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“St Helens College 14-16 Academy provide a very good 
learning environment, which students appreciate.”   

Ofsted 2017



You have a choice
If you are currently in year 9 at school, you have an exciting opportunity to 
join St Helens College 14-16 Academy to complete year 10 and year 11.

You will attend St Helens College 14-16 Academy on a full-time basis, for two 
years. You will study core GCSEs alongside your chosen industry pathway. 
These pathways will contain two vocational qualifications that are equivalent 
to GCSEs. 

Vocational/BTEC qualifications are career and employment related with a 
more practical focus and relate your learning to the world of work. 

They are qualifications designed in collaboration with industry, and equip you 
with the skills and knowledge that employers are looking for. They will also 
help you to determine which route to take when you progress on to further 
education at the end of year 11. Whichever route you decide to choose, we will 
support and guide you every step of the way. 

Don’t worry about making the change from school, you’ll meet lots of new 
friends and will receive support from your teachers!
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OUTSTANDING PROGRESS
The overwhelming majority of our students achieve expected or better 
progress after joining us. It’s a great environment to maximise your 
potential.

PERSONALISED INDUSTRY PATHWAYS
Study a personalised industry pathway alongside your GCSEs.

WORLD OF WORK 
Learn in real, work environments and develop your skills and 
knowledge in commercial state-of-the-art facilities. 

PERSONALISED LEARNING
Smaller class sizes provide a more personalised learning experience.

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS
Develop employability skills including team working and 
entrepreneurship.

INSPIRING GUEST SPEAKERS
Learn directly from industry professional and inspirational, expert 
representatives.
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“Leaders plan curriculum that 
is broad and inclusive, and meet 
students’ needs and interests 
effectively.”

Ofsted 2017



Welcome from the 
Headteacher 
As Headteacher, I am delighted to welcome you to St Helens College 14-16 
Academy, a place where our students maximise their potential and succeed.

As a student, you will have access to the most incredible environment for 
learning, where both your career goals and academic needs are taken into 
consideration to ensure that you not only thrive in the local economy, but 
gain a head start in achieving your career aspirations.

We have produced hundreds of successful students that have achieved 
fantastic GCSE results, such as aspiring graphic designer, Laura Heath, who 
achieved two grade 7’s in English language and literature and a grade 9 in 
maths (read her story on page 23).

At St Helens College 14-16 Academy, we have high expectations. We focus on 
challenging our students and maximising their progress, while facilitating a 
safe and supportive community, equipping them with a strong sense of self-
belief and motivation.

We encourage you to visit St Helens College 14-16 Academy at our Open 
Evening or drop-in to an Open Morning, to experience for yourself how you 
can maximise your potential.

Keiron Tucker
Headteacher
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Engineering  
Construction

Admissions Criteria
To be eligible to apply for St Helens College 14-16 Academy, you will need: 

• Your predicted grades from your current school. 
• To be on track to achieve grade 9-4 (A*- C) in your English and maths GCSEs. 
• To demonstrate a keen interest in your preferred industry pathway. 
• An enthusiasm to learn and develop the skills required in your industry 

pathway. 
• Good attendance at your current school.

You will need to complete an application form (see page 28 for more 
information) and provide us with some key information about your progress 
at your present school. This will include information on your attendance and 
academic target grades.

Once you have completed your application, we will review it and invite you 
into St Helens College 14-16 Academy for an informal interview. You must 
bring your latest school report along to the interview with you. 

Demonstrating your commitment and ability to succeed in your studies will 
enable you to complete your interview successfully, thereby securing your 
place at St Helens College 14-16 Academy. 

The application deadline is 28th May 2018 for September 2018 entry.
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CORE GCSEs (COMPULSORY)

GCSE OPTION (SELECT ONE)

Every student at St Helens College 
14-16 Academy will study up to 
nine GCSEs including combined 
English language and English 
literature, mathematics, combined 
science, ICT and two vocational/
BTEC qualifications from an industry 
pathway (equivalent to GCSEs).

In addition, you will study RE, 
PSHE and PE alongside enrichment 
activities.

There may also be an opportunity to 
choose either film studies or business 
as an additional GCSE depending on 
your current progress.

