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We take our responsibility towards 
parents and students very seriously 
and are committed to providing first- 
class education for every individual 
child in our care. Ofsted praised us, 
saying children thrive in this friendly, 
caring and respectful Academy.  
We have outstanding facilities which 
provide students with a world class 
learning environment to inspire and 
motivate them to work hard and 
achieve their potential.

However, this is not the only reason 
why I believe SWB Academy is the 
best choice for your child and why 
we are hugely oversubscribed every 
year. Our motto is “Learning for Life, 
Securing Success” which shows our 
dedication to ensuring that your child 
makes good progress and achieves 
the best possible academic results, 
whilst also providing students with a 
vast range of opportunities to widen 

their horizons and open their minds to 
wonderful experiences. We are also 
dedicated to supporting your child to 
master the personal skills to enable 
them to have a happy and successful 
life in a safe and secure environment.

We believe that every child has talent 
and strengths and we nurture them 
to discover and develop these, we 
encourage our students to believe 
in themselves. Lessons at SWB 
Academy are taught by specialist 
teachers and an excellent team of 
support staff who work closely with 
students to ensure they make the 
best possible progress and enjoy 
their learning.

We have invested heavily in providing 
staff and students with resources 
to inspire 21st Century learners, 
including state-of-the-art technology 
and innovative learning spaces. All 
students have access to fantastic ICT 

resources including laptops, netbooks 
and iPads.

Choosing the right secondary
school is one of the most important
decisions that we, as parents, 
make. I hope the information in this 
prospectus will demonstrate that 
SWB Academy is the right choice 
for you and your child and show you 
why SWB Academy is the first choice 
school for parents and students 
across the local area. However, a 
prospectus does not tell the whole 
story and I would strongly encourage 
you to visit us to experience first-hand 
everything we have to offer.

Kerry InsckerPrincipal’s
Introduction

I am delighted that you are considering South 
Wolverhampton and Bilston Academy to provide 
secondary education for your child.



Principal’s
Introduction
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Our funding is issued directly to 
the Academy and we are free 
from many of the requirements on 
Local Authority schools meaning 
that we are free to innovate and 
target resources where they will 
be of most benefit to our students. 
However, we have full access to all 
Government focussed initiatives and 
are able to implement these in ways 
most appropriate for us if we wish 
to do so. There is NO CHARGE for 
students attending academies.

2 What is
 an Academy?

Academies are basically state-funded schools which are 
maintained by an Academy Trust rather than the Local Authority.



We are privileged to have three 
education-based sponsors as 
they bring a wealth of support 
and expertise which provides 
unprecedented opportunities for 
students and staff. The City of 
Wolverhampton Academy Trust is 
responsible for our governance, along 
with that of our sister Academy North 
East Wolverhampton Academy. The 
Academy Trust has been praised 
by Ofsted for its rigorous and robust 
monitoring of the work we do and 
constantly challenges and inspires 
us to ensure we provide a first class 
education for all of our students.

Through the support of the Academy 
Trust we also work in partnership with 
outstanding schools and Academies 
from across the country to share 
expertise and promote outstanding 
provision within SWB Academy. Our 
strive for excellence is relentless - 
we are focused and determined to 
become an outstanding Academy 
for the community of South 
Wolverhampton, Bilston and beyond.

 Our Sponsors 3

South Wolverhampton and Bilston Academy is managed 
by the City of Wolverhampton Academy Trust, with the 
University of Wolverhampton, City of Wolverhampton 
College and Wolverhampton City Council as sponsors.



We believe every student should 
and can master skills in literacy, 
numeracy and ICT and that these 
skills should be embedded across 
all of their subject areas. In addition, 
we aim to nurture resilience, integrity 
and high aspirations in every child, 
enabling them to confidently make 
their way in the world. Finally, we 
strive to provide students with access 
to unprecedented opportunities, 
giving them access to a huge range 
of activities and experiences including 
a broad enrichment programme 

and visits in the UK and abroad. The 
range of visits is growing year on year 
alongside the development of the 
‘SWB Experience’ for all students.

