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1 OPEN DAYS

OPEN DAYS AT  
PALACE COURT

Our Open Days are a chance for you and your 
friends or family to meet and chat with our 
friendly course leaders, tour our studios and 
facilities, and discuss the best study options  
for you.* 

Saturday 20 October 2018
Wednesday 21 November 2018
Wednesday 13 February 2019
Saturday 30 March 2019
Saturday 29 June 2019

Book your place at plymouthart.ac.uk/opendays. 
You’re also welcome to turn up on the day.

Postal details

Plymouth College of Art
Tavistock Place
Plymouth
Devon, PL4 8AT
United Kingdom

Campus location

Palace Court pre-degree campus / Palace Studios 
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design campus
Buckwell Street
Plymouth
Devon
PL1 2DA

+44 (0) 1752 203434
enquiries@pca.ac.uk

Sign up to receive our regular newsletter and 
invites to our artist talks, gallery openings, 
student exhibitions and more, at  
plymouthart.ac.uk.

 plymouthcollegeofart
  plymouthart

 plymouthcollegeofart
  plymouthart.tumblr.com

 plymouthcollegeofart

Our prospectus gives you a picture of what it is like to study at the college 
and a guide to fees and entry requirements at the time of printing in 
February 2018 for 2019/20 entry. 

Current advice is that EU students joining us in 2019/20 will be subject to 
no changes regarding visa requirements, and will retain access to funding 
from the Student Loans Company. However, please always refer to our 
website for up-to-date and more detailed fee and course information.

*As these dates are published in advance of the academic year, always 
check the website for running times and any changes.
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PRE-DEGREE COURSES

It’s your choice

UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma Art & Design
Art & Design 
Fashion & Textiles 
Film, Animation & Media Production
Graphics, Illustration & Game Arts 
Photography 

UAL Foundation Diploma in Art & Design 
Young Arts
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Entry requirements 
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Student support
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Acknowledgements
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Your Extended Diploma or Foundation Diploma in 
Art & Design is the most exciting and dynamic  
creative threshold, your gateway to the 
extraordinary range of specialist degrees in art, 
craft, design and media education. This is a place 
in which to discover who you are and where your  
creative path is leading into the global marketplace 
that is the creative industries internationally.

It is the space of aspiration, and our working 
environment is widely regarded as one of the 
richest and most diverse ecosystems of materials, 
technologies, processes, practices, art forms 
and ideas that you will find in the form of an art 
college. At a time when others are narrowing the 
range and ecology of their learning environments, 
we have invested heavily in both digital and 
analogue dimensions – because we believe that 
the space of learning either offers or withdraws the 
possibility of learning. There is a kind of creative 
intelligence, aesthetic sensibility and cognitive 
method that you will only ever acquire first-hand,  
in live contact with materials and processes.

Because the purpose of creative learning 
is inseparable from that of living your life, 
we understand that art students are natural 
activists, keen to explore and develop their 
creative practice in social or industrial context. 
Plymouth College of Art, both as an educational 
institution and as an inclusive, international 
creative community, is a natural home for this 
kind of activism. In 2013 we established a trans-
generational progressive continuum of creative 
learning from age three to postgraduate level 
study with the founding of Plymouth School of 
Creative Arts which now enrolls 1050 pupils, and 
in 2015 we opened its RIBA and AJ100 award-
winning new home at The Red House. In 2017 
the college was awarded the Social Enterprise 
Gold Mark for its systemic commitment to 
community engagement, and in 2018 we created 
a fashion and textile manufacturing business as 
a Community Interest Company in partnership 
with Millfields Trust.

One-in-eleven jobs are now in the creative 
industries, which in 2016 contributed £91.8 
billion in GVA to the UK economy. It is the UK’s 
fastest-growing industrial sector, increasing by  
almost 45% since 2010, and grew by 7.6% in 
2015-16 (more than twice the 3.5% growth 
rate for the UK economy as a whole). The UK’s 
creative industries are now worth more than 
the automotive, aerospace, oil and gas, and life 
sciences sectors combined, and that value is 
estimated to increase to £130 billion by 2025. 
Jobs in the creative industries increased by 25.4% 
(sector average =7.6%) from 2011-16 and are 
regarded as more resilient to future automation 
than are those in other employment sectors.

Good news, no doubt, but we know that’s not 
why you’re here. You’re here because you have a 
vocation for creative practice in art, craft, design 
and media, a calling, and your vocation as an 
artist, designer and maker will take you out into a 
global marketplace. That is why in 2020, the year 
in which our city marks the 400th anniversary of 
the voyage to America in 1620 of The Mayflower, 
Plymouth College of Art will be engaging more 
than ever with the horizon, in every direction. 
Quite simply, we believe that the horizon is where 
your identity as an artist or designer will come 
from, and that your task is to go out into the 
world in order to discover who you are. A journey 
and an adventure that begins here.

Plymouth College of Art may not be for  
everyone. But it is for anyone who shares our 
values and interests in making and thinking.  
Join our movement.

Professor Andrew Brewerton
Principal & Chief Executive

 ajbrewerton

IT’S YOUR ENERGY THAT BRINGS YOU HERE

   IT’S 
   YOUR
   ENERGY

THAT
BRINGS 
    YOU 

HERE

Welcome to Plymouth College of Art, an art school run by artists 
and designers for artists and designers. We are a dynamic and 
collegial community of creative practitioners in which making  
is as important as reading and writing, and where the purpose  
of learning is inseparable from that of living your life. A place  
for making things, and making things happen. For making a 
difference. As a student it is your energy we work with here, 
with the emerging individual path of your creative focus within  
a specialist learning environment of industry-standard studios 
and workshops in which your work can truly flourish.
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Taught by practising artists
Our lecturers and technicians are more than 

just teachers – they’re also all practising artists, 
designers and makers. They know what it’s like 
to work in the creative industries because they’ve 
done it. They know what processes today’s artists 
and designers are using because they’re using 
them too. And they’ll pass all of this knowledge 
on to you to soak up.

Treated like creative professionals
We see our students as photographers, 

designers, filmmakers, painters, and makers from 
the day they arrive. You’ll be treated like this, not 
children who we need to keep an eye on. We’ll 
give you all the support, advice and guidance 
you need and we’ll respect your choices and 
decisions as adults.

Making character
On top of technical knowledge and 

understanding your specialist area, it takes 
character to succeed in your education, your 
career and your life. We guide you in six key 
aspects of character development: respect, 
communication, wellbeing, responsibility, people 
and grit. Because we know that to be successful 
you need to be able to share with people how 
exciting your practice is, network brilliantly with 
a range of other creatives, communicate with 
passion about your proposals and pursue your 
ambitions with resilience and purpose, we design 
your projects to promote these skills and  
create activities that help you learn how to 
improve them. 

 
Active learning through industry briefs

Collaborating in teams for creative problem-
solving, our students learn through engaging with 
briefs set in consultation with industry. Study with 
us and you’ll leave ready to progress onto degree 
study or working in industry.

Access to world-leading facilities
Alongside their own kit at Palace Court, our 

pre-degree students can access the industry 
standard resources, studios and equipment used 
by undergraduate and postgraduate students in 
our Tavistock Place building. From 3D printers in 
the Fab Lab to a 150-year-old wallpaper press, 
there’s plenty of opportunity for experimentation.

Links with industry
If you want a career as an artist, designer 

or maker, then you’ll need to know how those 
industries operate. We have links with industry 
partners – from DIY creative start-ups to 
international brands – where students gain 
placements, work on live briefs, and make their 
first steps toward landing a dream job.

Opportunity to progress
After completing their pre-degree learning with 

us, many of our students progress onto degree 
study – before going on to sculpt great careers 
in the UK’s booming creative industries. Many 
choose to complete their degree study with us, 
while some make the decision to move on to 
other arts universities, and we support them 
every step of the way.

Creative careers advice
Along with expert teaching and cutting-edge 

facilities, we’re here to offer the support and 
guidance you need to make your journey through 
college and into your creative career as rewarding 
and smooth as possible. We’ve revamped our 
curriculum to make sure you develop the relevant 
skills you need, including teamwork, presentation, 
pitching ideas and communication, to confidently 
progress into the specialist subject area you 
choose, taking the next steps at college or 
moving into the world of work.

“The environment here is totally different to school – it gives  
you the freedom to experiment and learn new things.”  
Jessica Clemes, Extended Diploma in Art & Design (Graphics, 
Illustration & Game Arts)SO MUCH

MORE 

       THAN
    SCHOOL
Forget what you know about school – studying with us is 
a completely different experience. Treated like a creative 
professional and surrounded by fellow artists and designers, 
here are just a few of the differences you’ll notice.
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We collaborate
We’re an independent, specialist art school 

with an internationally distinctive identity. Here 
you’ll find fashion designers, ceramicists, games 
designers, fine artists and photographers,  
all sharing facilities and ideas. It’s a truly  
collaborative cross-disciplinary environment. 
Nationally, we’re a Founding Associate of Tate 
Exchange and internationally we act as advisors 
to the Cheongju International Craft Biennale.  
Our contribution to the creative industries and 
cultural agenda continues to grow, offering  
more opportunities each year to collaborate  
with leading artists from around the world.

Making time, making space 
Our tutors are practising artists and 

designers, and our technicians are highly-
skilled masters of their crafts. We’re all making 
something. Some are working at degree level, 
while others are pre-degree or postgraduate – all 
are contributing to the growth of the creative 
industries in the UK. We even founded Plymouth 
School of Creative Arts – The Red House – a 
school for four to 16-year-olds. We’re proud of 
our big, open studios, our diverse ecosystem of 
materials and our inspirational equipment and 
technologies. Some of it is cutting edge, like our 
digital Fab Lab, but lots of it is here because 
it’s stood the test of time, like our beautiful 
printmaking presses – still irreplaceable despite 
traditional roots.

Live what you do
We believe that contemporary arts practice 

is the catalyst for personal, professional and 
cultural transformation, and in order to achieve 
this we pride ourselves in providing high levels 
of contact time and studio access, not just a 
few timetabled hours a week. Living what you 
do means getting immersed in learning, and 
that requires constant access to the facilities, 
technicians and tuition that you need to develop. 
The high contact time here is one of the things 
we’re proudest of, and we won’t compromise on it. 

Over 160 years of creativity
Plymouth College of Art was founded in 1856 

as the first specialist school of art and design 
in the city. Since that time, art colleges all over 
the UK have been created and later absorbed 
by existing universities, but we retained our 
independence, our identity and our ability to 
respond swiftly to emerging trends and artistic 
movements. We’ve occupied a number of sites 
in the city, under a number of different names, 
but the beliefs that hold us together haven’t 
changed. We believe in the transformative value 
of creative education, and access to high-quality 
education for life in contemporary arts practice 
as a catalyst for personal, professional and 
cultural development. 

An international experience
Any history of Plymouth has to include the 

horizon. We are an international art college, 
welcoming students from around the world to 
share ideas and practice, and we encourage 
our students to explore global opportunities 
and horizons. We use our onsite exhibition 
space, The Gallery, to showcase international 
creative artists, and we welcome guest lecturers 
from overseas at every opportunity, as well 
as curating, publishing and exhibiting abroad 
ourselves, and arranging exchange programmes 
with our partners overseas. 