Curriculum Choices

Professional 
Trade

Retail and
Leisure

Education and
Health

Services

INDUSTRY PATHWAY (SELECT ONE)  

Film Studies Business

Maths

ICT (CIDA)
English 

literature and  
language

PE
Enrichment

RE PSHE

Engineering Hair & Beauty 

Hospitality

Childcare

Health & Social CareConstruction
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Engineering and construction are two of the largest industries in the UK and 
worldwide. Every industry depends on the skills of engineers and construction 
workers.

Whether you enjoy designing, building, drawing, repairing or problem-solving, 
a career in engineering or construction could take you in lots of different 
directions from working on transport networks, in renewable energy or on  
people’s homes and large scale buildings. You could even end up running your 
own business one day.

What qualifications will I study?
• Level 2 BTEC in Construction and the Built Environment
• Level 2 BTEC in Engineering (City and Guilds)
These are equivalent to two GCSEs.

What will I learn?
You will learn and explore the world of construction and engineering in our 
industry standard workshops, getting a feel for working in a real, working 
environment.

Through a mixture of practical, workshop and classroom based studies, 
you’ll develop a broad range of skills and experience within engineering and 
construction, exploring materials, design, maintenance and technology.

Where will this qualification take me?
Once you have completed this qualification at the end of year 11, you’ll be 
able to either:

• Earn while you learn with an apprenticeship in construction or 
engineering.

• Study a full-time construction course at St Helens College.

• Study a full-time engineering course at St Helens College.

• Study a package of A levels at our A Level Academy.

PROFESSIONAL TRADE PATHWAY 

Construction 
and Engineering
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There’s never been a better time to become a part of the hospitality, 
hairdressing or beauty industries as there are so many exciting career 
opportunities to choose from in a wide variety of settings such as salons, 
hotels, cruise ships or even the armed forces. You could even set up your own 
business one day.

What qualifications will I study?
• Level 2 BTEC in Hospitality (City and Guilds)
• Level 2 Certificate in Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy (City and Guilds)

What will I learn?
The retail and leisure industry pathway combines hands-on, practical study 
with elements of theory within the classroom.

You’ll experience hospitality first-hand within our busy kitchens and 
restaurant, Colours, whilst studying a broad range of topics such as food 
safety, planning and cooking as well as an introduction to the industry.

Hairdressing and beauty are not just about understanding how to cut and 
colour hair, you’ll develop a strong knowledge of this growing industry, learn 
the science behind popular products and learn how to create and research a 
new look.

Where will this qualification take me?
Once you have completed this qualification at the end of year 11, you’ll be 
able to either:

• Earn while you learn with an apprenticeship in hospitality, hairdressing or 
beauty.

• Study a full-time hospitality, hairdressing or beauty course at St Helens 
College.

• Study a package of A levels at our A Level Academy.

RETAIL AND LEISURE PATHWAY

Hair and Beauty 
and Hospitality
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EDUCATION AND HEALTH SERVICES PATHWAY
 

Childcare and 
Health and Social Care
Working in childcare or health and social care can be very rewarding as you’ll 
be making a huge difference to people’s lives every day.

You may find yourself caring for children, the disabled, the sick or the elderly 
within a variety of job roles such as a nurse, teacher, social worker, midwife, 
paramedic, dentist, surgeon or optician to name but a few. Whatever you 
decide to choose, your skills will definitely be in demand.

What qualifications will I study?
• Level 2 CACHE Childcare
• Level 2 BTEC Health and Social Care
These are equivalent to two GCSEs.

What will I learn?
Childcare and health and social care cover a very broad range of topics from 
an introduction to working with children, early years, development and 
wellbeing to promoting healthy lifestyles and understanding how the body 
works.

You’ll be able to apply this new knowledge and range of skills to the next 
stage of your education journey.

Where will this qualification take me?
Once you have completed this qualification at the end of year 11, you’ll be 
able to either:

• Earn while you learn with an apprenticeship in childcare or health and 
social care.

• Study a full-time childcare course at St Helens College.

• Study a full-time health and social care course at St Helens College.

• Study a package of A levels at our A Level Academy.



Student Life
SMALLER CLASS SIZES
Students at St Helens College 14-16 Academy benefit from smaller class sizes 
resulting in a lot more help and dedicated support.

EXPERT VOCATIONAL STAFF AND EXCELLENT INDUSTRY STANDARD 
WORKSHOPS AND RESOURCES
St Helens College 14-16 Academy provides you with access to vocational 
specialists; people with expert knowledge and experience who are passionate 
about their industry. 

