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The English Department

The English Department at Urmston Grammar is ambitious for our students and strives to instil a love of the subject – both English Literature and English Language. Whilst there will always be a focus on improving examination results and ensuring that every student does as well as possible, we also hope to have students leaving the school with a passion for literature and linguistics, a keen sense of the power and beauty of both subjects, and a desire to learn more. 

Over the last few years the department has undergone a number of changes, some imposed on us by changes to A-Levels and GCSEs, some decided upon by the department. Wherever possible, the department works collaboratively: Years 7, 8 and 9 have detailed schemes of work which the department all follow and which are constantly being revised. There are a number of key assessments which every student completes throughout the year so that all of the teachers can track the progress of their students relative to that of students in other classes. However, each teacher does choose topics and texts about which they are most passionate, so there is a great deal of freedom and respect for the judgement and experience of our colleagues, as well as their appreciation of what each class needs, and how they can best inspire that class. 

At GCSE, greater collaboration followed on from the massive changes to the syllabus: we have very much risen to the challenge of a more academically rigorous and stretching course. As well as ensuring that students are better and better prepared - for example having all students studying challenging literary novels in each of Years 7, 8 and 9, as well as studying full Shakespeare plays – we have decided to focus more on the skills that would improve English Language Grades, particularly at the top end, making more time for teaching reading and writing skills to the new Grade 9 standard.   

At A-Level, we have for several years been offering both A-Level English Language and A-Level English Literature, in order to ensure that our students are well prepared to apply to the best universities. Both subjects continue to attract strong numbers which can be seen, to some extent, as a reflection of our success further down the school. Again, collaboration is again key here, especially in English Language, which had exceptionally good results last year. 

We also offer a range of extra-curricular activities across all Key Stages, from Poetry by Heart, to Debating and Public Speaking, as well as Creative Writing Competitions, and a huge range of trips and conferences. It feels like there is always something going on in the school, and we like to ensure that students see English as something that’s exciting and something in which they should get involved.  

The department is full of experience and passion for the subject, making it a great place to work. 
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