Golden Behaviour Code

SWB Academy students are expected 
to demonstrate outstanding behaviour. 
Our “Golden Code” clearly signals to 
staff, students and parents the core 
values of behaviour which ensure our 
Academy is a focused, happy and 
safe place to learn and achieve.

These are:

RESPECT  For yourself 
and for the values and 
beliefs of others, for our 
environment

ASPIRE  To be the best you can be

ENGAGE  In learning, in our 
community, with opportunities and 
with others

ACHIEVE  Your potential in all areas

SWB Academy students 
pride themselves in 
belonging to a highly 
successful and vibrant 
learning community 
where respect and high 
expectations mean that 
they thrive academically, 
socially and personally.

Our Vision
4 and Values

We are committed to providing outstanding education 
for all of our students through engaging and inspiring 
lessons taught by dedicated subject specialists who 
have the expertise, facilities and resources to ensure 
every child achieves their potential.

‘LEARNING FOR LIFE, SECURING SUCCESS’





I have been supported
in making the right choices 

for my future. The staff 
provide a clear sense of 
belief in me to achieve.

6th Form Student



In addition, personalised progression 
routes mean that students select 
courses and qualifications appropriate 
to their needs, ability and goals.

In Year 7 and Year 8 we are focussed 
on ensuring students master skills 
in numeracy, literacy and ICT, whilst 
also developing the life skills they 
need to become valued members 
of our community, responsible 
young adults and live successful and 
happy lives. The Academy creates 
curriculum pathways for a wide variety 
of learning styles and activities to 
ensure every individual achieves or 
exceeds their potential. Alongside 
this, students study English, Maths, 
Science, Technology, ICT, Humanities, 
P.E., Creative & Performing Arts and 
Modern Foreign Languages. Students 
also participate in a weekly ‘Learning 
for Life’ Lesson which encompasses 

skills and knowledge to develop 
themselves as learners and as 
members of the wider community and 
have access to additional Enrichment 
lessons and learning intervention 
classes to ensure they are always on 
track to achieve their potential. 

Students are expected to try new 
activities: from Outward Bound to 
participating in an Academy theatre 
production in our state-of- the-art 
performance hall; from designing, 
building and launching their own 
rockets to nail art; from repairing 
and restoring mountain bikes to 
participating in a huge choice of sports 
at the Bert Williams Leisure Centre 
which sits adjacent to the Academy 
building.

We run a two year Key Stage 3 
programme, so as they progress into 
Year 9, students can begin GCSEs in 

some subjects depending upon their 
aptitude and ability. 

Appropriate progression routes 
ensure that students have access to 
a vast range of subjects so that they 
are able to pursue their goals into 
further education, or training. We work 
with parents to provide individual 
information, advice and guidance to 
support students to make the right 
choices and achieve their potential. 

Our excellent progression routes carry 
through into our Sixth Form ensuring 
that students may complete their 
pre-University education with us.

By stimulating students’ desire to learn 
we aim to improve achievement across 
the curriculum while ensuring our 
determination to offer a personalised 
educational provision is maintained. 

 Our Curriculum 7

We offer a personalised curriculum which means that students are taught a broad 
and balanced range of subjects to give them the widest possible choice when it 
comes to selecting GCSEs and their future career.



With this in mind, we have developed 
a Sixth Form curriculum which 
provides excellent progression routes 
from Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 
into the study of A Levels and other 
Level 3 qualifications.

Our high expectations are equally 
important for our Sixth Form students 
who are role models for other 
youngsters in the Academy. Sixth 
Formers take an active leadership role 
and earn the right to be treated as 
young adults, demonstrating excellent 
behaviour and attendance and a total 
commitment to their learning. They 
recognise a responsibility as senior 
students in the Academy and work 
hard to support younger students to 
achieve their best.

Facilities for Sixth Formers are 
outstanding. We have a dedicated 
Sixth Form suite consisting of ICT 
Study Centre, first-class learning and 
enrichment spaces and social areas in 
our new building all fully resourced to 
support every student to achieve the 
highest results and enjoy their time 
with us.

