PAGE FOR A FULL TIMETABLE.

BUMPER HARVEST FOR 
THE GARDENING CLUB

Mrs Roberts has been tending 
Westleigh’s vegetable patch 
with help from students. 
Their achievements include 
nurturing 2.5 metre tall 
tomato plants from seed, and 
producing crops of asparagus 
and potatoes. The group were 
rewarded for all their hard 
work with a bumper harvest 
of home-grown tomatoes.  
Mrs Roberts believes students 

can learn a lot from spending time with nature and 
experiencing the wonder of producing plants from seeds. 
However she also admits that students were appalled when 
they realised what natural fertiliser was made from! Young 
gardener Owen Barns (pictured) says, “It’s rewarding to see 
the finished produce. I got to take some tomatoes home to 
my mum and we made spaghetti bolognese.”

MUSICAL MAESTROS
Students of a musical ilk will find ample opportunity to 
develop their skills or just have fun with friends in the many 
after-school music clubs offered at Westleigh.  The key 
stage 3 band meets every Tuesday. Year 8 students Rebecca 
McLeish (vocals) and Megan Thompson (piano) say, “We’re 
all friends so it’s a lot of fun working together and nobody 
criticises if you get something wrong. “ Megan’s love of music 
began in year 4 when she first learned the recorder. Rebecca 
is relatively new to music and didn’t feel confident enough to 
sing in public previously.  She made her singing debut at the 
Remembrance Service at St Paul’s church in Westleigh which 
she says was a real boost for her confidence.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS
Dance is a big part 
of the curriculum 
at Westleigh  which 
students enjoy as 
part of their PE 
lessons.  Luckily 
for students, there 
are also a number 
of after school 
dance clubs for 
an extra chance 
to practise their 
moves.  Y7 student 
Maisy Haliwell loves coming to the Wednesday night dance 
sessions; it’s an opportunity to relax and unwind after 
lessons and express herself through dance. Mrs Floweth-
Brown says the class is led by Year 10 and 11 dance students 
who themselves benefit from the extra practise and the 
confidence they get from helping others. The class is 
currently working on their routine for a special Christmas 
assembly and Westleigh’s Dance Show in January. 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to year 11 student, Cobyn Fletcher (pictured right), on being 
awarded u15’s Player of the year 2017 at Leigh East’s end of season awards. Cobyn 
received the award for his outstanding performances throughout the season along 
with his commitment to the team, positive attitude and attendance at all training 
sessions. Mrs Fletcher says, “We are extremely proud of Cobyn as he always gives 
100% and this just shows hard work pays off.” She goes on to praise the rest of the 
team who she says are, “a great set of lads with amazing team spirit.” 

Year 8 student Rebecca McLeish has been awarded 
a prestigious scholarship from the British Theatre 
Dance Association.  High achieving dance students 
from across the north-west took part in a demanding 
day of assessment, workshops and interviews which 
saw Rebecca choreographing and performing her 
own routine before taking part in workshops across 
disciplines including Modern Jazz, Tap and Classical 
Ballet. The scholarship will enable Rebecca to pursue 
her dance ambitions and she is set to audition for the 
Royal Ballet in January.

Talented swimmer Lily Lamb 
Piercy, a keen competitor for 
City of Salford Swimming Club 
and Wigan Wasps Swimming 
Club, contended in a Preston 
gala this December successfully 
taking home gold for 100m 
butterfly and 50m butterfly, 
bronze for 200m individual 
medley, and 4 personal bests. 
Next stop is Lancashire County 
Championships in January. Well 
done Lily and good luck with 
your next tournament!

Year 11 student James Medling (pictured left) has been awarded the ‘Leigh Miners 
Rangers Club Man Trophy’ for his dedication to the club where he has displayed 
outstanding teamwork and effort. James works tirelessly at the club including 
assisting with the younger players to whom he is an excellent role-model. Well 
done James.