Join us 
Throughout this prospectus, you’ll hear from 

our students, tutors, technicians and graduates, 
many of whom have gone on to blaze their own 
trails in the creative industries. We hope it 
gives you a picture of what life’s like here – the 
space, the city, the people, the facilities, the 
opportunities. And a sense of the ethos that 
drives us – our independence, our intimate 
scale, and our faith in making and thinking. 
Atmosphere is a hard thing to put into words, 
but so many people who come here say the 
same thing: it feels like home. Study here  
and you’ll be choosing somewhere to work  
hard but also to relax, create, enjoy, aspire  
and be yourself.

LIVE MAKE

Creativity doesn’t just happen in the studio, workshop or 
darkroom. It’s a way of life. A lot has changed here since we 
started out over 160 years ago, but this simple equation of 
making and living still shapes everything we do.

DON’T JUST 
MAKE – 

LIVE MAKE
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89.6%
of our full time UK graduates in 2016 are employed
or in further study (DLHE 15.16).

4,000 80INSTITUTIONS
Opportunities to engage with more  
than 80 art and creative industry 

institutions worldwide.

visitors every year to our public gallery, 
which showcases contemporary artists, 

designers and makers.

87%

37%

of creative industry workers are highly resistant to the risk of 
losing their role to automation in future.

THE FACTS

“The 16-19 study programmes incorporate a wide range of 
assignments that allow learners to gain the experience of 
working with external clients. These include film-makers, 
managers at local heritage sites and practising artists.”
Ofsted ‘Further education and skills short inspection report’ 2017

of Plymouth College of Art UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma 
students obtained a Distinction in 2017 – equivalent to 
3 A*s at A-level or 168 UCAS points.

THE FACTS

1,000,000
1 million newly created jobs by 2030: the number forecast by a 2017 

independent report into the UK’s creative industries.

44.8% GROWTH
Since 2010 the value of the creative industries to  
the UK economy has increased by more than a third.

1 IN 11
jobs are within the UK creative economy.

£91.8 BILLION
The value of the UK’s creative industries.

£12 MILLION
invested in facilities for you to make in.

3.04 MILLION
Jobs in the UK creative economy.

THE FACTS

160+ YEARS
Plymouth College of Art is over 160 years old.
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Palace Court spans three floors and offers 
a dedicated space for students to make and 
innovate, where you’ll have access to your own 
creative hub to collaborate on professional 
work with like-minded students – something you 
wouldn’t get in school.

An inspirational environment
Everybody says you feel the energy as soon as 

you walk through the door. And this exciting home 
for young creatives is just around the corner 
from the inspiring surroundings of the Barbican 
Waterfront, only 200 metres away from the sea, 
and just a five minute walk from our Tavistock 
Place campus.

Specialist resources
Palace Court includes access to integrated 

industry-standard digital facilities throughout the 
campus, including specialist curriculum-based 
resources for each course and wi-fi access. As 
well as a social area, Palace Court also houses a 
print room kitted out with facilities for specialist 
printmaking and screenprinting, and a lighting 
studio for photography and film practice.

Modern studio space
Pre-degree students based at Palace Court 

and Palace Studios have access to all the 
industry-standard specialist studios, workshops 
and learning resources at our Tavistock 
Place campus, where our undergraduate and 
postgraduate degree students are based.

Tailor-made creative qualifications
Our diplomas are specialised creative 

qualifications, designed by artists and designers 
for artists and designers. Awarded by University 
of the Arts London (UAL), they are equivalent to 
three full A-Levels and are recognised by UCAS, 
universities throughout the UK, and by creative 
industry employers.

Join us in Palace Court
Palace Court combines a collaborative 

art school and high energy creative learning 
environment with a modern curriculum that 
reflects all the technical and personal skills 
you’ll need to progress in the booming creative 
industries. Join the next generation of leading 
artists, designers and makers.

Search ‘Palace Court Plymouth’ on Google Maps 
for a virtual tour of the campus. 

“The creative industries rely on new blood and the next 
generation of design talent, and where better to find new  
talent than in a dedicated campus for young people who get  
to immerse themselves in their creative studies?”
Katie Greenyer, Creative Director of Pentland Brands, the London-
based fashion group whose labels range from Red or Dead to 
Berghaus, Speedo and Ellesse, officially opening our Palace 
Court campus.
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A THRIVING 
CREATIVE HUB

Filled with over 600m² of specialist studio spaces, workshops 
and tonnes of energy, Palace Court is a whole new campus 
specifically for our range of creative Extended Diplomas and the 
most inspiring place for young people to study in the South West. 

Our new campuses support our 
progressive continuum of creative 
learning and practice in the region
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Explore your creativity in a city bubbling with 
dynamic projects. There’s something special 
about the way that music, art and film blend in 
Plymouth. Contemporary arts venues like KARST 
house innovative contemporary art exhibitions 
and residencies, while DIY spaces like The 
Junction are passionate promoters of both 
unsigned bands and local makers – hosting live 
music and record launches, alongside illustration 
and zine fairs.

Support, critical review and exclusive 
opportunities are available to established and 
emerging artists with membership networks 
such as Visual Arts Plymouth, who are also 
responsible for the annual city-wide exhibition 
Plymouth Art Weekender.

If you’re looking for projects to get involved 
with during your studies here, check out the 
exciting, fresh enterprises springing up around 
the city. Native Makers and Give Up Your Day Job 
are platforms for emerging creatives, running pop-
up markets and workshops for designer-makers, 
while Make at 140 combines a bustling tea room 
with a creative workspace, perfect for grabbing 
a bite while you work. Meanwhile Ocean Studios 
offer collaborative facilities, residencies and 
open-space workshops just waiting for your ideas.

Plymouth’s artistic spirit also shines in the 
Theatre Royal, the largest and best-attended 
regional producing theatre in the UK. As well as 
bringing luminaries such as Matthew Bourne 

and The Royal National Theatre to the South 
West, our relationship with the theatre provides 
opportunities for regular collaborations and 
industry experience – in recent years the venue 
has even hosted our graduation ceremonies.

Plymouth Pavilions draws the biggest names 
in music and comedy, and the whole city gets 
involved with MTV Crashes Plymouth, an annual 
music festival attracting the likes of Clean  
Bandit, Rudimental, Charli XCX and Kodaline –  
to name a few.

So whether you’re looking for inspiration or a 
project to throw yourself into, here you can find 
everything you need to take the next steps in your 
creative journey. We’ve always loved our city, but 
lately there’s an even greater buzz to the place 
than usual. Come and find out for yourself. 

For inspiration and more:

 ˀ barbicantheatre.co.uk 
 ˀ karst.org.uk 
 ˀ madeinplymouth.co.uk

 ˀ makeat140.co.uk 
 ˀ nativemakers.bigcartel.com 
 ˀ oceanstudios.org.uk
 ˀ plymouthdance.org.uk 
 ˀ radiantspace.org.uk 
 ˀ theatreroyal.com

Located on the coast of Devon in the South West of England, 
Plymouth is Britain’s Ocean City. With a beautiful waterfront 
and harbour, plus plenty of stunning surrounding countryside, 
our thriving city offers a wealth of inspiration alongside vibrant 
culture and world-class events to over 35,000 students.

A CITY OF CREATIVITY

Soak up the sun and sound at MTV Crashes Plymouth, 
festival headliners include Rudimental and Jess Glynne
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A CITY  
OF CREATIVITY
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PLYMOUTH:

Make a splash in Tinside Lido, 
Plymouth's famous art deco pool
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5. KARST
“I never know what to expect when I walk 
through the door. It’s the go-to contemporary 
art space for exhibitions that assault all 
of your senses and push the boundaries of 
what you perceive art to be.”  
Sarah Packer, BA (Hons) Photography

 
6. BOSTON TEA PARTY

“The perfect place to chill with your laptop. 
Loads of great dishes, delicious cakes and 
unusual teas in an amazing old building.  
The walls are made from salvaged gym floors!” 
Emily Rose Collins, Foundation Diploma in  
Art & Design

7. DARTMOOR
“Having the moors on my doorstep 
encouraged me to take influence from its 
ever-changing landscape. I was inspired 
by the colour palette of nature, and the 
rawness of the environment broadened my 
style as designer.” 
Tom Donald, BA (Hons) Graphic Design

4

6

7

3

Plymouth sits on the edge of 
Dartmoor, the biggest open space 
in the South of England

FIND YOUR INSPIRATION

1. PORT ELIOT FESTIVAL
“Port Eliot is a dreamy literature and arts 
festival that happens every July, just outside 
Plymouth. I always leave inspired.” 
Katie Beasley, Lecturer, BA (Hons) Fashion

2. THEATRE ROYAL PLYMOUTH 
“From classic Shakespeare to modern plays 
by up-and-coming writers, I’ve found loads of 
things to see at the Theatre Royal. No need 
to trek to London for great theatre! And you 
get money off with your student card.” 
Charley Stanbury, BA (Hons) Costume 
Production & Associated Crafts

3. TINSIDE LIDO
“As soon as it remotely resembles summer, 
I’m down here. It’s an Art Deco lido from  
the 1930s, a bit of an architectural gem,  
and you look out over the sea while you swim.  
It makes me feel like I’m in The Great Gatsby.” 
Alana Harrison, BA (Hons) 3D Design Crafts

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. THE HOE

“If the sun’s out, there’s nowhere better to be 
than the Hoe. You get these incredible views 
out towards Plymouth Sound, and there’s a 
stunning lighthouse.” 
Chris Perks, BA (Hons) 3D Design Crafts

 

FIND YOUR  
    INSPIRATION

1

2
5
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“You’re creating here something that doesn’t exist anywhere else 
in the UK. It’s a historic moment for education in this country.”
Sir Nicholas Serota – Chair of Arts Council England, Director of 
Tate 1988–2017

But the importance of creativity goes deeper than 
that. Creative invention is the magic that human 
societies have relied on for tens of thousands 
of years. Creative people see things differently, 
they make things that didn’t exist before, and 
they know how to tell stories. Creative people 
are able to express ideas and capture things in 
a way that the rest of the world can understand 
and be moved by.

A huge focus of our teaching is about bringing 
out the creativity that’s already inside you, and 
letting it take a unique shape. We’re fascinated 
by the way that a person’s creativity evolves over 
time. Here, we see all our students developing 
a little bit more each day. The idea of creativity 
as a lifelong pursuit inspired us to do something 
radical – we made a school. 

Formally opened in October 2015 by Sir 
Nicholas Serota, Chair of Arts Council England 
and former Director of Tate, The Red House is a 
place where four to 16-year-olds can learn in a 
way that encourages their creativity, and exposes 
them to a life of being awake creatively. Katie 
Greenyer, Creative Director of Pentland Brands, 
the London-based fashion group whose labels 
range from Red or Dead to Berghaus, Speedo 
and Ellesse, opened our dedicated pre-degree 
campus for 16 to 19-year-olds studying creative 
Extended Diplomas in 2016. And in 2017 

Lady Frances Sorrell, co-founder of the Sorrell 
Foundation and Saturday Club Trust, opened 
our dedicated studios for Foundation Diploma 
in Art & Design students. At the other end of 
the spectrum, we encourage skilled crafters 
and experienced artists to carry out their own 
research, offering those who have already 
progressed their creativity the chance to pursue 
new avenues. Our postgraduate programmes 
encourage people to re-skill, break new ground, 
and develop in original directions.