Students in our Sixth Form have 
every opportunity for a first class 
education with many choosing to 
progress onto degree courses in 
Universities such as Wolverhampton, 
Keele, Brunel, Nottingham etc. At a 
time when there is stiff competition 
for University places, SWB Academy 
gives our students the high quality 
education and support they need to 

be successful, 90% of those 
going to University achieve 
their first choice place.

All Sixth Form students are 
expected to wear full business 
dress. They also have a choice of a 
range of equipment or enrichment 
to maximise their personalised 
learning opportunities. 

For more information on our Sixth 
Form please refer to our Sixth Form
Prospectus.

The “Raising the Participation Age” initiative as set out 
by the Government in 2014/15 requires students to stay 
in education of some form until they are 18. 

8 The Sixth Form







Its dramatic design incorporates a 
superbly equipped performance 
hall, dance studio, lecture theatre, 
a state-of-the-art engineering hall, a 
professional board room and range 
of stylish indoor and outdoor café 
and dining spaces. The Academy 
places a great emphasis on 
equipping our students with life skills, 
and throughout the building different 
learning spaces are provided.

The building design gives 
an amazing view both of the 
surroundings and to the interior 
with dramatic double and triple 

height spaces. The interior facilities 
are complemented by thoughtfully 
designed school grounds: with 
grass sports pitches, a full size 
artificial astroturf grass pitch, a multi-
use games area, an eco-garden 
and a series of ‘outdoor gardens’, 
as well as providing the students 
immediate access and use of the 
superb facilities at the neighbouring 
Bert Williams Leisure Centre.

 Our Outstanding
 Facilities 11

SWB Academy moved into a brand new, state-of-the-art 
building in September 2012. The building provides an 
amazing and inspiring environment for students, teachers 
and the community. Our building won a National Civic 
Trust Commendation Award for its superb design.



There is an extensive Enrichment 
Programme for all students throughout 
the Academy. This is timetabled 
into their normal working week and 
students will participate in a wide 
range of learning and experiences. 
In addition, there is a range of after- 
school clubs in activities such as 
performing and creative arts, sports 
and P.E.

We also run a variety of educational 
visits throughout the academic year 
to expand learning opportunities by 
visiting places such as “Think Tank”, 
the Black Country Living Museum, 
sports venues, historical castles and 

the theatre. We also have recreational 
visits through reward activities such 
as visiting theme parks, cinema and 
bowling and residential visits to places 
including Aberdovey, Germany, 
France and New York.

We challenge all of our students 
to try something new and to 
make the most of every wonderful 
opportunity which being a student 
at SWB Academy brings.

12  Enrichment

We believe in the importance of enrichment. By this, 
we mean opportunities outside of the traditional 
teaching classroom which support learning and personal 
development and allow our students to make more 
friends and have fun!



12  Enrichment





Progress is closely monitored to 
ensure students achieve at least in 
line with their potential.

In Years 7, 8 and 9  We report on 
progress using formal examinations 
where appropriate and teacher 
assessment

In Years 10 and 11  We report on 
GCSE grades or equivalent using the 
outcome of formal examination and 
teacher assessment.

Sixth Form  We report on A level 
grades or equivalent using the 
outcome of formal examination and 
teacher assessment.

The partnership between parents and the Academy 
is vital. We have many informal opportunities for 
communication and also report formally to parents 
three times per year through an interim and full report 
providing details of both the academic achievement 
and personal development of students. Parents are 
requested to provide their email addresses which allow 
reports and information to be sent home.

 Student Assessment 15

Parent Events During the year, 
parents are invited to a Progress Day 
(usually in November) to discuss all 
aspects of their childs progress at 
SWB Academy. This meeting is with 
the childs Form Tutor.

Later in the year, we hold Subject 
Meetings where parents meet 
individual subject teachers to discuss 
academic progress.

Parents are welcome to request 
information at any time.



competitions ensure that all 
students regularly interact and 
enjoy the more sociable, fun side 
of being a student at SWB Academy.

Our Pastoral Team get to know our 
students very well and become a vital 
point of contact for parents to enable 
you to join in celebrating their child’s 
success and discuss any concerns 
they may have.

