
Our Prospectus

Ark Swift Primary School
Australia Road
London
W12 7PT 

020 8743 2514
info@arkswiftprimary.org
www.arkswift.org 
      @ArkSwiftPrimary
      Like us on Facebook!

Contact Us

Please come and see Ark Swift at work. 
We would love to tell you more about the 
wonderful experiences we have to offer and 
how we can help your children to realise 
their potential.
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Welcome

Dear parents and carers 

Choosing the right primary school for your family 
is a key decision and I am delighted that you are 
considering Ark Swift Primary Academy. Since opening 
as an Ark school in summer 2013, we have achieved 
great things and we continue to move forwards on our 
journey to excellence.

We want all of our pupils to achieve their best 
and to leave Ark Swift with strong foundations for 
future success. To make this a reality, we have high 
expectations in all that we do combined with excellent 
teaching and a strong and supportive community 
where your child is known by staff members.

Whilst this prospectus will give you a flavour for our 
school, the best way to get to know us is to come and 
visit. Our greatest asset, our pupils, will be happy to 
show you round and tell you about life at Ark Swift.

Christopher Greenhall
Principal



Our Vision

Here at Ark Swift, one statement sums up what we are about:

Dream, Believe, Achieve.
Our vision is to dream big. Our children, parents and staff hold 
a common ambition for excellence. We believe in ourselves, our 
ability and our capacity to make our dreams a reality. 
Together, working with our community, we will achieve 
excellence, ensuring the very best for our children, enabling 
them to develop the knowledge, skills and character to not just 
excel in the modern world but to help shape it for the better.

The Ark Network

Ark Swift Academy is proud to be part of the Ark 
family – a network of over 30 high-achieving schools 
across Birmingham, Hastings, London and Portsmouth. 

Ark Swift also works closely with two other successful 
local schools, Ark Conway and Ark Bentworth. This 
allows us to share best practice and resources across 
the three schools.

To make our vision a reality, the whole school 
community lives by our core values: 

Generosity: We are generous with our time and 
talents to encourage and help others.

Hard work: We will try our best at all that we do.

Trust: We build trust through transparency 
and honesty.

Enjoyment: We enjoy learning and celebrate 
our achievements.

Persistence: We never give up, even when 
things seem hard.

High expectations: We have the highest 
standards in all that we do.

‘At Swift we like
to work hard and 

achieve big.’
Year 6 pupil



‘The teachers
are very kind

and help us on
our journey
to success.’

Year 5 pupil

Literacy
We start every day with literacy. For pupils in 
reception and years 1-2 this means phonics; learning 
how combinations of letters make different sounds 
and words. We use the Read Write Inc. programme 
which has a proven track record in helping children 
to read at an early age.

Maths
After break, we move onto maths. We use an 
innovative approach called Maths Mastery. This 
focuses on making sure that pupils have a strong 
understanding of numbers and key principles using 
models and images. Topics are taught in depth so 
that pupils are not rushed.

Guided reading
Staff work with pupils in small groups to further their 
understanding of a text.

Lunch
Our pupils enjoy a varied and nutritious menu which 
is prepared and cooked on site. Lunch is an important 
time for developing social skills and we encourage our 
older pupils to help and support the younger pupils. 
Our pupils take part in positive play, staff lead games 
and activities in small groups, often teaching pupils 
new games for them to play with their friends 
in the future.

Afternoon lessons
After lunch we teach the foundation subjects through 
a themed approach. These subjects include art, 
geography, history, music and PE. Recently we have 
invested in new tablet computers which pupils will 
use to actively research topics and find out more 
for themselves.

Assemblies
We end the day with assemblies. Each week a class 
will lead an assembly, this develops pupils’ confidence 
in speaking in public and gives you a lovely 
opportunity to see your child perform.

After school clubs
School finishes at 3.30 but we run clubs until 4.15.