We’re also a founding associate of Tate 
Exchange, an annual programme that brings 
together international artists, over 60 different 
organisations working both within and beyond 
the arts, and the general public. Tate Exchange 
aims to explore the ways in which art has 
become active over the last 60 years, and 
how artists have changed our understanding 
of what art can be and what it can do. All of 
these factors combined have a huge influence 
on the atmosphere here. We’re configuring the 
richest, most diverse ecosystem of materials, 
technologies, processes, practices, artforms, 
industry placements and exchange of ideas at 
any art school in the UK. And that gives us a 
certain kind of energy. We all learn from each 
other. And we all live what we do. 

Palace Studios is home to our Foundation 
Diploma in Art & Design students

MAKING LEARNING

We’re a creative ecosystem, from our school,  
The Red House, to our college and beyond

MAKING
       LEARNING

We meet lots of people with great talent, but who aren’t sure 
whether pursuing a creative path is the right thing to do. We 
don’t like bombarding people with statistics, but the truth 
is that the UK’s creative industries are booming. They’re our 
fastest-growing sector, and account for over 2.9 million jobs.



20 21 DESIGN TO SELL

Our annual Design to Sell event is a collaborative 
project involving students across our full range 
of Extended Diplomas, resulting in a public 
exhibition and pop-up shop where students can 
sell their work and gain invaluable exposure.

This enterprising project gives our students 
the unique opportunity to develop as independent 
designer-makers, creating high-quality, handmade 
products for paying customers. Design to Sell’s 
objective is for students to gain commercial 
savvy, and a deeper understanding of self- 
promotion – contextualising where creativity 
can take you in the real world. This business-
minded approach empowers our students with 
transferable skills they’ll carry far beyond the 
college campus.

An eclectic range of artworks show at Design 
to Sell, including illustration, painting, glasswork, 
metalwork, ceramics, photography, fashion, 

textiles, printmaking, furniture design and  
much more.

Now in its twentieth year, our next wave of 
entrepreneurs will be taught how to refine their 
brand aesthetic and sell to market, with many 
students starting up online stores alongside their 
college studies.

Extended Diploma Art & Design students 
Chloe Roberts and Kirra Drew-Ryeland and 
Graphics, Illustration & Game Arts student Megan 
Roberts have set up a successful shop, Soleil. 
Available at ASOS Marketplace as well as on 
their own website, they sell affordable handmade 
jewellery and t-shirt designs inspired by outdoor 
and festival lifestyles.

soleilstore.com

As the creative industries become increasingly competitive, 
we encourage our students to get a head start envisioning 
themselves as practising professionals. DESIGN 

TO SELL
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Gallery, the National Marine Aquarium, Dingles 
vintage fairground, and even the beach!

Summer shows
Our annual summer shows see the college’s 

campuses transform into big, public exhibition 
spaces – completely open for friends, family, 
industry partners, and members of the public to 
discover. Exhibiting work in photography, fashion, 
fine art, illustration and more, across different 
levels of study, the various exhibitions and events 
are a great opportunity to get your work seen, 
make key industry connections, and learn skills 
in exhibiting. You’ll also have the opportunity to 
explore the innovative work of our undergraduate 
and postgraduate students.

External projects
In addition to visiting galleries and national 

art and design shows, our students get involved 
in external projects with our industry partners 
to gain a range of skills that you won’t find in 
a school classroom. Previous projects include 
our television and film students making video 
instruction manuals for independent board game 
publisher Grublin Games, Foundation Diploma 

students providing community-focused print 
workshops at Union Corner, with fashion students 
showing off their merchandising skills as part 
of Plymouth’s Fashion in the City event. Our 
students have also worked with the former head 
of Nickelodeon UK to develop films with young 
people, and on live briefs for the Devon Wildlife 
Trust, Innovate UK, and the UN Orange Label 
Project. Additionally, our students have been 
involved in many local events including Knee 
Deep festival, where they created installations 
and a zine for the festival, as well as entering 
teams in HackFest as part of Venturefest South 
West, creating product prototypes that respond to 
the issues of the future with Fab Lab Plymouth. 
These projects give our students valuable 
experience working in the creative industries and 
prepare them for future challenges they might 
face in the workplace.

Creating tomorrow’s designers
HackFest is a county-wide project engaging 

young people aged 13 to 19, across Devon, in 
digital making, 3D design and coding activities to 
create product prototypes that will solve societal 
issues of the future. The project is truly unique 
as it uses a design-led, multi-disciplinary method 
to empower young people, as makers and 
influencers, to think creatively and laterally about 
problems they face, proposing viable solutions 
through product and service design. Using a 
STEAM-based approach (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Maths), HackFest enables 
young people to develop and explore new skills  
in a wide range of curriculum areas through 
design and innovation, helping to support 
progression pathways and nurturing the workforce 
of the future.

“It’s not just about passing a qualification…it’s about everything 
that makes students formidable, creative individuals, who can 
walk in and tell a panel of people why they should have that job 
or university place.”  
– Matias Shortcook, Associate Dean Pre-Degree

Our students took an enlightening and moving 
trip to Auschwitz, Germany

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

Art college education is about more than learning  
techniques and processes – it’s also about ideas, 
inspiration, industry, and getting out there. Join 
us and you’ll find yourself out of the classroom a 
lot more than you might expect.

National exhibitions
Our students are surrounded by creativity both 

on and off campus through a busy timetable of 
trips and plenty of opportunity to explore. We visit 
national galleries, exhibitions and industry shows 
across the UK to keep up-to-date with the latest 
trends in art and design. Recently our Extended 
Diploma Art & Design: Photography students 
had the opportunity to do just that with a trip to 
Birmingham’s NEC Arena for the Photography 
Show – seeing for themselves what it’s like to 
exhibit in an internationally-renowned event. 
Students were also inspired by John Akomfrah’s 
‘Vertigo Sea’ at Bristol Arnolfini.

International trips
One of the benefits of studying with us is 

that you’ll be part of a creative community with 

international horizons. Our diploma students 
visited Berlin and New York to see exhibitions 
and study cultural heritage as part of their 
Character Project, while others travelled to 
Cyprus and Slovakia for a fully-funded and 
accredited Erasmus placement – immersing 
themselves in the culture and traditional skills 
of the region. Without even having to leave 
the college, our Fab Lab – a digital fabrication 
laboratory based in our Tavistock Place campus 
– connects you with hundreds of makers at Fab 
Labs across the globe, including in Barcelona, 
Paris, and Amsterdam.

Local culture
The South West is a real hub of creativity 

– with Plymouth firmly at the heart of it. Our 
students have plenty of opportunities to immerse 
themselves in our beautiful city’s extensive 
creative scene and we have good links with its 
many contemporary art spaces and creative 
companies. You’ll soak up ideas about innovation 
and aesthetics at beautiful sites such as Mount 
Edgcumbe House, Plymouth City Museum and Art 

CULTURAL 
EXPERIENCES
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24 25 AFTER PRE-DEGREE

ANDY FORD
Studied: Foundation Diploma  
in Art and Design
When: 2010–2011
Progression: BA (Hons) Photography at 
Plymouth College of Art

Andy Ford, after working as a chef, joined the 
college as a mature student, aged 30. From his 
Foundation Diploma the college supported him 
to progress onto our BA (Hons) Photography 
programme, and it was during these three years 
that he got his big break shooting Biffy Clyro for 
the cover of the NME. He now works full-time as 
a freelance photographer, travelling the globe 
shooting festivals such as Glastonbury and 
Download and artists including Mark Ronson, 
Charli XCX and Royal Blood for magazines.  

“Being at college gives you great 
opportunities – people are always thinking of 
projects they’d like to do. And studying here 
changes the way you think about your work. 
It gives you a framework to really focus on 
something and push yourself.”

For more on our photography route, see page 57. 

SAIMA ABDUL RAHMAN
Studied: Extended Diploma Art & Design 
(Fashion & Textiles)
When: 2013–2015
Progression: BA (Hons) Printed Textile Design & 
Surface Pattern at Plymouth College of Art

Saima Abdul Rahman never considered the 
possibility of studying at an art college until 
she explored our campus at an Open Day. She 
was nervous about not having an art and 
design background, but a few weeks later she 
was sitting in an interview for our Extended 
Diploma Art & Design (Fashion & Textiles). Her 
journey with us saw her graduate from our 
pre-degree course and move straight onto our 
BA (Hons) Printed Textile Design & Surface 
Pattern programme. Now in her fifth year with 
the college, she has worked on a range of client 
briefs, including the design of a cycling jersey 
for Rockets & Rascals. She’s also networked at 
renowned trade shows like Maison&Objet Paris 
and successfully completed a work placement 
in Romania, creating traditional textiles and 
exploring the local culture. Saima is now 
developing her graduate collection with the aim of 
becoming a fashion textile designer and starting 
her own business when she graduates.

“I was amazed by the facilities and how 
friendly the staff were, and I met some 
amazing friends who I am still in touch with 
now. Throughout the course I felt challenged 
and driven, and I developed a passion for 
textiles which led me to progress onto the 
Printed Textiles & Surface Pattern degree.”

For more on our fashion & textiles route, see 
page 54. 

Biffy Clyro for NME by award-winning BA (Hons) 
Photography graduate Andy Ford

Cycling jersey design by Saima Abdul Rahman

AFTER PRE-DEGREE

During your time with us you’ll notice that we focus lots of our 
time and energy on one key theme – what’s next?

From the lectures and creative classes to the 
live briefs and placements, we ensure that all 
our students are fully supported and prepared 
for the next stage of their creative journey.

For many of our students, we encourage them 
to continue in education and to progress onto 
degree study.

That’s because we passionately believe in 
the power of a good education and understand 
how crucial it can be in equipping our students 
to become the next generation of leading 
filmmakers, fashion designers, photographers  
or fine artists.

Many of our students are so impressed  
with the energy and atmosphere here that 
they choose to continue studying with us after 
pre-degree – securing places on the range of 
prestigious BA (Hons) degree programmes we 
offer at the college.

Some students go on to explore options 
elsewhere, securing places at other esteemed 
universities across the UK including University 
College London (UCL) and the University of 
Cambridge, and at specialist arts institutions 
such as Goldsmiths, Central St Martins and the 
Glasgow School of Art.

And others, with our support and expert 
guidance, decide to go straight into the world of 
work and the UK’s booming creative industries 
after completing their pre-degree studies with us. 
Whichever option is best for you, we will tailor 
our teaching and your learning to ensure that you 
gain the skills, experience and qualifications you 
need to make the progression that’s best for your 
creative adventure.

AFTER  
PRE-DEGREE
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Johnny Smeaton
Lecturer in Graphics, Illustration & Game Arts 

A digital specialist and self-confessed nerd, 
Johnny is driven by a desire to narrow the 
distinction between science and the arts. A 
BSc in Digital Art & Technology and a career 
as a web programmer have led to his interest 
in data and generative art – using code as a 
paintbrush – and in computer games, both 
as products of design and as learning tools. 
Always with one ear to the ground, he enjoys 
problem-solving indie games and discussing 
cutting-edge technological developments.