In addition, we have Senior Directors 
responsible for Lower School and 

Upper School who have responsibility 
for all aspects of your child’s pastoral 
needs and academic achievements. 

Our students thrive within the care 
of the Pastoral System, making new 
friends, increasing in confidence and 
accessing peer support from a range 
of other students. Our Inter- House

Care, Guidance
and Support

 16 within the Academy

Students are allocated to a Pastoral Leader who has 
responsibility for their Year group. In addition, they 
join one of four houses: Sanderson, Weston, Brindley 
or Attwood. They are then allocated to a small 
Tutor group within their Year group. The Form Tutor 
becomes a vital, single point of contact for parents so 
that communication and support is effective.







n	 All children with special 
needs,specific learning difficulties, 
physical, emotional or social, 
receive appropriate educational 
provision which will enable them to 
develop their potential to the full. 
This provision will ensure quality 
of opportunity by ensuring high 
quality education, supporting the 
development of personal skills and 
identities and by providing for the 
ultimate aim of preparing them, as 
with all students, for full participation 
in society;

n	 The special needs of each 
child are identified, recorded and 
regularly reviewed;

n	 Individual targets are set, to 
ensure that appropriate curriculum 
provision is made for each 
child, to an appropriate level of 
development;

n	 Wherever possible, each child’s 
special educational needs are 
provided for in the mainstream 
classes with the provision for short-
term and part-time withdrawal 
facilities for individual children, e.g. 
Student Support Centre.

n	 Use is made of all appropriate 
available support services, 
including advisory staff, the 
Schools Psychological Service, the 
School Improvement Partnership, 
Educational Welfare Service, 
Connexions Careers Service, 
Educational Social Workers, 
Medical/Educational Services - 
supporting students with medical 
needs and the Special Needs 
Department of the Local Authority.

n	 The Disability Discrimination 
Act identifies the fact that some 
students have disabilities that call 
for special educational provision. 
However, not all children defined as 
disabled will require this provision. 
A child with asthma or diabetes may 
not have special educational needs, 
but may still have rights under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. We 
will assess each child as required, 
and make the appropriate provision 
based on their identified needs.

n	 A copy of the Special 
Educational Needs and Disability 
policy is available on our website 
and a hard copy can be obtained 
from the Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Coordinator/Director 
of Student Support (SENDCO).

 Special Education
 Needs & Disability
 (SEND) 19

SWB Academy is committed to improving the learning of children with special education 
needs and disability. In our provision for students, the Academy will ensure:



We endeavour to provide a safe 
and welcoming environment where 
children are respected and valued 
and where we actively promote the 
five outcomes of the Every Child 
Matters agenda:

n	 Be Healthy  

n	 Stay Safe  

n	 Enjoy and Achieve  

n	 Make a Positive Contribution  

n	 Achieve Economic Well-being

We recognise that every student at 
South Wolverhampton and Bilston 
Academy is an individual with different 
tastes and talents. Every effort is 
made to ensure that all our students 
enjoy their education and achieve 
their potential. Through an ethos of 
mutual respect, students are able to 
feel happy, secure and ready to learn.

Be Healthy

The Academy offers a wide range of 
first class dining options.

This helps to ensure that our students 
have access to good, nutritious food; 
the menu combinations encourage 

students to make healthy choices. The 
Academy shares an impressive range 
of indoor sports facilities at the Bert 
Williams Leisure Centre along with a 
versatile outdoor provision including 
full size, floodlit Astro Turf pitch, grass 
pitches, running track and multi-
use games area. This, allied to our 
lunchtime and afterschool activities, 
help us to encourage our students 
lead healthy lifestyles. Citizenship 
Days throughout the year build upon 
the importance of individual health 
and wellbeing and are delivered by 
area specific professionals. 

Stay Safe

The Academy takes pride in the 
outstanding safeguarding procedures 
it promotes. Students are fully 
informed of the Safeguarding 
structures within the Academy and 
the mentors they can access via the 
Student Support Centre.