There’s a bright future ahead for year 
11 student, Keira McGowan. Keira who 
studies Btec Dance and GCSE Drama 
at Westleigh, was delighted when she 
successfully auditioned to join the 
chorus line in a musical production 
of Jane Eyre at the Charter Theatre 
in Preston.  She says the opportunity 
was a wonderful experience which 
has inspired her to pursue her dream 
to star in the West End. Dance teacher 
Mrs Watling, who went along to watch 
Keira perform, said she was immensely 
proud of all that Keira has achieved.
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Our student music editor, Alicia 
Pollitt, writes about her tribute to 
Manchester: 
There’s probably only one person that 
I’d spend hours waiting on the cold 

streets of Manchester for. That person 
is Harry Styles. It wasn’t all doom and 

gloom though, in fact it’s quite exciting chatting to new 
people, plus it gave me chance to hand out my worker bees. 
Ah, the worker bees. A symbol of Manchester that came to 
light following the wake of the May 22nd attack. I knew that 
later Harry would be singing ‘Just a little bit of your heart’, a 
song he had written for Ariana Grande, a name synonymous 
with the Manchester attack.  I had organised for around 250 
worker bee posters to be printed and held during Harry’s 
rendition. Everything seemed to fit into place as I handed 
them to the waiting crowd. Everyone was supportive and 
keen to take part. 

The doors to the Apollo opened at 
around 6.30pm, a little earlier than 
planned but it added to the air of 
anticipation that surrounded the 
3500 strong crowd. The curtains 
opened at 9pm and there he 
was, Harry Styles, a Cheshire boy 
back on home territory. Bristling 
with pride, he couldn’t contain 
his cheeky grin when the whole 
room sang ‘Manchester, la la la’ 
to him.  Then, at around 9.40, his 
tribute to Manchester and Ariana 
began. ‘It means a lot singing this 
in Manchester,” he began, “and 
I’m very aware it takes a lot of 

courage to come to shows these days”. Through teary eyes, 
everyone held up their bee posters as a chorus of gasps 
echoed around the venue.  For those four minutes I felt the 
whole room unite with the same emotion, not fear, but love. 
It was enough for me to see 250 people co-operating with 
my idea, but the best moment by far was when Harry Edward 
Styles himself added his own acknowledgement saying, ‘You 
beautiful, beautiful bunch of bees”.  
The night was full of laughter, tears and screams, and 
attending school next day was exciting as my friends got to 
hear all about the events of the night before. Finally, to top 
everything off, at 2:52pm on November 2nd Harry tweeted 
a photo of the crowd holding up my worker bee posters 
with the caption ‘Manchester.’ I have truly never been so 
overwhelmed in my entire life, my simple idea having such 
an impact was something I never could have imagined. 
EVERYTHING starts with effort, it truly does. Effort DOES 
matter. And to you Mr Harry Styles, see you in Manchester 
in 2018. 

Ella Ozdemir represented 
Westleigh in a Wigan 
Borough cross country 
at Leigh Sports Village 
this term, but that’s 
not where the sporty 
students talents end. Ella 
writes about her extra-
curricular activities: 
“I have been playing netball since I was seven, influenced by my 
cousin Freya at Tyldesley Netball Club. I play on a team called 
Tyldesley Lightening Under 13s in the Bury League and the 
Greater Manchester County League. I train on Mondays then 
compete in matches on Sundays. My positions are Goal Keeper 
and Goal Defence, both of which are critical on court.  Among 
the achievements my teammates and I have won are Bury 
League Champions, Team of the Year and many more.  “As well 
as the competitive element, I enjoy the very strong friendships 
my teammates and I have built on and off court. We have a 
significant bond which has grown since we met and often 
consists of a meal at Nandos and sleepovers most weekends. 
With more practice and the support of my team mates, one 
day I wish to play for Manchester Thunder Netball Club (Super 
League Vitality winners) and then advance to the England 
Netball Squad.”  Ella is pictured with her cross country team mates.

OUR STUDENTS WRITE ABOUT
THE ISSUES THAT MATTER TO THEM...

