Ethos, Aims and Expectations
Develop Strive Achieve
The ethos of Columbus School and College is one of belief and opportunity. We believe that each and every child and young person deserves to access the best possible opportunities during their time here with us; the best possible opportunity to attain new curriculum-related skills as well as those highly important communication, independence, social and life skills. We have high expectations for our young people and do all we can to enable them to maximise their potential.
We aim to be flexible in our approach to delivering a holistic care, therapy and learning package for every child and young person. We take into account the learning styles and preferences of each individual in order to provide personalised learning pathways for each pupil. We are flexible about where and how learning takes place in order to ensure that each learner receives their full entitlement and access to a broad and balanced curriculum in a range of stimulating and engaging settings. Many of these learning and social experiences will be based in the local community.
We also aim to equip each young individual who leaves the Academy with the skills they need to lead as fulfilled and as independent an adult life as appropriate.
We are responsible for the care, safeguarding and education of each and every child and young person. We believe that we are responsible for the support and partnership working with families and do much to support parents and carers in getting the support, respite and any entitlements they require. Columbus works hard to ensure that support is available for families throughout the calendar year and not just during term time.  
While we do all we can to support every family in the care and education of their young person, we do ask that they support the school by ensuring that their child or young person is in school on time, attends school whenever they are fit and well enough to do so and to support us in the learning and therapeutic packages that combine to make up their young person’s education and care plan. We also request that parents do not take their child out of school for holidays during term time.
Where appropriate, homework is provided to enable our pupils to consolidate the learning they access in school as well as to develop their social and communication skills. Columbus also presents training and education packages for families to begin to learn a little more about how to support their child’s development and these events are delivered by staff as well as our therapy colleagues from the Central Essex Community Services teams.
Columbus is very proud of its children and young people. We encourage them to believe in themselves and to try their best. Achievements are celebrated with them and publicised widely in order to perpetuate a culture of success and self-belief. 
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