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HEADTEACHER

Kingussie High School

Ruthven Road, Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1AD,

www.kingussiehigh.org.uk

This leaflet aims to provide prospective applicants with additional information about the school and the local area, which may not appear in other documents in the pack.  Candidates selected for interview may visit or contact the school; and can make suitable arrangements either directly with the school or through the Area Office (contact details at Further Information, Section 10 below).
1.
HIGHLAND COUNCIL’S SOUTH AREA
The Council’s South Area, comprising Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey, is one of four geographical Care & Learning Areas in The Highland Council.  
The Highland Council has 184 primary schools, 29 secondary schools and 3 special education schools.  The South Area has 61 schools including 50 Primary, 9 Secondary, 1 Special School and 1 Intensive Support Centre.  All Secondary schools are co-educational and non-denominational. The population of the South Area is over 90,000; the majority of whom live in Inverness city and its suburbs. 
Kingussie High School (KHS) is located in Badenoch in the heart of the Cairngorms National Park. The KHS wider Associated School Group (ASG) includes Alvie Primary School (Kincraig), Aviemore Primary School, Gergask Primary School (Laggan), Kingussie Primary School and Newtonmore Primary School. Uniquely and for historical reasons most of the young people who attend Kingussie High travel by bus from Aviemore each day. The schools catchment area is vast with young people traveling from Aviemore in the North, beyond Dalwhinnie in the South, Glenmore in the East and Kinloch Laggan in the West (that is over 200square miles) and in the winter time some young people can spend an hour traveling too school. 
For a rural area Kingussie and Aviemore are very accessible. The A9 run right past the door of the school and it is a 2.5 hour drive to Edinburgh or Glasgow and a 40min drive to Inverness City.
The train station is 500m from the school and again providing excellent and regular transport links between Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness and throughout Badenoch & Strathspey. The Caledonian Sleeper also stops at Kingussie which means you can leave school on a Friday, wake up in London on  Saturday morning and then return overnight on Sunday ready for work on Monday morning. Finally, Inverness airport is only 45 minutes away with regular flights to a variety of destinations, including Schiphol International Airport, Amsterdam – where you can access flights anywhere in the world. 
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2.
THE SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
Kingussie High School is a vibrant, inclusive and successful six-year secondary school that prides itself on having traditional values but a modern approach to everything it does. The use of Digital Technology (Scotland’s first Google Reference School) and a commitment to Outdoor Learning are just two of the things that make this school unique. The current school roll consists of approximately 410 young people from a diverse catchment. The school roll is due to continue to rise over the foreseeable future. There are over 65 members of staff at the school, including 36 teachers.

The school has been recognised for having a very progressive curriculum with an extensive range of subjects in the senior phase which lead to a diverse range of qualifications. This has been achieved through strong leadership, new approaches to timetabling and building culture of flexibility amongst the staff team. The school and its staff firmly believe that it is the curriculum that drives attainment and this can be clearly seen in the Scottish Government Secondary School Dashboard and in the schools Insight data. 
KHS works with an extensive and growing range of partners. Young people have many opportunities to extend and develop their skills and knowledge through a range of interesting and challenging activities beyond the classroom. This includes the Duke of Edinburgh Award, Saltire Awards, John Muir Award, School trips and the Kingussie ASG Entitlements. The school also has extensive international links including Muloza Community Day School in Malawi and Yangcun No.1 Middle School in Tanjin, China. There have been regular school trips to both of these schools and the link with Malawi has been in existence for over a decade. The school is home of the Highland Confucius Hub and Mandarin and is part of the schools 1+2 language policy. Other languages taught within the school include French, Spanish and Gàidhlig. An increasing number of Gàidhlig medium learners transfer from Newtonmore Primary School to KHS at the end of Primary 7. 
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The school estate consists of mixed accommodation including a new £4million extension that was built in 2013. As well as a variety of multi-purpose teaching classrooms the new extension also houses the School Support Centre which is includes resources for young people who have complex needs, this includes a life skills kitchen and a sensory room. 
The school is technology rich and all learners at Kingussie High School have their own Chromebook to help them with their learning. This investment in digital technology has provided greater options to young people for both personalization and collaboration (Google case study here and Intel Case study here). There is increasing a rich digital culture across the school that helps drive and bind together the improvement process (see: Education Scotland Case Study)
Most importantly KHS has a relaxed and welcoming ethos built around its core values and a nurturing ethos. There is a strong sense of shared responsibility amongst pupils and staff and we have an active and engaged Parent Council. The quality of the education and experiences we offer our young people means that the school is held in high regard by parents and the wider community. 
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3.
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
The Head Teacher has day to day responsibility for managing the school.  This includes providing well-ordered administration, complying with council policies and procedures.
Clerical assistance is available to assist the implementation of Devolved School Management budgets and other administrative functions.
4.
THE CURRICULUM
The Head Teacher is responsible for developing the curriculum and for ensuring the planned progression of pupils’ development throughout their school life, taking account of individual needs, aptitude and ability.  High quality School Improvement Planning will be fundamental to this objective. The schools current improvement plan can be found here and curriculum rationale can be found here.
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5.
STAFFING 
There are over 65 members of staff at Kingussie High School. The 35+ teaching staff (consisting of the senior management team, the pupil support team, departmental principal teachers, ASN and class teachers) are supported by office staff;  school Librarians;  pupil support assistants; facilities management team (including the cleaning team); the canteen staff and a wide range of school partners that draws on the expertise of other council services and third part organisations. The school has a very collegiate and cooperative approach meaning that everyone works very well together as a successful team.
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6.
SUPPORT SERVICES
Within the Area, Head Teachers are supported in discharging their responsibilities by the Area Care and Learning Team including Quality Improvement and Family Team staff; plus other Headquarters Systems Support Staff.
7.
ACCOUNTABILITY
The Head Teacher is responsible for managing the school on behalf of the Council; and is accountable to the Director of Care and Learning through the Area Care and Learning Manager.
8.
SALARY
The salary for the post is as indicated on the advert.
9.
HOUSING AND ACCOMODATION
Badenoch and Strathspey has a wide range of properties to buy or rent; and assistance for re-locating to the area may be available from the Council.
10.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact the South Area Care and Learning Office, Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX on 01463 702074 or Ollie Bray (outgoing Headteacher), Kingusie High School, Ruthven Road, Kingussie, PH21 1ES on 01540 661475 or ollie.bray@kingussiehigh.org.uk
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OTHER USFUL LINKS
· Kingussie High School Website
· Kingussie High School Facebook Page
· Kingussie High School on Twitter
· Kingussie High School Improvement Plan
· Kingussie High School Curriculum Rational
· Kingussie High School Learner Pathways Website
· Kingussie High School Timetabling in a Nutshell Information
· Curriculum Drives Attainment Discussion Paper
· Education Scotland Case Study (1) – Tracking & Monitoring
· Education Scotland Case Study (2) – profiling learner conversations 

· Google for Education Case Study
· Intel Education Case Study
· SportScotland Case Study (1)


· SportScotland Case Study (2)
· SportScotland Case Study (3)
Further information www.kingussiehigh.org.uk/joinus 