BREAKFAST CLUB
St Helens College 14-16 Academy will be open to students from 8am and all 
students will be provided with a free breakfast every weekday. You can choose 
from toast, cereal or porridge and a drink. You can arrive early, socialise with 
your friends and enjoy your breakfast. 

TRANSPORT
A free Arriva bus pass will be available to all St Helens College 14-16 Academy 
students.

TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY 
You will be able to eat your free breakfast from 8am in the food court, with the 
school day starting at 8.30am and finishing at 3.30pm, Monday to Thursday 
and finishing at 1.20pm on Friday. 

BREAK TIME
There will be vending facilities provided within the social areas and drinks and 
snacks will be available.

LUNCH TIME
Lunch will be available each day; it will be served in the food court in the STEM 
Centre, Technology Campus adjacent to St Helens College 14-16 Academy. There 
is a dedicated seating area for St Helens College 14-16 Academy students. A 
range of hot and cold meals, sandwiches and snacks are available from the 
food court. You will be supervised throughout lunchtime. Students who are 
entitled to a free school lunch will be provided with one. If you wish to bring 
your own lunch, you may eat within St Helens College 14-16 Academy social 
areas.



Student Support 
We understand that moving from one school to another can be quite a stressful 
experience as you start to make new friends and get to grips with your studies, so to 
make sure that you receive the necessary support, we provide:

• English and maths Support – If you are struggling with your English and maths 
subjects and require extra support to stay on track with your studies, we will 
provide one-to-one support and group revision sessions.

• New Horizons – Your wellbeing is very important to us, which is why we have a 
dedicated service for students who feel they need help or support with a range of 
issues such as confidence and self-esteem.

• Additional Support – We have an experienced and friendly team to provide 
everything from in-class support, access to specialist equipment and adaptation of 
materials to assistance with personal care/health needs.

• Careers Advice and Guidance – You will be able to work with our impartial careers 
advisor to build a two-year development plan, ensuring that you are on track for 
your dream career.
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Work Experience 
Students at St Helens College 14-16 Academy have the opportunity to take 
part in two weeks work experience within their chosen industry. 

Your teachers will be able to assist you in finding a placement to ensure that 
you get as much out of your work experience as possible. Previous students 
have gained placements with innovative engineering organisations such 
as Alstom, local primary schools including Eaves Lane Primary School and 
established beauty and hairdressing salons such as Skin and Beauty Body 
Centre and Ian Black in Newton-le-Willows.

“...students take part in work experience.”
Ofsted 2017
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Into Film
We are proud to offer students ‘Into Film’ as an exciting enrichment opportunity 
for those with an interest and passion for film and media.

Students have the opportunity to watch and review films, plan and direct their 
own blockbuster and attend the annual ‘Into Film Festival’ with workshops, guest 
speakers and over 130 films to watch.

Our students recently gained impressive success at the National Into Film Awards, 
which took place in London, after competing with schools across the country and 
achieving runner-up in the Film of the Month category.

The film entitled, ‘Nowhere’, received amazing feedback and was recognised for its 
interesting storyline, use of creative camera work and strong ‘Into Space’ theme.

Take a look at their recent projects at www.sthelens.ac.uk/intofilm.





Uniform
St Helens College 14-16 Academy dress code is smart business attire which 
reflects the hard work, commitment and professionalism of St Helens College 
14-16 Academy students. 

    The uniform: 

• Smart black blazer

• Trousers/knee-length skirt 

• White collared shirt/white collared blouse

• St Helens College 14-16 Academy branded tie

• Black socks

• Appropriate smart business footwear

• Student ID badge and lanyard

Dependant on your chosen industry pathway, uniform such as tunics and 
overalls will be provided.

For sport and enrichment activities, St Helens College 14-16 Academy students 
will wear a polo shirt, sports shorts/tracksuit bottoms/sports leggings (navy 
or black only) and trainers. 

The branded tie can be purchased from St Helens College 14-16 Academy. 
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Chloe Corke 
Retail and Leisure Industry Pathway.

“I was shortlisted for the final of a national competition 
with United Utilities thanks to St Helens College 14-16 
Academy and the support of my teacher.”
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Chloe illustrates her 
dream career
14-year-old Chloe Corke is an aspiring book illustrator and is making amazing 
progress at St Helens College 14-16 Academy.