“I love that our students are encouraged 
to explore and not to play it safe. When 
things go wrong here it’s an opportunity 
to learn rather than a failure, and that 
makes for progressive and exciting ideas. 
Having learnt from my time in industry 
and my creative practice, I’m an advocate 
of collaboration and flexibility, so seeing 
groups click creatively and develop 
professionally is a real joy. It’s great to see 
the widespread adoption of contemporary 
communication technology and online tools 
at the college too. There’s an exhilarating 
energy about the place.”

For more on our graphics, illustration & game 
arts route, see page 56.

Julia Stean
Subject Leader, Fashion

After graduating with a First Class Honours 
in Creative Arts, Julia developed mixed media 
textile installations which she exhibited 
nationally. Following support from the Prince’s 
Trust, Julia worked as an independent designer-
maker creating homeware products which were 
sold nationally. Julia has now been teaching 
for around 17 years, 12 of these as a subject 
leader on the Fashion & Textiles route of our UAL 
Extended Diploma Art & Design. Her specialisms 
focus on contextual studies, fashion promotion, 
and styling. 

“Palace Court, our pre-degree campus, is 
a place where you can be yourself – an 
individual. Everyone is incredibly friendly and 
makes you feel at home. Being surrounded by 
creativity every day is one of the best parts 
of working here, everyone is on an exciting 
journey to find their skills and be successful. 
There are so many new things to try and so 
many opportunities.”

For more on our fashion & textiles route, see 
page 54.

Madalaine Blyth
Curriculum Manager for Art

Inspired by street style and runway couture, 
Madalaine’s degree in fashion paved the way for 
her own fashion illustration business, freelance 
projects, and private commissions, as well as 
her career in education. Published in urban 
Australian magazines and online zines, her work 
focuses on rendering textures and fabrics in 
lifelike forms. Since relocating to Plymouth from 
Sydney, Australia – via Brick Lane, London – she 
takes time out from her teaching and digital 
design work by drawing creatively.

“There’s a whole community and culture 
of learning here...you can just walk into a 
different studio and your whole direction may 
change – in a really fantastic way. You never 
know what’s going to be around the next 
corner – you might get a fresh perspective, 
or a new idea could crop up, or you’ll 
understand a mistake that you haven’t been 
able to resolve. Sometimes it’s completely 
unexpected, and that’s what’s so fun  
about it.”

 madalaine_blyth

YOU MIGHT MEET

Matias Shortcook
Associate Dean Pre-Degree

With a passion for performance practice, 
Matias holds an MA Fine Art – specialising in 
sculpture and photography – and has worked 
in Further Education colleges across the UK, 
teaching photography and contemporary fine art. 
Interested in gender identity and post-colonialism, 
he’s also a Senior External Moderator for the 
University of the Arts London (UAL), working 
with other institutions to develop contemporary 
creative curriculums.

“Our courses are amazing and we believe 
they’re the best qualifications for students 
in the creative arts, full stop, absolutely, 
definitively and we’re one of the only places 
you can study them in the South West. 
Everything about the curriculum here is 
about how each student creates their own 
individual place, not how they fit into what 
we’re doing.”

 Find Matias on LinkedIn

YOU MIGHT MEET...
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When did it all start for you?
It all started when I got a camera for my 9th 
birthday and filmed some random things with 
my friends. It was from that point I realised I 
could make videos and tell stories and it just 
snowballed from there. I started making films 
every day; every time I had the opportunity 
to make something I would. I’d put them on 
YouTube and at the beginning they didn’t really go 
anywhere – at that point I was just excited to get 
10 views! Eventually I made a new channel talking 
about my personal life, which had an amazing 
reaction. My first video shot up to 100,000 views 
pretty quickly because an LGBT blog shared it. I 
then made a video with my partner Mike which 
went, on a certain level, viral and now it’s just 
past a million views. Now I’ve got the platform 
and the audience, I’m kind of redirecting the 
attention over to what I’m passionate about, 
telling stories and making movies.

What made you want to put videos of 
yourself out there?

I love sharing, but it was also therapeutic 
because at the time I hadn’t come out to my 
parents or friends, so I developed this online 
personality to help with that. I tried to develop 
my identity as much as I could. I wanted to talk 
about my situation and encourage others to do 
the same.

What made you decide to study here rather 
than at a regular sixth form college?

My dream was to go to film school and I liked 
to do my own thing, like teaching myself five 
different programming languages, so when I had 

the opportunity to do what I wanted, I came to 
Plymouth College of Art. It was one of the best 
decisions I ever made because I met people who 
were like-minded. I had spent my whole school 
life making people act in my films and this was 
the first time where I was meeting people who 
actually wanted to be in them and had the same 
passions as me, so it was really great.

A lot of the students say the student and 
staff relationship is really good here, did you 
experience that?

Completely, my lecturers were one of the 
highlights of my time on the course, they made 
me feel comfortable in expressing myself and 
in being creative. There was never a boring day, 
there was always something going on that was 
interesting. There was no grouping or cliques, 
we were just all one big class doing what we 
love together.

You went on national TV, how did that feel?
It was definitely an experience! I think it’s 
something that I learnt from – the experience as 
a filmmaker to say I’ve been part of a Channel 
4 documentary and being able to see what 
happens behind the scenes is brilliant. I was 
asking the director so many questions, but I 
wanted to know how it worked. There’s no better 
work experience than doing it and throwing 
yourself into the deep end. It was exciting to be 
a part of something like that.

Extended Diploma Art & Design (Film, Animation & Media 
Production) graduate Jamie Pine is also a prolific YouTuber.  
He’s been the focus of a Channel 4 documentary, founded his 
own magazine and has over 100,000 subscribers tuning into  
his videos every day. We sat down for a chat… 

MAKING IT 
ONLINE:   

Jamie Pine
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Jamie Pine, Extended Diploma in 
Art & Design (Film, Animation 
& Media Production) graduateMAKING IT ONLINE

What’s it like having such a large following 
of fans?

It’s exciting. I feel very grateful knowing that 
people are interested in me and want to devote 
a part of their day to engaging with my content. 
It’s a massive privilege that I try not to take 
for granted. People often ask me how they can 
become a YouTuber. There’s no definitive answer 
to that question, really you’ve just got to put 
yourself out there and hope for the best. That’s 
what I did. I kept trying and I didn’t stop, and that 
was the most important thing – that I didn’t give 
up. I was adamant about doing this, regardless 
of how many views my videos were getting, it’s 
about perseverance and motivation. You’ve just 
got to want it.

So there is the business side to being a 
YouTuber. Were there any skills you picked 
up here that helped with that?

Yes definitely, things like understanding how 
to engage with your audience and tell a story 
through the moving image. The big thing that 
was encouraged on the course was experience, 
so rather than just making one or two films in 
the time we were there, we were encouraged to 
make one or two films a week. Practice is the 
key to being good at something. You can know 
all the theory, but if you don’t put that theory 
into practice you will never know how to apply 
it. Every day I came in we were doing something 
new, and I gained so much from that.

How did YouTube become the main platform 
for your work?

It wasn’t an overnight thing. It takes a long time 
to grow a channel from scratch and there’s no 
point when you decide this is going to be your 
full time job – it just happens! You really have 
to put the hours in, and I think when you feel 
enough passion for it and you feel that it is 
working for you and you enjoy it – because it’s 
not for everyone – then that is the time.

What do you think of the college?
Everyone here is really creative and talented, 
so there is always someone who is good at 
something that you aren’t as up to scratch with, 
someone who you can work with – it’s a huge 
network of talented creative people. The college 
always aims to get in the latest equipment and 
all the industry standard kit you could need, 
which means when you leave you already know 
the equipment you’ll be working with inside out, 
whether you decide to go freelance or work for a 
film studio. It’s a good vibe and I definitely like it 
here – enough to stay for six years!

What advice would you give students who 
want to go down a similar path?

Firstly, you’ve got to want it bad enough. YouTube 
sounds easy but it’s not only a full time job, you 
are your job. Everything about you and your life 
is YouTube, you live and breathe it. Secondly, 
you can be creative and you can make the right 
videos, but if you don’t commit to it you’ll lose 
your audience. It’s very difficult to evolve, it’s a 
fast-moving platform and interests and fanbases 
change quickly because the majority of the 
people that watch YouTube are quite young, and 
as they grow up you have to evolve your content. 
I definitely think that if you put the work in and 
you’re determined then at some point someone 
will notice.

 jamiepine
  jamie_pine
Find Jamie on imdb.com

For more on our film, animation & media 
production route see page 55.

“Amazing resources, a great atmosphere, an incredible 
environment and supportive peers – it was a logical decision  
for me to stay.”
Jamie Pine, Extended Diploma Art & Design (Film, Animation and 
Media Production)
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What made you decide to study at Plymouth 
College of Art rather than at a regular sixth 
form college?

I knew from a young age that staying on at the 
local sixth form wasn't for me. When I was 11 
I started at the college’s Saturday Arts Club 
and it was there that I discovered my passion 
for textiles and design. I got to the point where 
I felt I had outgrown school, and didn’t want to 
study something that wouldn't further my future. 
So I decided to apply for the Extended Diploma, 
which was the best decision I could have made. 
I don’t think my school’s sixth form would have 
given me the quality of portfolio that I needed to 
get into university. 

Were there any skills you picked up here that 
helped with the creation of your collections?

I would definitely say print as it’s a large 
part of my design process and my first print 
experimentation was at the college. Before 
that I thought everything was digital, but the 

college teaches you both traditional and digital 
techniques and I found screen printing really fun. 
I also learnt most of my pattern cutting on the 
Extended Diploma – these skills furthered me 
in my degree as many of my university friends 
hadn't done screen printing, dyeing fabrics 
or pattern cutting before. It gave me a good 
advantage as I was able to spend more time 
adapting and honing my own style.

What do you think of the college?
Well the facilities are amazing! The support I 
received definitely helped me get onto my degree, 
as my portfolio was perfect and I was offered a 
university place straight away. 

You collaborated with BEAM shoes, can you 
tell us about that?

In my third year I really wanted some shoes to 
go with my graduate collection. I came across 
BEAM, who make light-up trainers, and reached 
out. We decided to work together on some ideas. 

Billie Jacobina’s “extreme, but wearable” aesthetic has 
garnered huge support from the likes of VOGUE, Fashion Scout 
and Graduate Fashion Week, securing her a British Council 
residency and a collaboration with BEAM shoes. We sat down 
for a chat with the Extended Diploma Art & Design (Fashion  
& Textiles) graduate to find out how the college prepared her 
for industry success.

Billie’s trademark style at her SS18 show with 
shades of pink, metallics & plenty of sass

CAKE-INSPIRED 
PRINTS AND

BESPOKE  
KICKS 

with 
Billie Jacobina
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billiejacobina.com
  billiejacobina
  billiejacobina
  billie.jacobina

For more on our fashion & textiles 
route see page 54.

