JFS INFORMATION SHEET
(Teaching Staff)

BACKGROUND

JFS School is a highly successful Jewish, co-educational, Voluntary Aided comprehensive school with students’ ages
ranging from 11-19 years. The School has a strong sense of tradition with origins which date back to 1732. The modern
JFS serves almost the whole breadth of the Anglo-Jewish community in Greater London. About 85% of our students
come from Barnet, Harrow, Brent and Hertsmere.

ACCOMMODATION AND LOCATION

The School is based on a 26-acre green-field site in Kenton, North West London. Housed in a bright and modern
campus, we have superb facilities, featuring, for example: state-of the art teaching facilities; a dedicated theatre
seating 450; a Conference Centre; a Media/Television Studio; a Dance Studio; a Drama Studio; two Sports Halls; a
climbing wall; a dedicated BTEC Hospitality and Catering room, landscaped inner courtyards and an open-air
amphitheatre. Kingsbury tube station (Jubilee Line) is a seven—minute walk from the School.

VALUES

The School is thoroughly committed to professionalism and the ceaseless effort to raise standards ever higher. Our
approach is modern but not ‘trendy’; our values are thoroughly ‘traditional’, reflecting the School’s Jewish ethos.
Discipline is strong and student behaviour is good. We believe in social justice and giving students the opportunities
they deserve to learn and thrive. All students in Years 7-11 wear school uniform and Sixth Formers are required to dress
within reasonably conservative, albeit comfortable boundaries. We also expect our staff to dress in a manner
conducive to the unique professional status of being a réle model to younger people. For reasons of our Jewish ethos
and our code of appropriate, smart professional appearance, women may not wear trousers (unless trousers are a
fundamental requirement of a different religious code practised by a member of staff).

JFS is primarily a ‘family’ school. There is a wide range of extra-curricular activities and the collection of charity for both
Jewish and non-Jewish causes is a strong feature. The School is a lively, warm and caring institution where every
student is taught to respect other students and to share a sense of responsibility for the well-being of the whole
community. Visitors and inspectors comment on the School’s most notable characteristics: a relationship of mutual
respect between teachers and students, and the strong commitment to a work ethic.

STUDENTS

In addition to a thoroughly comprehensive spread of ability, our students come a wide range of social, economic and
religious backgrounds. About 10% come from abroad, e.g. Israel, South Africa, Iran, Russia. About 5% of students are
on free school meals. Our ten-form entry intake, together with 500 students in the Sixth Form, makes us one of the
largest schools in the country and, certainly, the largest Jewish school in Europe, with a total roll of 2,000 students.

The student body is lively, articulate, confident, very positive and demanding. There is no doubt that it is one of the
School’s major strengths.

PARENTS

Our parents represent a very broad range of society. They all, however, share two things in common: a strong sense of
Jewish identity and, in almost all cases, a keen sense of ambition for their children. The School is fortunate in that it has
a strong partnership with its parent body. Needless to say, this creates many demands on, and high expectations of,
teachers.
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STAFF

About 60% of our 220 staff are not Jewish but all staff are expected to respect, support and enrich the Jewish ethos of
the school. For teaching staff, the School day begins at 8.30 a.m. and, from Monday to Thursday, ends by 3.45 p.m. On
Fridays, the School closes early as it is the eve of Shabbat (Sabbath). We have regular departmental meetings after
school. The School has the same number of days’ holiday as other state schools. However, if Jewish festivals coincide
with the School term, the holiday dates may differ slightly.

ORGANISATION

Setting is introduced in core subjects in Year 7 and across most subjects during Years 8 and 9. Students with learning
difficulties are catered for with the help of the Special Educational Needs department. The School follows the National
Curriculum with 20% of the timetable devoted to Jewish Education in Key Stage 3. In Key Stage 4, Jewish Studies is a
core GCSE subject. A wide range of subjects is available at ‘AS’ and 'A' Level and there is a long waiting list for entry to
the School, in all Year Groups.

The School is organised pastorally on a Year system, through tutor groups. Students in Years 7-11 are not allowed off-
site during the lunch hour. School discipline is very good, depending on a consensus between teachers, students and
parents as to civilised standards of behaviour, and on a long-standing friendly and caring relationship between teachers
and students. Teachers, in maintaining the disciplinary and academic standards of the School, are supported by a
system of Pastoral Support Officers (non-teaching), Year Managers, a behaviour team (non-teaching), Deputy
Headteachers and, ultimately, the Headteacher.

EXAMINATION RESULTS

Examination results are outstanding. Our overall ‘A’ Level pass rate in 2016 was 99%, with almost 80% of our results
being at A*, A or B grade and 50% at A* or A grades. The vast majority of students progress into Higher Education every
year, winning places at many universities, including medical schools, law schools and Oxford and Cambridge. Over 60%
proceed annually to Russell Group universities. Our students have gained national awards for outstanding achievement
in Science, Economics, Sociology and Mathematics.

Ever since the introduction of league tables, JFS has consistently achieved a place as one of the top performing
Comprehensives in the country. In 2016 we were placed in the Times league tables as the top performing totally non-
selective school at A Level and third at GCSE.

Vision

JFS is a co-educational inclusive modern, orthodox, Jewish school that strives to produce well-educated, faithful
and proud Jews who will be responsible and contributing members of society.

Our Ideals:

To be dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and excellence

To be independent learners, willing to question and engage in thoughtful debate

To be aspirational with a desire to achieve beyond expectations

To be proficient and active in Jewish practice and skilled in the study of Torah and traditional Jewish texts
To be proud and involved in Jewish culture, history, identity and community

To be committed to the State of Israel and learn Hebrew as part of Jewish heritage

To be responsible and care for all humankind as loyal citizens of the United Kingdom