Chloe, from Huyton, decided to join St Helens College 14-16 Academy after 
feeling unhappy at her previous high school. She couldn’t enjoy her subjects, 
often feeling lost in such large classes.

After visiting an open evening at St Helens College 14-16 Academy, and having 
the opportunity to speak to teachers and current students, she knew that she 
would be able to excel and reach her full potential.

Speaking about her experience at St Helens College 14-16 Academy, Chloe, 
said, “When I first started here, I did not know anyone and worried that I 
would not fit in, but I have made some great friends and I have never felt 
more at home. The small class sizes ensure that I am receiving enough support 
with my studies and the teachers are amazing.”

She added, “Having the opportunity to gain work experience and study GCSEs 
in addition to vocational subjects is preparing me for my future.”

Inspired by her teacher and her passion for English, Chloe entered United 
Utilities’ national advertising competition on Youtube to help raise awareness 
of the impact of flushing wipes down the toilet and why it should be avoided. 
She was recently shortlisted for the final, after competing with schools across 
the country.

When she is not working hard in the classroom, Chloe is a student 
representative at St Helens College 14-16 Academy, taking part in initiatives 
and events alongside other students.

After completing her studies, Chloe is planning to attend St Helens College’s A 
Level Academy to combine her interests in English and art with a package of A 
levels. She is determined to fulfil her dream of becoming a book illustrator.



Parent Testimonials
“I have found St Helens College 14-16 
Academy extremely supportive in 
regards to my daughter’s education. 
The staff and teachers couldn’t be 
more helpful in catering for my 
daughter’s needs. In the past she 
has found it difficult to keep up, as 
she suffers with learning difficulties.  
St Helens College 14-16 Academy 
goes above and beyond to support 
her, which she didn’t receive in her 
previous school.” 

Parent of Jessica Williams

“I have noticed a dramatic 
improvement in Lauren’s grades 
since starting at St Helens College 
14-16 Academy. I feel she benefits 
and enjoys the smaller class sizes of 
11-15 the most, as she struggled to 
keep up in her previous school which 
held classes of 35. The support is 
much more focused from staff who 
are really friendly and extremely 
approachable.”

Parent of Lauren Ellis

“Matthew’s circumstances are unique; 
the support he has received from 
St Helens College 14-16 Academy 
has been excellent. Having the 
opportunity to do an industry 
pathway, has enabled him to develop 
personal skills and employability 
skills which will carry him through 
into his working life.”

Parent of Matthew Isherwood

“I’ve found that Chloe is a lot happier 
in herself since she started here. She 
particularly enjoys St Helens College 
14-16 Academy’s extra enrichment 
activities like the Into Film Club, 
which she didn’t have access to at her 
old school.”

Parent of Chloe Corke

“
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Inspirational Teaching
Natalie has been a teacher at St Helens 
College 14-16 Academy for three years 
with a strong passion for helping 
young people achieve their potential.

After completing her degree in Physical 
Education, Nat decided to take up a 
full-time role as a teaching assistant. 
This role inspired her to become a 
teacher, and she completed her teacher 
training with St Helens College within 
the Health, Sport and Public Services 
department.

Nat enjoys the experience that the 
St Helens College 14-16 Academy 
provides, and with smaller class 
sizes, is able to cater for each student 
individually. 

Speaking of her time at St Helens 
College 14-16 Academy, Nat said, “I am 
blessed with meeting students from 
different backgrounds who are all 
different types of characters, making 
each teaching day different. On results 
day, I feel so proud to see students 
who have achieved the grades that 
they wanted to during their time at St 
Helens College 14-16 Academy.”

Through working within a further 
education environment, Nat has been 
able to cater her teaching methods 
at St Helens College 14-16 Academy, 
to prepare students for the jump to 
college.
 

Natalie Cotham
Level 2 BTEC Health and Social Care Tutor,
St Helens College 14-16 Academy
 

“Young people who are 
wishing to challenge 
their potential and want 
more of a vocational 
experience would benefit 
from St Helens College 
14-16 Academy. Students 
find their lessons very 
engaging and enjoy their 
time here.”