Our students tell us that they feel 
safe and secure within the Academy. 
Bullying is not tolerated: any reports of 
bullying are taken extremely seriously 
and dealt with immediately. The 

Academy has trained Peer Mentors 
who pro-actively work to embed this 
feeling of security, younger students 
are aware of the peer mentors and 
can access them should they need 
any support.

Racial harmony is seen throughout 
the Academy and reported by visitors 
and parents. Our richness of cultural 
diversity is celebrated, with cultural 
specific events further promoting 
understanding and celebration of 
different races, religions and cultures.

Enjoy and Achieve

At the Academy we reward 
success and effort in lessons and 
around the Academy. We reward in 
many ways including Celebration 
Time in Assemblies and Progress 
Certificates. Our Annual Celebration 
of Achievement evening also gives 
us an outstanding opportunity to 
celebrate success. It is a great 
occasion for parents to celebrate 
and enjoy your child’s success 
also. Students at the Academy are 
expected to achieve or exceed their 
potential.

Make a positive contribution

The House system is an outstanding 
success as it helps all of our students 
to feel part of a wider community 
and to make a positive contribution 
through Inter-House competitions 
and events. Students are involved in 
activities linked to the local, national 
and global community, extending their 
knowledge of the world around them. 

Students are encouraged to 
participate in a Volunteering 
Programme giving their time and 
support to people not as fortunate as 
themselves. 

Our Pastoral system provides a vital 
link in the chain of communication 
between parents and the Academy. 
The Academy offers an excellent 
range of activities for students to 
engage in. Whether your child enjoys 
sports, music, drama, creative arts, 
engineering or cooking the Academy 
offers opportunities for them to 
continue their learning out of hours. 
We expect them to take advantage of 
every opportunity they have being an 
Academy student.

Achieve Economic Well Being

Students are actively encouraged 
to be productive to extend their self 
knowledge on the skills of teamwork, 
problem solving, independent 
thought and effective communication. 
These are the skills most valued be 
employers and therefore crucial to 
helping students to stand a better 
chance of attaining economic well 
being. In addition, students are 
encouraged to open a Natwest 
Bank account through the Academy, 
thus promoting their financial 
understanding.

Every Child
 20 Matters

At SWB Academy the welfare of every individual student 
is paramount. We recognise our moral and statutory 
responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of 
all students.
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SWB Academy has high standards and expects all students to attend everyday in full, 
correct uniform, to be smart at all times and take pride in their appearance demonstrating 
a commitment to excellence in their learning.

Lunchtime Arrangements

SWB takes the safety of our students very seriously and we expect all students from Year 7 to 11 
to remain on site throughout the day at lunchtime and breaktimes. 
We provide outstanding dining facilities where a variety of healthy meals are available from full 
hot meals to baguettes, salads and ‘grab and go’ foods. Students can of course bring their own 
packed lunch.

Academy Uniform

BLAZER Royal Blue with The
 Academy badge on pocket

JUMPER Navy V-neck Jumper   
 with gold stripe

TIE Navy/Gold broad stripe 
 with House colours

TROUSERS Grey

SKIRT Grey - Knee length

SHIRT Light Blue

SHOES Black Shoes. Not coloured  
 laces or logos.

Sports Kit

RUGBY Navy/Gold Reversible
JUMPER

POLO Navy/Gold
T-SHIRT

SHORTS Navy/Gold

SOCKS Navy/Royal

TRAINING For PE Lessons only
SHOES

The Academy has a Uniform Rules and 
Regulation Policy. Please contact reception 
for more details.

Times of the Academy Day 2016/17  

Time Period Duration

 8:45am - 9:05am Tutorial 20 minutes

 9:05am - 10:05am Period 1 1 hour

 10.05am - 10:20am Break 15 minutes

 10:20am - 11:20am Period 2 1 hour

 11:20am - 12:20am Period 3 1 hour

 12:20am - 13:15pm Lunch 55 minutes   

13:15pm - 14:15pm Period 4 1 hour 

14:15pm - 15:15pm Period 5 1 hour

 15:15 End of school day  

15:15pm - 16:15pm Extra-curricular activities 1 hour
  Offered

*  Please note that school closes for students at 2.00pm on Wednesdays. There are    
 homework club facilities available on site, free of charge for year 7    
 and 8 students until 3.15pm for those requiring this.