Billie Jacobina, Extended 
Diploma in Art & Design 
(Fashion & Textiles) graduate

Billie with her models on the 
press carpet for her AW17 show

BILLIE JACOBINA

I designed a few pairs and they produced them 
to go with my collection which appeared on the 
catwalk at Graduate Fashion Week, so I have 
some great one-off pieces.

Tell us about your SS18 collection and your 
inspiration behind it.

The collection is based on a job I had in a bakery. 
I’m the worst morning person but I love being 
creative in the evenings – which was a huge 
problem, as I was getting up at 5am for work and 
going to bed at 3am! While I was working there all 
this amazing stuff was happening with my fashion 
brand, so I felt like I had this weird double life. 
The experience inspired me to take all the colours 
and sweetness from the cakes and pastries and 
transform them into prints and garment shapes. 
Inspiration can come from anywhere!

You’ve shown several of your collections at 
London Fashion Week where blogger and 
BA (Hons) Fashion graduate Stefani Nurding 
modelled for you.

Yes, for my shows I wanted bloggers and 
influencers to model my pieces, and got in touch 
with Stefani through a mutual friend. Although we 
had studied at Plymouth College of Art, we were 
a few years apart – but when we met up we got 
on really well. She’s been supportive and is a 
major influence for young girls in skateboarding 
and the fashion industry. She modelled again for 
my AW18 show last month. Fashion week is the 
biggest part of any designer's year, and to be on 
my third season at 22-years-old is crazy. 

Your latest collection was inspired by your 
residency in Jakarta.

I won the British Council’s Residency Award and 
had the opportunity to work in Jakarta for three 

months with designer ‘LEKAT’. The resulting 
collection was then shown at both Jakarta and 
London Fashion Week. I found inspiration for 
my autumn/winter collection from my time on 
the residency visiting Jakarta, Baduy, Sumba 
and Bali. I took the colours and patterns that I 
saw in the villages and temples and translated 
them into abstract brushstrokes and splattered 
paint marks to create patterns for my fabrics. 
The resulting collection was unisex and featured 
garments like an embroidered pink corduroy suit 
and faux fur mules. 

What’s next for you?
Hopefully putting my designs into production 
– we’re really close to getting there! I think my 
designs would do well in Asia, so I’d like to be 
selling my collections there.

What advice would you give students who 
are about to start our Extended Diploma in 
Fashion & Textiles?

Don't forget your pattern master, it’s basically a 
ruler for fashion designers and is a must-have! 
Be really organised by keeping things in files 
and making lots of notes. I referred to my old 
patterns when I was at university – luckily all my 
notetaking meant they still made sense! 

Apply for lots of jobs, competitions and work 
experience during your studies and when you 
graduate. It's a good way to get your name out 
there, and people will start to recognise you. 
I would also say research what you want to 
do with your brand and keep your eye on what 
other designers are doing. Make sure you are 
networking because a supportive environment is 
really essential when developing your collections. 

“She has quickly risen through the ranks to become one of the 
most exciting designers at London Fashion Week.”  
Fashion Scout
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What does an art college like this offer young 
people that schools and sixth forms can’t?

It offers a completely different environment 
than school. I’d say we’re much more focused 
on our students’ personal development and 
personal growth, rather than just fulfilling an 
exam. Also the teaching staff are all still active 
practitioners, people who are actually working 
in industry who have contemporary experience. 
We also have a more flexible curriculum than 
schools, which means we’re able to respond 
to each individual learner’s needs, as well as 
to changes in industry. This gives students the 
time and opportunity to grow into themselves, 
to develop their practice, and it means that 
when they come to finish their course they’re 
not going to have knowledge of something 
that is actually 25 years old and out of date. 
Fundamentally our students are much better 
equipped to go to university and into industry 
than someone from sixth form.

How do the students gain industry skills  
and experience?

On top of our normal, day-to-day teaching, we 
use our industry contacts to set our students 
real live briefs to work on. From working on a 
viral marketing campaign for the National Marine 
Aquarium to making music videos for Bristol label 
Prima Rosa Records and creating a multimedia 
‘How To Play’ guide for independent board game 
publisher Grublin Games, our students meet 
professional members of industry and, working in 
teams, set out to solve problems.

How do the students respond to live briefs 
and how do they benefit?

In the short-term, they love it. They understand 
it. They love working together. In the long-run, 

not only do students have the skills they’ve 
gained, but when they come to put together 
their show-reel and build their CV, they’re able 
to use the 50-odd films they’ve made. It’s about 
the development of their portfolio and the 
understanding of how to work in a team. This is 
a media course and we’ve got media students. 
They’ve got to learn to make quick decisions, 
they’ve got to learn to work together, and 
they’ve got to learn to come up with solutions to 
multiple different technical problems that they 
will encounter. As long as they can get regular 
experience working in that kind of environment, 
then it makes them ready for the world – it makes 
them ready to work in a studio, and it makes 
them ready to go on to an undergraduate degree. 
It actually makes them better degree students. 
Live briefs allow our students to understand how 
they should be working in the real world – rather 
than us just talking about it theoretically. And our 
students get great grades, land top university 
places and work in industry.

And how important is the college’s 
independence?

I think the college’s independence is essential.  
It’s not just a badge – because we’re one of the 
few remaining independent colleges – but it actu-
ally means something. We can maintain flexibility 
in what we deliver and we can ensure that we 
stay at the head of practice, at the head of re-
search and teaching. And that means we can do 
really exciting and interesting things that maybe 
we wouldn’t be able to do if we were prescribed 
or delivering someone else’s pre-set ideas.

For more on our film, animation & media 
production route, see page 55.

“We offer a completely different environment to school. We are 
much more focused on our students’ personal growth than just 
fulfilling an exam.”
Neil Rose, Lecturer, Extended Diploma Art & Design  
(Film, Animation & Media Production)

ARTISTS AS 

TEACHERS

Alongside his solo practice as a sonic artist and his collaborative  
exhibitions, Neil Rose is a lecturer on the film, animation & 
media production route of our Extended Diploma Art & Design. 
We sat down for a coffee with Neil to hear about the live briefs 
students work on with industry partners, and what sets us 
apart from school and sixth form. 
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When did it all start for you?
It started with riding bikes. When I was younger 
it was all I wanted to do with my time. I was so 
excited by what my friends and I were doing that 
I felt the need to document everything going 
on around me. So I bought a camera. As my 
photography improved I began submitting images 
to magazines. I eventually had some printed. 
Through building up a relationship with magazine 
staffers I went on to land a job working for a 
publishing company specialising in action sports. 
My first role was as a scanner and tea boy. From 
there I worked my way up through the positions 
of Contributing Photographer, Staff Photographer, 
Assistant Editor, and then Editor. 

Working with Ride BMX, I was paid to travel 
the world, as well as all the corners of the UK. 
I’ve worked on photographic assignments across 

Europe and in Australia, Africa, America, Mexico, 
and Canada. After four years in the editor’s chair, 
myself and three good friends launched our own 
title, The Albion.

What have been your career highlights  
so far?

I’ve lived my dream career: travelling the world 
with a bike and a camera while hanging out with 
my childhood heroes. My very first assignment as 
a professional photographer was to document a 
BMX team trip around Scandinavia in Metallica’s 
old tour bus. We’d ride, shoot and party until the 
early hours before climbing back aboard the bus 
to do it all over again in a new town the next day. 
That trip set the precedent for the next 15 years 
of my life.

We sat down for a chat at Rockets & Rascals with photographer 
Steve Bancroft, former editor of internationally renowned action 
sports magazine Ride BMX and now lecturer on the photography 
route of our Extended Diploma Art & Design. With over 1200 
pages of printed photographic work, including 36 front covers, 
Steve went from studying Photomedia here at Plymouth College 
of Art, to travelling the world taking photos and writing, and 
his professional experience in the world of action sports 
photography has inspired a passionate approach to teaching. 

Steve 
Bancroft

EXTREME 
SPORTS  
 
 
 

& EDITORIALS:
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Where did you pick up the skills to be a 
photographer?

I taught myself the basics through trial and 
error, comparing my results to those printed in 
magazines. Keen to improve further and learn 
more about the world of magazines, I enrolled 
on a Photomedia qualification at Plymouth 
College of Art. Around that time I was fortunate 
enough to befriend a professional action sports 
photographer. Back then he was single-handedly 
trying to cover the whole UK BMX scene. He 
worked for a magazine and so had all his film 
and petrol paid for him. I rode shotgun in his car 
and on his coattails. We’d travel around riding 
bikes and meeting new people. He’d slip my films 
through the photo lab with his, and it was thanks 
to him that my work was first seen by senior 
magazine staff.

What's your favourite bit of kit?
A 15mm Canon Fisheye lens; by far the most 
heavily sessioned piece of kit in my camera bag. 
When used in close proximity to a moving subject 
that lens offers a kind of distortion that never 
gets old.

How do you think your career in publishing 
influences your teaching?

I’m well versed in getting people to work to high 
standards and tight deadlines. And, through many  
years’ experience of commissioning photographic 
work from aspiring young photographers, I’d like to  
think there are a few tips I can pass on to help 
our students kick-start a dream career of their own.

What inspired you to get into teaching?
Producing quality media content is often about 
access. As a magazine editor, much of my time 
was spent trying to coax print-worthy images 
from individuals who weren’t necessarily strong 
photographers, but who had unprecedented 
access to progressive subject matter. Much of 
my role was that of a mentor. When I stopped 
working in publishing I found that role of nurturing 
inexperienced photographers one that I missed 
the most. Plymouth College of Art is where my 
adventures in photography began, so it felt only 
right that my adventures in teaching start here 
too. I love the South West. I love being outside. 
The South West is an awesome place to be 
outside in.

What is the best thing about working here?
Access to all the studio facilities and the kit in 
the stores is a right treat. That and being part of 
such a positive and progressive learning culture.

One piece of advice you'd offer to students 
looking to become photographers?

Learn the rules thoroughly so you can break 
them spectacularly. 

stevebancroft.co.uk

For details on our photography route see page 57.

“My one piece of advice? Learn the rules thoroughly so you can 
break them spectacularly.”  
Steve Bancroft, Lecturer, Extended Diploma Art & Design 
(Photography)
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“It was a place where you were free to explore ideas and execute them, whether that was in the 
studios, the darkroom or out on Dartmoor. There was a very relaxing and calming atmosphere, 
being by the sea, but there was still a large social scene – I met a diverse range of friends, some 
of which I’m still very close to now, after almost 25 years!”

SUKI DHANDA
Suki is a freelance photographer, regularly 

commissioned by The Observer and The 
Guardian. With a focus on direct and fresh 
portraiture, she’s shot a spectrum of high-profile 
figures, from Jude Law and Beth Ditto to Tony 
Blair and Nick Clegg.

“Entering a creative environment where I had space to work and all the equipment I could possibly 
need was amazing, I was so spoilt. The college embraced ways of learning that moved away from 
the strict structure I’d experienced at school. I had the freedom to explore areas and approaches 
that interested me, and it gave me the building blocks of where I am today. It’s such a stimulating 
environment to learn in – I highly recommend it.”

