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Science at Thomas Adams – February 2017
The department is comprised of nine full time and four part time Science teachers. We also have four excellent laboratory technicians who work closely with Science staff to deliver the curriculum at KS3, 4 and 5. The department has nine modern and well-serviced laboratories. The key strength of the department lies in the fact that we operate as a team; all members are committed to a sense of strong personal and professional support towards each other and this extends into a very caring and supportive attitude towards the students. 

Science subjects are popular at AS and A2 level. We offer OCR Physics, Chemistry and Biology, and BTEC Science Level 3. At Key Stage 5, we use the specialist strengths of our Science staff wherever possible. At Key Stage 4 we study OCR Science. Pupils usually have three different teachers for each of the Science specialisms. and most students gain 2 good GCSEs in Science. We also offer Triple Science to one set in Year 10 – although this is presented as an ‘option’ subject, these pupils are selected based on prior attainment and suitability, and achieve three GCSEs in Physics, Chemistry and Biology.
At Key Stage 3 we follow a syllabus based on the new National Curriculum (from September 2014). The emphasis is on engendering a feeling of confidence and enjoyment in the subject and aiming to realise the potential of every student. The students are set according to ability in Year 8 and 9, but are taught in mixed ability forms when they arrive in Year 7. We cover a broad and balanced curriculum in Science – pupils cover all aspects of the subject, and have opportunities to improve their Science Skills periodically. Pupils are tested regularly, and appropriate feedback is offered. Our KS3 Scheme of Work has been re-written in recent years, and we think it gives our pupils a sound platform from which to progress to GCSE.
The department is very hard working, taking all aspects of the job very seriously. Staff are always willing to share ideas for the mutual benefit of others. We work very closely with parents and the excellent Pastoral team that we have at Thomas Adams to ensure Science lessons are a positive, enjoyable and progressive experience. The school is a very happy school for both students and staff and there is a very noticeable ‘family’ atmosphere. The available post represents an excellent opportunity to join an already successful team. In our most recent OFSTED inspection (January 2014), all Science lessons were rated as either good or outstanding.
· Last year (2016) students achieved 76% A*-C in OCR Additional Science (rising to 80% when including OCR Triple Science). We enter about nearly 95% of our cohort into GCSE Additional Science and, from September 2016, aim to enter 100% of our cohort for either OCR Combined Science or OCR Triple Science.
· As a school, we aim for all of our pupils to try and make significant progress between KS2 and KS4, and this is monitored closely via our Go4Schools database.
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