Middleton Technology School 

Science Department 

Staff

The department has 11 highly qualified teaching staff, 2 technicians and two curriculum tutors.  All of them are dedicated to ensuring that every student achieves their highest potential in science.

Support for students 

Students regularly use the science labs and their facilities at lunchtime and after school for a range of activities.  They also use the staff support available and our ICT facilities for help with homework and coursework.  Additional help is provided for students in year 10 and 11 as they prepare for their GCSE exams.  During years 10 and 11, many students regularly attend extra tutorial sessions provided by staff.  We also run revision sessions in holidays and after school to allow students to learn effective revision techniques and improve their progress in areas of the specification. 

Key Stage 3 

Our key stage 3 programme prepares students for the transition from KS2 to KS4 at the end of Year 9.  The course is based on the Activate Science Scheme and provides a firm foundation in the basic skills and ideas needed by students as they progress towards GCSE.  This is a practical subject and students get plenty of opportunities to practice and improve their skills in the laboratory.  ICT Projects and Cross-Curricular projects take place within science lessons to enhance student’s skills in these areas.  
Key Stage 4 

Our Key Stage 4 programme prepares students for either the three separate sciences or the AQA Combined Science Trilogy GCSE award. Our schemes of work are differentiated to both foundation and higher pathways and are supported by carefully planned assessments and online resources.  All of our science pathways provide pupils with a good foundation for further study in the sciences or for a very wide variety of careers.  

Clubs
Teachers of Science often donate their own time to run extra-curricular Science clubs. Some of these include dissection club, forensics club, KS3 Science club and Physics club.
Visits 

Students get the opportunity to take part in a variety of science visits throughout the year including Chester Zoo and various local colleges and universities. We also run an overseas trip to Geneva in the Easter holidays for Y10 pupils in which they visit C.E.R.N. and the Large Hadron Collider.
Resources
The Science Department at Middleton Technology School benefits considerably from our excellent school facilities. ICT is used on a regular basis in the teaching of Science topics and we have a class set of wireless laptops. Each classroom has a smart board and projector. Our Science labs are fully equipped to allow pupils to access a wide range of investigations and develop practical skills on a regular basis. We also subscribe to a range of online programmes to support learning and progress.
Students are regularly assessed by means of end of unit tests and memory quizzes.  This allows us to check progress regularly and provide interventions where appropriate as well as giving students and their parents an accurate idea of how well they are doing in this subject.
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