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                            INFORMATION ON 

THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

The Mathematics department is staffed by both experienced and newly qualified specialist teachers. The aim throughout the five-year course is to equip every pupil with a deep understanding and enjoyment of mathematics and enable them to undertake everyday tasks essential for keeping safe, healthy and maintaining their own social wellbeing. We aim to develop an appreciation of the subject in its own right and as support to other subjects and to provide a firm foundation for appropriate further study.

The department follows a five-year Scheme of Learning, based on the EDEXCEL syllabus, which is consistent with the National guidelines. This incorporates the numeracy skills required to enable all students to think independently and to possess the problem solving skills necessary to allow them to progress their chosen careers and enable them to be fully participating citizens in an ever-changing society.
Pupils are set from entry in Year 7 based on KS2 maths results. They are taught in two bands in Years 7/8 with full setting across eight sets in Years 9/10/11. All sets complete the GCSE exam at the end of year 11. The top 4 sets are entered for the higher paper and the lower 4 sets for the foundation paper.

A wide range of extra-curricular opportunities are used to promote positive attitudes towards Mathematics. For example, Year 7 and Year 8 participate in the World Maths Day and the top sets in Year 8 and Year 9 also take part in the UK Mathematics Challenge and in the UK team challenge which is mainly for our most able students. There are currently seven specialist Mathematics rooms with interactive whiteboards and one networked ICT suite.
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