A Typical Day



‘I like school
because we learn
and have fun at 
the same time.’

Year 5 School
Councellor

What our pupils 
love about Ark Swift

Breakfast club
We run a breakfast club and walking bus from 8 am 
so that our pupils have a great start to the day.
“I love the walking bus because you get to pick up 
your friends and chat to them.”
Year 3 pupil

Facilities
We have a large amount of space for sports and PE. 
Additionally, we have a dedicated innovation space 
for creative teaching and are looking to develop an 
outdoor classroom and gardening area for 
September 2016.

Music
All children have dedicated music lessons which 
include learning instruments such as Djembe drums, 
steel pans and the ukulele. Last year, pupils performed 
at the Royal Albert Hall and the Barbican.

Innovation
We have been chosen to be a Microsoft Showcase 
school because we have an innovative vision for the 
use of technology to aid learning. 
“Our Futurelab is an amazing place!”
Year 6 pupil 

Clubs
We provide free clubs including art, reading, dance 
and Glee clubs every day of the week. QPR staff even 
come in to deliver sports!
“I really like the clubs here; they are so fun. You 
get to do lots of exciting things.”
Year 4 pupil

Ark events
Being part of the Ark network allows our pupils 
take part in an amazing range of network wide 
events including spelling bees, sports days, football 
tournaments, the maths wrangle and the annual 
music celebration at the Barbican.



Inclusion: Ensuring 
All Succeed

Gaining A Place 

We are an inclusive school committed to ensuring 
that every child succeeds.

Regular assessments are used to track pupils’ progress 
and, where needed, extra support is put in place. 
Throughout the year, we communicate your child’s 
targets and their progress so that you are kept fully 
informed as to how they are doing.

Special educational needs (SEN)  
We are committed to enabling every pupil to achieve 
his or her potential. We have fully implemented the 
new SEN code of practice and use it in identifying, 
assessing and supporting pupils with special 
educational needs. 

We provide support which is tailored to cater for each 
pupil’s unique situation using a graduated response. 
Support may be given in class, in a small group or 
through one to one sessions, and is delivered by a 
skilled team of teachers and teaching assistants.  

English as an additional language (EAL)  
Pupils for whom English is an additional language will 
benefit from our emphasis on reading and writing. In 
particular, the use of Read-Write Inc. phonics ensures 
such pupils do very well.

Ark Swift is a two form entry, non-denominational, 
mixed primary academy for local children. We admit 
60 reception places each year. We also provide fully-
funded full time places for nursery children. 

Places in the nursery school may be full time or part 
time (mornings or afternoons) and are offered to 
children in the year before they would start reception 
(so typically aged 31/2 and above).

You can apply for places in reception or years 
1-6 through the Local Authority (e-mail 
school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk). We will be 
happy to help you with this.

Nursery admissions are managed by the school. 
Please contact us for an application form.

If there are more applications than there are 
places available, places will be allocated in 
accordance with our admissions policy which 
can be found on our website.

‘The best thing
about Swift is

that we persevere
and don’t give up!’

Year 4 pupil

The Early Years 
Curriculum  

Teaching and learning in the earliest years of a child’s 
life is a key ingredient for future success.  

We provide our Early Years pupils with an outstanding 
start by following the Ark Schools Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum. The curriculum is 
divided into seven areas of learning, three prime areas 
and four specific areas. The prime areas are:  

• Personal, social and emotional development  
• Communication and language  
• Physical development  

These prime areas are fundamental to a child’s 
development within the Early Years and beyond.  
They are all connected and support learning in 
the four specific areas:

• Literacy  
• Mathematics  
• Understanding the world  
• Expressive arts and design  

The four specific areas of learning provide children 
with the essential skills and knowledge they need 
to become successful citizens of the future. By 
providing stimulating indoor and outdoor learning 
environments we nurture the individual, ensuring 
every child’s needs are met and their abilities are 
developed to their full potential.