STUDENT VOICE

Political discussion with student 
reporter Luke Hope-Nixon:
Following the recent terror attack in Egypt, 
it has to be said that our world is far from 
peaceful. But I think one of the things pulling 

society apart even further are xenophobic 
and racist attitudes, not just towards skin 

colour and race but culture and religion too. Let us not forget 
that the actions of a few brainwashed individuals who choose to 
twist the words from sacred texts to fit their own depraved 
beliefs does not mean that every other follower of 
that religion is the same.  Remember instead that the 
more we let the atrocities tear us apart, the stronger 
the perpetrators become. Keep the peace and bring 
an end to xenophobia and racism. 

Competition News by Ellie Roe, Y7.
Stranger Sagas writing competition:
Money is up for grabs as the Stranger Saga 
contest unravels. With a choice of inspiring 
themes, who could win this contest? All 
you have to do is write a mini-saga in no 
more than 100 words. With a top prize of 
£250 for yourself and £1000 for school, there is 
everything to work for. See Mr Nichols for details and an entry 
form. (Closing date 22nd December).  
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AT WESTLEIGH WE...
ASPIRE to fulfil our dreams. ACHIEVE with all our might.

TOGETHER we tackle the barriers that may stand in our way.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 2018

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES

KS3 KEYBOARD 
CLUB 

12.05pm - 12.45pm
E3, Mr Dykes

KS4 MUSIC 
THEORY CLUB 
1.05pm - 1.45pm

KS4 GCSE 
MUSIC PRACTICE

1.05pm - 1.45pm

KS3 SAMBA BAND 
12.05pm - 12.45pm

E3, Mr Dykes

KS3 UKULELE CLUB 
12.05pm - 12.45pm

E3, Dave Foster

DODGEBALL 
Y7 & Y8

Miss Lovatt

BADMINTON 
Y7 & Y8

Mr Sutton

BADMINTON 
Y7 & Y8, Mr Sutton

NETBALL 
Miss Bowling

DODGEBALL
Y7 & Y8

Miss Bowling

TABLE TENNIS 
Y9, Y10 & Y11

Mr Sutton

COMPUTER HOMEWORK CLUB  Y7 - Y11 (M1/M15 & M16)

LIBRARY  Y7 - Y11

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

NETBALL
Y7 - Y11

2:45pm - 4pm 

JUNIOR ROCK
AND POP BAND 

Y7 & Y8, 2.45pm - 4pm

RUGBY
Y7 - Y11

2.45pm - 4pm

FITNESS ZUMBA
Mrs Watling

FOOTBALL
Y7 - Y11

2.45pm - 4pm

NETBALL
FIXTURES
Miss Lovatt

NETBALL
FIXTURES
Miss Lovatt

DANCE
Y7 & Y10

E6, Mrs Watling & 
Ms Floweth-Brown

DANCE
Y8 & Y11

E6, Mrs Watling &
Ms Floweth-Brown

SENIOR ROCK
AND POP BAND

Y9 & Y10
2.45pm - 4pm

VOCAL GROUP
Y7 - Y11

2.45pm - 3.45pm
E3, Mr Dykes

LIBRARY  Y7 - Y11, 2.45pm - 3.45pm

GARDENING CLUB
2.45pm - 4pm

Miss Caldwell Richards

ARCHERY
2.45pm - 4pm

Sports Hall
Miss Caldwell Richards

ARTS & CRAFTS 
CLUB

2.45pm - 4pm
E4, Miss Marsden

HOMEWORK / 
COMPUTER CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm

E1 & E2

HOMEWORK / 
COMPUTER CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm

E1 & E2

HOMEWORK / 
COMPUTER CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm

E1 & E2

HOMEWORK / 
COMPUTER CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm

E1 & E2

HOMEWORK
& STUDY CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm
Learning Mentors’ 

Room, D Block

HOMEWORK
& STUDY CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm
Learning Mentors’ 

Room, D Block

HOMEWORK
& STUDY CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm
Learning Mentors’ 

Room, D Block

HOMEWORK
& STUDY CLUB

Y7 - Y11
2.45pm - 3.45pm
Learning Mentors’ 

Room, D Block

SOUL BAND
2.45pm - 3.45pm

Mr Dykes
& Charlotte Atack