Admissions

Applications to the Academy are 
made through the Local Authority’s 
co-ordinated admissions scheme. 
Parents are required to complete 
the Common Application Form (CAF) 
which is sent by their Local Authority. 
If you would like to apply for a Year 
7 place at the Academy you should 
name the SWB Academy as your first 
preference on the CAF.

The Academy will operate the 
same admission arrangements 
and oversubscription criteria as 
Wolverhampton City Council. 
In accordance with these 
arrangements, where there are more 
applications received than there 
are places available, the following 
oversubscription criteria will be 
applied.

After the admission of students with 
statements of Special Educational 
Needs where the SWB Academy is 
named on the statement, the criteria 
will be applied in the order in which 
they are set out below:

a) Criterion 1: Looked after children or
 previously looked after children.

Priority will be given to a child who 
is in the care of a Local Authority 
or provided with accommodation 
by that Authority. This also includes 
children who have previously been 
looked after but may have been 
adopted or made subject to a 
special guardianship order.

b) Criterion 2: Medical/Social
Whether there are specific medical 
or social circumstances that can be 
met only by the child’s attendance 
at the SWB Academy.

c) Criterion 3: Siblings
Whether siblings attend the 
Academy and will still be attending 
the Academy at the time of 
admissions. For admission purposes, 
a sibling is a child who resides at the 
same address as the child for whom 
a place is being requested, and is 
one of the following:

n	 brother/sister 

n	 half brother/sister (i.e. share
 one common parent) 

n	 stepbrother/sister (i.e. related
 by a parent’s marriage) 

n	 any other child for whom it
can be demonstrated that s/he 
is residing permanently at the 
same address (e.g. under the 
terms of a residence order).

The sibling connection only applies 
where families have a sibling 
attending the Academy at the time of 
the application as well as at the time 
of admission.

d) Criterion 4: Distance
How close the child lives to the 
Academy, with those living closest 
to the Academy getting the 
highest priority. The measurement 
between home and Academy will 
be determined by a straight line 
measurement from the designated 
seed point of the home address to 
the designated seed point of the 
Academy site using the authority’s 
computerised system.

Appeals

Parents will have the right of appeal 
to an independent panel. Further 
information is available by contacting 
the City of Wolverhampton Academy 
Trust. (address available from the 
Academy reception).

Waiting Lists

Where more applications are received 
than there are places available, a 
waiting list will operate. Following an 
unsuccessful application, parents can 
ask for their child’s name to be placed 
on the waiting list. A child’s position 

on the waiting list and the allocation 
of a place will be determined solely in 
accordance with the aforementioned 
oversubscription criteria.

The Admission of Students 
with Statements of Special 
Educational Needs

Parents will have the right of 
appeal to an independent panel. 
Further information can be found 
in the Local Authority’s secondary 
admissions brochure.

Waiting Lists  The Academy Trust 
shall ensure that students with SEN 
are admitted on an equal basis 
with others in accordance with its 
admissions policy. If a child with a 
Statement of Special Educational 
Needs is allocated a place to the 
Academy, this will reduce the number 
of places at the school which are 
available for allocation. In line with 
Wolverhampton’s arrangements for 
the admission of students with SEN 
statements, where the Academy has 
been named on the pupil’s Statement 
of Special Educational Needs, 
placements will be determined 
through the procedures for reviewing 
and amending the Statement in 
consultation with parents/carers.

Attending
 24 The Academy

SWB Academy admits 200 students in Year 7 each year, 
providing 1000 places for 11-16 year olds with a Sixth 
Form of 200 places, which gives a total of 1200 places.



Attending
 24 The Academy

Learning for Life 
Securing Success

To arrange a visit to see how SWB Academy can benefit your 
child’s education, please call us on 01902 493797
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BSc (Hons), Cert. Ed, MA, NPQH 

SOUTH WOLVERHAMPTON & BILSTON ACADEMY
Dudley Street, Bilston, WV14 0LN

Tel: 01902 493797 I Web: www.swbacademy.org.uk
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