Freelance Photographer 
Graduated: 2003 
Studied: ND Photography
alexsainsbury.com

ALEX SAINSBURY
Alex Sainsbury is a portrait photographer 

commissioned regularly by magazines like Dazed, 
Wonderland, i-D and Interview. With a focus on 
striking, stripped back portraiture of musicians 
and style icons including Sky Ferreira, Michael 
Jackson and Lindsay Lohan, he’s also shot for 
a variety of high-profile fashion houses, from 
Diesel and Claire Barrow X Matches to Jonathan 
Saunders and Topshop.

Freelance Photographer
Graduated: 1991
Studied: BTEC Higher ND Photography
sukidhanda.com

 sukidhanda
 sukidhanda

ZOWIE BROACH
Zowie is Head of Fashion at the Royal 

College of Art and has previously taught at 
Parsons School of Design, New York. She’s also 
co-founder of independent fashion label and 
design house BOUDICCA, whose pieces have 
been exhibited in the V&A Museum and the Art 
Institute of Chicago. In 2014 she returned to 
the college for an exhibition of BOUDICCA’s work 
called ‘Move’ in The Gallery.

“Being at the college allowed me to be myself. It ran a series of ideas through my system and 
asked me to question them. I learned so much in my time there, but it’s only in retrospect that I 
realise how powerful that year really was for me. It gave me a freedom that no other course has 
given me. It was a truly experimental existence for one year.”

Designer & Co-Founder of BOUDICCA
Head of Fashion at the Royal College of Art 
Graduated: 1985
Studied: Foundation in Art & Design
platform13.com

 boudiccaword

“The college had such a warm atmosphere of enthusiasm and encouragement. It buzzed with 
creativity and the studio spaces were big and free, with the right expertise always on hand to 
assist. I loved being in a different location where I could feel free to focus purely on photography, 
and the course struck the right balance – it didn’t put me off pursuing a career in photography but 
showed me how glorious the results of hard work can be.”

TOM OLDHAM
Tom is a portrait photographer, a Hasselblad 

Ambassador and the official photographer for 
Riders for Health. He’s worked with charities like 
War Child, and has taken portraits of Gilbert and 
George, Florence Welch, Nick Cave, M.I.A., Sir 
Richard Branson and Grimes, to name just a few.

Freelance Photographer, Hasselblad Ambassador  
Graduated: 1994  
Studied: ND Photography
www.tomoldham.com

 tommyophoto
 tommyophoto

   LOOKING     BACK
LOOKING BACK
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What qualifications will I get?
We offer Extended Diplomas, awarded by 

University of the Arts London (UAL). If you’re 
interested in art, design and media, Extended 
Diplomas are a great alternative to A-levels and 
other qualifications.

What’s so great about Extended Diplomas?
A-levels don’t suit everybody. Extended 

Diplomas give you hands-on experience in an art 
school environment, where you’re surrounded by 
other creative people. And there are things about 
UAL Extended Diplomas, in particular, that are in 
keeping with our art school ethos and make them 
a great preparation for further study.

Most art, design and media courses grade 
students unit by unit. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re taking the unit as the first thing you study, 
or at the end of two years – you’re assessed at 
the same level.

Extended Diplomas give you time to build up 
your creative skill set. You’ll get regular feedback 
throughout your studies but it’s only at the end of 
the year, for your own self-designed project, that 
your final grade is awarded. That means you have 
more opportunities to try things out and find out 
about yourself – what you’re really interested in, 
and where your strengths are.

As an independent specialist art college, 
studying UAL Extended Diplomas at Plymouth 
College of Art also means that you can:

• tailor your studies to reflect the latest 
developments in art design and media.

• build up your skills and knowledge, gaining 
confidence.

• develop a great portfolio that you can take 
into higher education or employment.

What can I do with an Extended Diploma?
Extended Diplomas are equivalent to three 

A-levels. The difference is that they’re tailor-made 
for creative subjects and designed by creative 
professionals. They’re recognised by UCAS, and 
supported by all the main arts universities in 
the country. So whether you choose to go on 
to study an art and design subject at degree 
level, or go straight into working in the creative 
industries, Extended Diplomas give you what you 
need to succeed. 

As part of our creative continuum, and as a 
reflection of their potential, we guarantee our 
Foundation Diploma and Extended Diploma 
students a place on one of our BA (Hons) 
programmes if they achieve a Pass (Foundation 
Diploma) or a Merit or higher (Extended Diploma) 
in their final assessment and meet any additional 
entry criteria.

“I can use kit I could only have dreamed about getting my hands 
on at school. If a more practical, hands-on learning experience 
is better for you, just go for it.”
Caitlin Pyne, Extended Diploma Art & Design (Film, Animation & 
Media Production)

IT’S YOUR CHOICE

School or art college – which is best for you? 
Studying with us is very different from staying 
on at school or going to a general college of 
further education. With us, you’ll be part of 
a creative community, surrounded by other 
creative students.

And if making is your thing, we provide one of 
the best environments in the country. We’re the 
only art school with a building dedicated to pre-
degree study and you’ll have access to amazing 
specialist art, design and media facilities.

You’ll be taught by practising artists who are 
experts in their creative fields.
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technicians who are highly skilled in a wide range 
of 2D, 3D and 4D (time-based) techniques.

Our students have plenty of opportunities to 
take part in external activities. We encourage 
involvement in higher education and employment 
progression events as well as numeracy and 
literacy rich creative competitions, such as 
ARTiculation – a national public speaking 
competition – and the Creative Conscience 
awards, which focus on social interaction and 
positive change. 

Study trips give you some great cultural 
experiences nationally and internationally – 
previous exhibition and gallery visits have 
included London, Berlin and New York. You’ll also 
benefit from regular contact from visiting artists, 
designers, media practitioners and thinkers to 
provide insight into working life.

Throughout the two years you will develop a 
professional portfolio, readying you for your next 
steps in further study or employment.

What will I be doing?
From the outset, you will be supported in 

developing your individual creative voice. Working 
in a dynamic, professionally equipped art college, 
you’ll be supported by expert makers as part of a 
vibrant student community.

The first year gives you a broad introduction 
to the creative industries, and you’ll experiment 
across a range of media and materials to shape, 
test and develop your ideas, expanding your 
creative and critical thinking. Working towards 
the same brief, you will experience a series 
of industry-relevant and conceptual projects, 
collaborating with students from other specialist 
subject areas to create unique and exciting work. 

The second year has a professional focus, 
with an emphasis on preparation for degree-
level study or working in the creative industries. 
Developing your creative autonomy and 
independence, you will write your own briefs 
guided by experienced staff who will also help you 
navigate professional spaces – reducing the gap 
between school and the studio.

Where will this take me?
Many of our students go on to undergraduate 

programmes such as those offered at our own 
undergraduate campus – options ranging from 
Fine Art to 3D Design Crafts, Game Arts to Textile 
Practices, and more. Others take the transferable 
skills they’ve developed with us and go straight 
into employment or apprenticeships in the 
creative sector. As well as the ongoing advice, 
guidance and support you’ll receive from your 
course team, our dedicated staff will help you 
make the right decisions for your future.

What qualifications will I get?
You will receive a UAL Level 3 Extended 

Diploma in Art & Design when you successfully 
complete the course – equivalent to three full 
A-levels, or a maximum of 168 UCAS points – 
giving you opportunities to study at degree level.

Depending on which specialist direction you 
choose, by the end of the course you will be 
ready for degree-level study, having begun to 
develop the skills that you’ll need for agency 
roles, or to work freelance.

Find out more about our undergraduate 
programmes: plymouthart.ac.uk

“If you want a creative career, I don’t think a traditional sixth 
form will get you where you want to be. Study an Extended 
Diploma at Palace Court – there are incredible resources, 
fantastic spaces and knowledgeable minds here. Use them.” 
Jordan Mortlock, UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma Art & Design 
(Photography) student and Origins 2017 award winner
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The UAL Extended Diploma: Art & Design is 
an exploratory two-year equivalent to A-levels 
that we offer across five specialist routes. 
Providing a fast-paced introduction to materials, 
techniques and processes, your practical work 
will be supported by contextual studies covering 
a wide range of art, design and media practices – 
ensuring that your thinking and making intersect. 
With a contemporary ethos and a commitment 
to developing your independent voice, this 
course will help you begin to forge your individual 
creative identity alongside sharpening your 
written and communication skills for interviews 
and presentations. We’ll also support you in 
building employability skills such as problem 
solving, resilience, and confidence using industry-
standard design software to tailor and refine your 
creative skillset.

Throughout the course, you’ll have the chance 
to collaborate on live assignments with external 
clients, gaining a real understanding of what it 
means to work in the creative industries. Creating 
your own unique response to themes like culture, 
entrepreneurship, diversity, and the environment, 
you’ll learn about a range of audiences and 
potential applications for your work across the 
creative sector. And through projects like our 
annual, student-led pop-up shop, Design to Sell, 
you’ll learn how to promote yourself as a creative 
professional. Find out more about Design to Sell 
on page 22.

What will I get out of it?
You will be guided by a team of lecturers 

who are professional artists, designers and 
media practitioners, and you’ll be supported by 
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This hands-on route will take you on a journey of 
creative exploration, questioning what art can be, 
and the responsibility of artists for their local, 
national and international communities. With 
drawing at the heart of your experimentation, 
you’ll be led by ideas, manipulating materials and 
developing intellectual curiosity as you respond 
to the world around you. You’ll also learn how 
to analyse and comprehend the work of other 
artists to understand how their work can impact 
your own, benefitting from critiques with peers 
as well as other artists. Learning through a 
diagnostic programme of study will allow you to 
discover your own specialist pathway, developing 
transferable skills and conceptual thinking to help 
you confidently find your place. 

We guarantee our Extended Diploma students 
a place on one of our BA (Hons) programmes 
if they achieve a Merit or higher in their final 
assessment and meet any additional entry 
criteria. Many of our students choose to continue 
their studies with us on degree programmes 
across art, design and media. Future careers 
could include: fine artist, set designer, curator, 
textile designer, ceramicist, jeweller, glass artist, 
painter, printmaker, art historian, photographer, 
product designer, or milliner.

ART &
 DESIGN

You’ll have the chance to exhibit your work 
in a range of public exhibitions throughout 
your studies

SPECIALIST 
ROUTES

The UAL Extended Diploma: Art & Design at Plymouth College 
of Art is offered across five different pathways: Art & Design; 
Fashion & Textiles; Film, Animation & Media Production; 
Photography and Graphics, Illustration & Game Arts. These 
routes offer different focuses, but collaborate closely and  
share projects.
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This practical and industry-focused route will help 
you find and develop your niche as a filmmaker, 
director, producer or animator. We teach the 
technical and social skills needed to succeed 
within the industry from a variety of perspectives: 
as a sole trader – such as a YouTuber – starting 
your own freelance business; or as part of an 
agency or production team. 

You’ll benefit from one of the region’s best-
equipped media departments, with access to 
industry-standard equipment such as Sony 4K 
cameras, LED lighting, camera stabilisation gear 
and a dedicated lighting studio. You’ll develop 
the skills and confidence to plan, develop and 
produce dynamic and thought-provoking film, 
audio and animation content, including online 
content production and social media. Our 
students work on live projects with collaborators 
including Tate and Plymouth Argyle – and we’ve 
partnered with the British Film Institute (BFI) 
to bring the prestigious BFI Film Academy to 
Plymouth. Working across subject areas to script, 
shoot and produce, you’ll deliver real projects to a 
deadline as part of a cross-disciplinary team.

