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CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY

GUANGZHOU CITY
CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY [CGA] is the most recent addition to the international and local (bilingual schools and kindergartens) of the Canadian International Education Organisation, CIEO, [ http://www.cieo.com.cn/en/ ]  The school was opened in September 2017 and currently has a modest intake of students aged 3 – 11 i.e. Kindergarten to Year 6.  As an international school it is only open to foreign passport holders (i.e. children of expatriates working and living in China.) 
CGA is committed to delivering the National Curriculum with the addition of Mandarin being taught to all students.  CIEO is fully committed to developing the school and currently has an extensive and active programme of marketing and advertising in order to attract more students.  In September 2018 it will start secondary Years 7 to 9 inclusive as it wishes the current Year 6 students to stay on.  Long term it will offer IGCSEs and AS/A Levels.  It is currently advertising to increase its staffing for August 2018.
The campus for the school is large and spacious and is situated in a developing belt north-west of the city and not too far from the city’s Baiyun International Airport.  The classrooms are light and large and fitted with projectors, smart boards and Apple Mac desk top computers and there is an all purpose studio for music, drama and dance.   Currently two laboratories, a specialist Art Room, IT/DT room and library are being fitted out along with an all-weather pitch being laid out at the side of the main building. In this sense it’s still a bit of a work in progress but all is on target for an early Summer finish.
There is a flourishing expatriate market in Guangzhou as the city is the China’s fourth largest and an economic powerhouse as it was the cradle of the ‘opening up’ under Deng Xiaoping in the 80s. There are many foreign companies and investors here and significant expatriate communities from India, South America and The Middle East and elsewhere.  It is the home of the bi-annual Canton Fair which attracts thousands of visitors from around the world who are involved in manufacturing and service industries and import and export businesses. 
The city has a 9 line metro network which makes travel around the city fast, easy and cheap !  The road network with its elevated highways and heavy traffic can make journeys slow and expensive .   The school itself is situated close to Metro line 6 and some members of staff at the school use this as a means of traveling to and from the school daily. As with all Chinese cities, shopping malls abound and there is no shortage of foreign imported food and drinks.  There is a lively bar scene, clubs and music venues.  The city has a concert hall and opera house and many top artists come to perform here e.g. Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Shakespeare Company etc.  But also, as with all Chinese cities it is in an almost constant state of growth and development and that does mean accepting at times the noise and dust of construction work in various parts of the city.
As the capital of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou is famous for its Cantonese cuisine and many locals speak Cantonese and prefer using it to Mandarin ! The Province is large and incorporates such cities as Shenzhen (a metropolis formed from a fishing village in last three decades and close to the Hong Kong border), Zhuhai, a small coastal city with the cleanest air in China, sandy beaches and a semi-tropical climate and Zhongshan where there are hot springs which attract many visitors. The international airport gives access obviously to cities world-wide whilst bus services run for example to Shenzhen, Zhongshan and Zhuhai and many other cities in the Province and beyond. There is a train service to Hong Kong and high speed trains (a feature of China’s infrastructure) run to Shanghai and many other cities. City life in China does take some getting used to. However, there is always a buzz and a liveliness found here that is not quite matched by cities in the Western World. 

Candidates should peruse the school’s website [  http://www.cgagz.com ] for further information though they should understand this is somewhat embryonic given the school has only be opened for just over one full term. In addition to the Principal’s position Charles Chao is the Chief Operations Manager, and he has been instrumental in working with the developers of the site and the fitting out and development of the campus.

Working at a start-up school is demanding but extremely rewarding as being in ‘on the ground floor’ so to speak means there are plenty of internal, personal opportunities as the school grows. We have a competitive salaries and benefits package [flights, health care, accommodation] and the initial contract offered for staff is for two years and three years for the Principal.  If you are appointed there are some bureaucratic hoops to be got over in terms of getting the coveted Foreign Expert Certificate and subsequently the ‘Z’ [Working] visa which allows for your employment in China.  We have members of staff fully au fait with the system who will be ready to advise you and to follow up when you join us by aiding you in getting accommodation and finding your way around the city.  Initial interviews will be held on skype and you will be given more information if you are invited for interview.
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