St Helens College 
14-16 Academy 
students achieve 
top marks
Staff and students at St Helens 
College 14-16 Academy celebrated 
another set of fantastic GCSE 
results since St Helens College 
14-16 Academy launched in 2014. 
Highlights from the second set of 
exam results include success in 
vocational qualifications as well as 
many students achieving expected or 
better progress in English and maths 
on entry.

Vocational programmes including 
construction, engineering, health and 
social care and childcare, which are 
taken alongside core GCSEs, achieved 
an impressive 100% overall pass 
rate. Performance in English GCSEs 
topped the tables with a 98% overall 
pass rate for English literature and 
English language, smashing the 
national average of 71.9% and 65.7% 
respectively.
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The results follow newly reformed 
GCSEs, designed to make GCSEs 
more rigorous and challenging using 
the new scale of 9 to 1, replacing 
A* to G grades. Some shining stars 
of St Helens College 14-16 Academy 
included Lisa Conley and Laura Heath, 
celebrating after achieving 8 GCSEs 
(or equivalent). 

Lisa Conley, who joined St Helens 
College 14-16 Academy from The 
Sutton Academy, said, “I am so 
happy that I have achieved grades 
9 - 4  in English language, English 
literature, mathematics, engineering 
and hospitality and I honestly feel 
that I couldn’t have done this without 
the support from my teachers. When 
I first joined St Helens College 14-16 
Academy I had a grade 3 in English, 
so to achieve a grade 6 feels amazing. 
I am looking forward to progressing 
on to study A levels.”

Lisa’s mum who also celebrated with 
her, said, “I am extremely proud of 
Lisa. She has been determined and 
shown spirit throughout. She has 
achieved such fantastic results and 
has a great future ahead of her. St 
Helens College 14-16 Academy has 
brought her personality to life as 
her peers and teachers are very 
supportive of each other and feel like 
an extended family to her.”

Laura Heath, who studied hair and 
beauty and engineering alongside her 
GCSEs, received an impressive grade 
9 in her English literature GCSE and 
hopes to one day work within graphic 
design.

Laura also achieved a grade 7 in 
maths and English language, a grade 
5 in science and computing, as well as 
a distinction in hair and beauty, and a 
merit in engineering. 

Keiron Tucker, Headteacher of 
St Helens College 14-16 Academy, 
said, “We are immensely proud of our 
students. They have worked really 
hard to excel in their chosen subjects 
and have come out with a fantastic 
set of results.”

“This outstanding set 
of exam results really 
highlights how far these 
students have travelled 
in terms of their 
educational performance 
since joining us in year 
10. They are now in 
a strong position in 
terms of pursuing their 
progression route into 
further education.”



How to Apply
Talk to your parents/carers about what you 
would like to do.

Come along to our Open Evening to take a 
look at our facilities and speak to current 
students and teachers or visit one of our drop 
in mornings.

Complete an application form – you can do 
this in person or online at 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/1416apply.

We will contact you and your parents/carers 
to arrange a chat about what St Helens 
College 14-16 Academy can offer you, what 
progression opportunities there are and what 
your personalised programme could look like.

Once you have decided that St Helens College 
14-16 Academy is the right choice for you, we 
will help ensure that all necessary paperwork 
is completed and will liaise with your school 
and local authority to complete your transfer.
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Open Evening
Wednesday 21st March 
4.00pm – 6.30pm 
 Headteacher presentation at 4.30pm

St Helens College 14-16 Academy Building, 
Technology Campus, St Helens, WA9 1TT

Find out More...
Come along to St Helens College 14-16 Academy’s Open Evening to explore our 
amazing facilities, find out more about our unique curriculum, chat to teachers 
and current students and get advice about your career choices.

The content of this booklet has been checked and is correct at time of publication.

St Helens College 14-16 Academy reserves the right to amend, cancel, suspend or modify programmes as necessary, and this 
document cannot be considered contractual. The viability of these courses depends on application numbers and students should 
continue to make option choices at school until a place at St Helens College 14-16 Academy has been confirmed.
 
Applications can be submitted online or via a paper application form. All applications will be acknowledged by letter which will 
explain the remainder of the application process. 29

Can’t make the Open Evening?
Don’t worry – St Helens College 14-16 Academy has drop-in sessions every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9.00am – 10.00am.

To find out more about our Open Evening or drop-in sessions contact us on 
01744 623105 or visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/1416academy
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