We guarantee our Extended Diploma students a 
place on one of our BA (Hons) programmes if they 
achieve a Merit or higher in their final assessment 
and meet any additional entry criteria.

Many of our students choose to continue their 
studies with us on degree programmes across 
art, design and media. Future careers could 
include: filmmaker, director, producer, animator, 
scriptwriter, production designer, editor, or 
concept artist.

For an interview with graduate Jamie Pine,  
see page 30.

For an interview with graduate Neil Rose,  
see page 38.

 pcamedia
 pcamediaFA
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Students tell us that they are treated as adults in a professionally  
stimulating and enjoyable learning community. Our students 
regularly curate public catwalk shows, drawing in large crowds 
with their fashion-forward designs. This is a great opportunity for 
them to develop their professional practice and showcase their 
work to the public.

This is a fast-paced and practical route, giving 
you the skills to develop ideas and design for 
a range of areas in the fashion and textiles 
industries. This course is for the makers and the 
designers. With projects across fashion, textiles, 
styling, promotion and fashion business, you will 
discover your strengths and define your future 
path. You’ll sample extensively across a variety 
of techniques and processes, developing an 
innovative approach. Learning is supported by 
industry standard facilities including industrial 
sewing machines, textile printing, photography 
and film equipment, Adobe creative software, 
and trend forecasting tools such as WGSN – with 
access to facilities at our undergraduate campus, 
such as 3D printing, laser cutting and more. 
You will have the chance to market your finished 
products in pop-up shops, such as our student-
led annual Design to Sell event. We also have 
an established work placement offer, providing 
opportunities to work with companies such as 
Matches.com and Hunger magazine.

We guarantee our Extended Diploma students a 
place on one of our BA (Hons) programmes if they 
achieve a Merit or higher in their final assessment 
and meet any additional entry criteria.

Many of our students choose to continue their 
studies with us on degree programmes across art, 
design and media. Future careers could include: 
fashion designer, interior designer, stylist, textile 
designer, print designer, costumier, or milliner.

For an interview with graduate Billie Jacobina, see 
page 34.

Riots & DIY aesthetics in fashion  
by Maisie Thomas
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This route provides a dynamic environment for 
aspiring photographers to develop technical 
and creative skills, supported by a team of 
professional photographers with nearly 50 
years teaching experience between them. You’ll 
have access to some of the best photographic 
resources in the region, including industry-
standard digital and lighting equipment, 
professional studios and darkrooms, and will 
even have the opportunity to try underwater 
photography. You’ll also benefit from regular 
visiting speakers, such as Tom Oldham and 
Nicholas White. With a balance of theory and 
practical work, this course is a collaborative 
platform for you to explore a range of topics and 
themes – and you will be encouraged to bring 
your outside interests into your photographic 
projects and assignments. You will study 
traditional film and darkroom techniques 
alongside Adobe Photoshop and other software, 
gaining core and specialist skills in studio lighting 
for portraiture, fashion, still life and product 
photography. You will also benefit from practical 
workshops in studio and location photography, 
experimental techniques and digital media.

We guarantee our Extended Diploma students 
a place on one of our BA (Hons) programmes 
if they achieve a Merit or higher in their final 
assessment and meet any additional entry 
criteria. Many of our students choose to continue 
their studies with us on degree programmes 
across art, design and media. Future careers 
could include: photographer, art director, picture 
editor, photojournalist, or digital retoucher.

 edphotopca

“A high majority of learners progress to higher education and 
specialist art, design and media degree programmes which best 
meet their aspirations.”
Ofsted further education and skills short inspection report 2017
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This flexible route offers an in-depth understanding  
of the techniques and applications used in graphic  
design, illustration and game arts. You’ll be 
taught by a dedicated course team including 
professional designers, illustrators and interactive  
specialists who will guide the development of 
your drawing and design skills, encouraging you 
to experiment with materials and techniques 
while teaching you how to communicate ideas 
in powerful and memorable ways – giving you 
the confidence to present and discuss your 
work with employers or universities. Among the 
more specialist digital skills that you’ll develop 
are technical and creative image manipulation 
and 3D computer modelling, working with digital 
technologies such as Unity, Maya, 3D Studio Max 
and Adobe creative software. You’ll develop an 
understanding of the context of interactivity and 
games design, including the evolution of mobile 
technology for handheld devices and apps.

We guarantee our Extended Diploma students 
a place on one of our BA (Hons) programmes 
if they achieve a Merit or higher in their final 
assessment and meet any additional entry 
criteria. Many of our students choose to continue 
their studies with us on degree programmes 
across art, design and media. Future careers 
could include: game artist, editorial illustrator, 
graphic designer, concept artist, advertising 
designer, 3D modeller, or web designer.

“I really like the individuality of the course and that you’re given 
the freedom to work independently. You learn about a variety of 
different subjects in a relaxed environment – and there are great 
resources available too.”  
Gregory Trewartha-Jones, Extended Diploma Art & Design 
(Graphics, Illustration & Game Arts)
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The Foundation Diploma Art & Design will 
enable your process of thinking and making to 
develop within a vibrant and diverse creative 
environment. 

This is an exciting and immersive course that 
prepares you for degree study in the creative 
arts. You will explore a range of subjects and 
learn through experimentation and risk taking. 
This course will help you to move beyond your 
comfort zone, establish your unique voice and 
identify your areas of interest. 

What will I achieve?
Stage one introduces you to critical thinking 

and creative approaches to art, design and media 
through a rotation of methodologies, processes 
and materials.

For stage two you will identify your chosen 
pathway and develop project ideas and 
outcomes. You will be supported and challenged 
by lecturers who are active in their field. You will 
develop the skills and confidence to pursue your 
applications to degree-level study.

Stage three brings together your learning in 
the development of a self-initiated project which 
includes an extended critical essay and end of 
year summer show.

What will I have access to?
You will be based in our new, dedicated 

Foundation Studio with individual work spaces. 
You will have access to a wide range of specialist 
workshops and technology resources – from 
ceramics and glass studios, to printmaking and 
textiles workshops, 3D printing technology in Fab 

Lab Plymouth, and photographic and  
filmmaking facilities.

What next?
Once you have successfully completed this 

course, you will be ideally placed to progress onto 
degree study both nationally and internationally.

As part of our creative continuum, and as a 
reflection of your potential, we guarantee our 
Foundation Diploma students a place on one of 
our BA (Hons) programmes when you successfully 
complete the qualification. For details and 
additional requirements, visit  
plymouthart.ac.uk/studying/how-to-apply

European or international applicants
We welcome European and international 

students with a good command of English 
language skills (IELTS 6.0 or above). If you 
do not meet this requirement we offer a pre-
sessional course in English. More details 
available upon request.

If you are confident in your choice of specialist 
degree, we offer an Extended BA as an alternative 
to our Foundation Diploma in Art & Design. 
This programme, with a similar structure to our 
Foundation Diploma course, prepares you for 
degree-level Higher Education study over a year 
before pre-confirmed progression on to the first 
year of one of our degree programmes.

For fees and funding, see page 65.

  foundationartanddesign

“The Foundation Diploma is perfect for anybody who wants to 
expand their creativity and experiment with different mediums 
to help them find the right path. It was great to be surrounded 
by students with different interests and to see their ways of 
creating a body of work. I was pushed and motivated, and 
afterwards felt more than ready for my degree course.”
Maciej Krzyminski, Foundation Diploma Art & Design 
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Foundation Diploma
Art & Design
1 year full time
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Creativity may be something we’re all born with, 
but we believe it needs nurturing throughout life 
– from those early adventures in paint, through 
academic study, and on to professional practice.

Young Arts is the perfect place for children and 
young people to develop their creative talents. 
We’re open on Saturdays and during the holidays, 
offering a range of art, design, craft and media 
activities for 4 to 18-year-olds.

For young people thinking of studying full time, 
a Young Arts course is a chance to get to know 
the college, our tutors and our equipment, and 

meet other young artists and designers – and 
it’s an ideal first step on your creative journey 
towards a pre-degree or degree course. 

To find out more about Young Arts, visit: 
plymouthart.ac.uk/youngarts

If you already take part in Young Arts and are 
interested in more courses at the college, talk to 
your tutor today.

YOUNG ARTS

“Young Arts helps plant the seed of creativity. Looking back, I 
can see how my time there has inspired me to think differently 
and branch out into things I never even thought about doing, 
and I can definitely see how it has helped shape the way I look 
at the world and work through things creatively.”
Benjamin Lintell, BA (Hons) Contemporary Crafts
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If you’re going to be 16 to 18 years old on  
31 August 2019, are a permanent UK or  
EU resident and are planning to start studying 
an Extended Diploma at Plymouth College  
of Art in September 2019, then in most  
cases you won’t have to pay any fees to  
study with us, however this will be subject 
to fee assessment.

If you’re aged 19 to 23 when you start 
your course, are a permanent UK or EU 
resident and don’t already have a full Level 3 
qualification, such as an Extended Diploma 
or two or more A-Levels, then in most cases 
you won’t have to pay any fees to study with 
us because the government will fund your 
study, however this will be subject to fee 
assessment. Please contact our Admissions 
team on +44 (0) 1752 203474 for more 
information about this.

If you’re aged 19 to 23 when you start, are 
a permanent UK or EU resident and already 
have a full Level 3 qualification, you will be 
required to pay a fee. Advanced Learner Loans 
will be available to fully cover the cost of fees, 
which you won’t need to begin paying back 
until you’re earning at least £21,000 per year 
and have finished your course.

If you’re aged 24 or over when you start 
your course and are a permanent UK or EU 
resident, you will be required to pay a fee. 
Advanced Learner Loans will be available to 
fully cover the cost of fees, which you won’t 
need to begin paying back until you’re earning 
at least £21,000 per year and have finished 
your course. Visit gov.uk or search ‘Advanced 
Learner Loans’ for more details on how  
to apply. Fees for all applicants are subject  
to change.

FEES

Extended Diplomas
We normally offer places to students who 

have a minimum of four GCSEs (grades A*- C 
or minimum grade 4 – check our website for 
the latest information regarding changes to 
GCSE grades) including English, preferably with 
one in a creative subject. All offers are subject 
to interview and your portfolio or showreel of 
creative work.

Other variations on this entry profile may 
be considered, for example students with 
non-traditional backgrounds, particular learning 
needs or exceptional circumstances that have 
affected their ability to achieve a grade C or 
minimum grade 4 in English.

Foundation Diploma in Art & Design
The Foundation Diploma in Art & Design is 

validated by the University of the Arts London 
(UAL) and requires a full Level 3 qualification 
and GCSEs, including English and Maths. All 
offers are subject to interview and a portfolio 
or showreel of creative work that reflects 
your commitment, enthusiasm and passion 
for art, design and media. Visit our website 
to download our portfolio guide for help in 
preparing your portfolio.

We also welcome applications from 
students who may not have the required 
application profile but have alternative 
experience and knowledge.

