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Davenant Foundation School
Mathematics Department

The Team

We are a very committed and successful team, some of whom have additional responsibilities in other areas.  We have six full-time Maths teachers, four part-time, and a part-time technician. All members of the department are talented and enthusiastic, contributing in different ways to the ongoing success of the department.  We work very closely together, offering plenty of support for each other.  All staff are Mathematics specialists.

Our philosophy

We cater for students with a range of ability.  Our task is to enable our students to learn to reach their potential and for that to be a positive experience.  For those who already enjoy the subject, we wish to assist them in continuing so, for those who seem less so, there is the challenge for us to inspire them.  For both student and teacher, success depends on a rich mixture of both content and method.  In a variety of ways we aim to assist students in developing sound knowledge, skills and understanding, and the ability to apply their skills to solve problems.

All teachers are equally valued, regardless of their experience in teaching.  It is the policy of the department to give opportunity to all to teach the whole range of ability and age, yet endeavouring to help them to identify and utilise their particular strengths.  For those new to the profession, it is important to help them to build their confidence steadily, and training is given where needed to increase the breadth of an individual’s teaching skills.  
Examination Results

Our examination results over the last few years show that we have raised standards of achievement and we are now maintaining standards at a pleasing level. 

In Summer 2017 our results were:

KS4

88% grade 4 - 9


36% grade 7 - 9
KS5

100% pass rate



72% grade B and above for Mathematics


89% grade B and above for Further Mathematics
We have a high uptake for A Level from both boys and girls. Each year we have about 70 students taking Maths in Year 12, about 12 of whom will also study Further Mathematics.  Many of these students continue to A2 level.

Setting and Assessment

In all years, including the Sixth Form, we teach students in sets based on ability.  For Year 7 the Key Stage 2 teacher assessments and Cognitive Abilities Tests inform our setting and teaching.  We then test pupils every half term and monitor their progress.  All assessments and other relevant data are recorded and analysed by the department.  Every student has a textbook appropriate to the level at which they are studying. We have six sets in Years 7 – 11, five sets in Year 12 and four sets in Year 13.
Extra-curricular Maths

We are enthusiastic participants in the United Kingdom Maths Challenges, entering about 100 students in each of the Junior and Intermediate Challenges and about 70 in the Senior Challenge.  

Future Development

We also embrace the ongoing challenge of enabling our students to achieve to the best of their ability – developing sound knowledge, skills and understanding and an ability to use and apply their mathematics to solve abstract and everyday problems.
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