Pre-degree courses including Extended 
Diplomas and Foundation Diplomas 

For post-GCSE study you can apply online 
through the Plymouth College of Art website by 
selecting your chosen course within the courses 
area and clicking the ‘Apply online’ option.

Applications can be made at any time 
during the year, with interviews held once a 
month throughout the year. Our form asks 
for details of your previous qualifications 
and any relevant work experience. You can 
also tell us about any learning difficulties or 

disabilities you may have so we can offer you 
the appropriate support.

We need to find out about your creative 
potential, your abilities, and what makes 
you different, so we’ll invite you to attend 
an interview and show us a portfolio of your 
work. Treat it as a chance to tell us about your 
dreams and ambitions, and why you want to 
study at the college. It’s also a good moment 
to find out what we can offer you. 

HOW TO APPLY

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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Learning support for pre-degree courses
Support for students with low to moderate 

needs is usually provided through the  
Pre-Degree Learning Support Coordinator,  
who offers one-to-one and group study support 
sessions, as well as advice and guidance on 
study styles and strategies. We also offer a 
range of online resources which are accessible 
to all students.

Students who declare that they have a 
high level of needs with regard to learning 
difficulties will be contacted directly, to ensure 
that we understand what those needs are and 
can make specific support arrangements prior 
to the start of their course.

All of our students (including those who 
have already said that they have a high level 
of needs) are invited to complete an initial 
assessment at the beginning of their course, 

to ensure that any literacy or numeracy 
support needs (including dyslexia) are 
identified from the outset. 

Student support services
Specialist advice is available from our 

Student Support team, including information 
and guidance on finance, disability support, 
health and wellbeing. You can contact the 
team by emailing studentsupport@pca.ac.uk 
or by calling +44 (0)1752 203476.

For information on additional support for 
disabled students, please visit:  
plymouthart.ac.uk/studying/support or contact 
our Pre-Degree Learning Support  
Coordinator on +44 (0)1752 203434 
extension 211.

STUDENT  
SUPPORT

International students
If you are not a permanent UK or EU 

resident, you are required to pay a tuition  
fee of £6,300 (Extended Diplomas) or  
£9,000 (Foundation Diploma) per annum. 
Please contact our Admissions Team at 
admissions@pca.ac.uk if you require  
advice or guidance on this. You may be  
asked to complete a fee assessment form  
as part of this process. See our website  
for language requirements and to download 
our Portfolio Guide.

Financial support
The college is committed to ensuring that 

education is accessible and affordable for all 
students. We offer a variety of financial support 
options to help students with their studies.

College bursary
The college discretionary fund can help 

toward course-related costs such as travel, 
trips, materials and one-off exceptional study 
requirements. To be eligible for the college 
discretionary bursary, students must be facing 
financial barriers to participation and need 
help to stay in education. The college bursary 
is means-tested and aimed at students with a 
low household income. Students are assessed 
according to individual need and evidence  
of household financial circumstances must  
be provided.

Meal contributions are also available for 
eligible students. Students must be aged 16 
or over but under 19 on 31 August of the year 
of study.

Students aged 19 or over are only eligible 
for meal contributions if they are continuing 
on a study programme they began aged 16-
18 (‘19+ continuers’) or have an Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

If you are eligible for an Advanced Learner 
Loan you may also be eligible for a bursary to 
help with travel or childcare costs. 

Vulnerable student bursary
You could get up to £1,200 if at least one of 
the following applies:
• you’re in or recently left local authority care
• you get Income Support or Universal Credit 

in your name
• you get Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 

in your name and either Employment and 
Support Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit

• you get Personal Independence Payment 
(PIP) in your name and either ESA or 
Universal Credit

Support for childcare costs
Childcare bursaries are available to  

help with the costs of childcare for students 
aged 20 and over. The childcare must be 
Ofsted-registered. Students aged 19 or under 
can apply for help with childcare costs  
through the national Care to Learn scheme. 
More information is available at  
gov.uk/care-to-learn

If you are eligible for an Advanced Learner 
Loan you may also be eligible for a bursary to 
help with travel or childcare costs.

Support for accommodation costs
The government-funded residential bursary 

provides financial help towards the costs 
of accommodation for students attending 
institutions delivering specialist provision. The 
residential bursary enables young people to 
gain a substantial qualification in a specialist 
subject that they would not be able to get at a 
non-specialist institution. Further information 
is available from gov.uk. 

Travel support
We appreciate that for many students a 

concern when attending college is the cost 
of transport. Although some students may be 
eligible for support through our discretionary 
funds, we suggest exploring your options by 
contacting Traveline on +44 (0)871 200 2233 
for details of services, and individual bus 
companies for details of fares. If you would 
like to know more about financial support 
for your studies, contact Student Support at 
studentsupport@pca.ac.uk.
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Getting here
Known as Britain’s Ocean City and the 

gateway to the South West, Plymouth is well 
connected. Our campuses are located in the 
heart of Plymouth’s ‘Cultural Quarter’, and can 
be easily accessed regardless of where you’re 
coming from.

Arriving by air or boat
The closest airports are Exeter 

International (less than an hour away), 
Newquay and Bristol, with direct coach 
services also connecting Plymouth with 
Heathrow and Gatwick airports in London. 
Plymouth is well connected to Roscoff, France, 
and Santander, Spain, by regular car and foot 
passenger ferry services: the college is just a 
short drive away from the ferry port. Contact 
Brittany Ferries on +44 (0)330 159 7000 
brittany-ferries.com.

Arriving by coach
Palace Court and Palace Studios are a 

10-minute walk from the new coach station on 
Mayflower Street. National Express services 
run to London Victoria via Exeter and lots of 
other UK destinations, and for super-cheap 
deals try booking with Megabus. Contact 
National Express on +44 (0)871 781 8181, 
nationalexpress.com, or Megabus on  
+44 (0)141 352 4444, uk.megabus.com.

Arriving by train
We’re a short walk from Plymouth train 

station, where direct services depart to 
London Paddington (taking 3–3 1⁄2 hours), 
Bristol, the Midlands, the North of England, 
Scotland and Penzance.

There’s even a sleeper train to and from 
Paddington if you want to leave London late 
and arrive in Plymouth early. Contact National 
Rail on +44 (0) 345 748 4950,  
nationalrail.co.uk, or +44 (0)871 244 1545, 
thetrainline.com.

Walking from Plymouth train station
Follow signs south for the City Centre. On 

the approach to North Cross Roundabout, 

follow the underpass straight through, heading 
south. Continue walking down with The 
Copthorne Hotel and the Armada Centre on 
your right. Cross the road with the first set 
of traffic lights and continue towards the City 
Centre; keep going straight until you reach 
the sundial fountain, then turn left. Continue 
walking until Drake Circus Shopping Centre 
appears on your left and then turn right into Old 
Town Street – keep on the left-hand side next 
to HSBC bank. You will reach a double crossing 
just off St Andrews Cross roundabout – cross 
here, then follow the pavement around to your 
right and take the first left onto Kinterbury 
Street. Cross at the pedestrian crossing and 
Palace Studios will be on your right. For Palace 
Court, continue walking along Buckwell Street 
until you see Palace Court on your left.

Arriving by car
If you’re travelling by car and using a  

Sat Nav, the postcode PL1 2DA will lead  
you to both Palace Court and Palace Studios. 
There are metered parking spaces on 
surrounding roads and you can buy a ticket  
at available machines. For more information 
on parking, visit the Plymouth City Council 
website at plymouth.gov.uk/parking or 
plymouth.gov.uk/parkandride.

From the North
1. The main route from the North is via the 

M5 motorway, and then continuing on the 
A38 Expressway via Exeter.

2. Follow signs for the City Centre and keep 
left when approaching the roundabout.

3. Take the first exit on the roundabout, 
signposted ‘City Centre’.

4. Continue to follow signs for the City Centre, 
heading straight onto Gdynia Way and 
following A374.

5. At the roundabout take the first exit and 
keep left.

6. On the approach to Charles Cross 
roundabout (with the church) take the  
first exit.

7. Take the first exit at the next roundabout 
onto Kinterbury Street.

8. Turn right onto Buckwell Street.
9. Palace Studios will be on your left. Palace 

GETTING HERE
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Our prospectus gives you a picture of what it is 
like to study at the college and a guide to fees 
and entry requirements at the time of printing 
in February 2018 for 2019/20 entry.
Current advice is that EU students joining us 
in 2019/20 will be subject to no changes 
regarding visa requirements, and will retain 
access to funding from the Student Loans 
Company. However, please always refer to our 
website for up-to-date and more detailed fee 
and course information.

We are very grateful for the time, hard work 
and energy of our talented students, staff and 
alumni in putting together this prospectus. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Court will be on your left further down the 
street, on the corner of the next crossroad. 

From the South
1. The main route from Cornwall is via the 

A38 Expressway, following signs towards 
Plymouth.

2. From the Tamar Bridge take the third exit 
onto Manadon roundabout and follow the 
signs for City Centre and Mutley Plain.

3. Keep to the left and continue straight 
ahead for about 15 mins.

4. You will pass through Mutley Plain and will 
see the Hyde Park pub on the approach  
to Mutley.

5. Continue down North Hill and keep to  
the left. 

6. At the traffic lights, keep in the left-hand 

lane and on the approach to Charles Cross 
roundabout (with the ruined church) take 
the fourth exit onto Exeter Street.

7. At the next roundabout take the first exit 
onto Kinterbury Street.

8. Turn right onto Buckwell Street.
9. Palace Studios will be on your left. Palace 

Court will be on your left further down the 
street, on the corner of the next crossroad. 

Need more help?
We’ll always try to schedule a visit to suit 

your travel arrangements, and are happy to 
recommend local places to stay or visit in and 
around Plymouth.

Call us on +44 (0)1752 203434 or 
download these directions and a map at 
plymouthart.ac.uk/visiting/getting-here.
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The Admissions Team is on hand to answer 
any questions – it’s our job to help you every 
step of the way.

We can talk you through the application 
process and organise a guided tour of the 
college for you and your family. We can also 
put you in contact with our expert programme 
leaders, tutors and technicians. We can 
introduce you to our student services team to 
help with funding your study or finding you a 
place to live in Plymouth – or to our graduate 
interns, to chat with you about student life in 
the college.

We can confirm the dates of our Open Days 
and greet you when you arrive for one. From 
the first point of enquiry on the phone or by 
email, up until the day you walk through our 
doors, if you have any worries or questions – 
we’re here to help.

Susannah Chambers
Admissions Manager

Palace Court pre-degree campus and Palace 
Studios Foundation Diploma campus

Buckwell Street 
Plymouth 
Devon, 
PL1 2DA

Undergraduate & postgraduate campus

Plymouth College of Art 
Tavistock Place 
Plymouth
Devon, 
PL4 8AT
United Kingdom
     
+44(0)1752 203434 
enquiries@pca.ac.uk
     
Sign up to receive our regular newsletter  
and invites to our artist talks, gallery  
openings, student exhibitions and more,  
at plymouthart.ac.uk.

 plymouthcollegeofart
 plymouthart
 plymouthcollegeofart
 plymouthart.tumblr.com
 plymouthcollegeofart
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