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It’s human nature to stretch, to go, to
see, to understand. Exploration is not a
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choice, really, it’s an imperative.
Michael Collins, Apollo 11 astronaut.

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing, July 20th 1969

To boldly go…
Or should that be, ‘To go boldly…’ ? With a good education

choice for pupils, it ensures we have more teachers for

you get to choose! Choosing the next school for your

each subject area and teachers who bring very specialist

child can be daunting and confusing, but it needn’t be. As

subject knowledge. Because of this, we can offer high quality

Executive Headteacher, I am proud to introduce you to

academic education, giving pupil’s great opportunity for

Oldbury Wells. We are the only 11-18 secondary school in

higher and further education whilst also offering excellent

Bridgnorth. We offer high quality education, traditional yet

vocational pathways; therefore catering for every child.

forward thinking.

We are the founding school of the Bridgnorth Area Schools’

We are a good sized co – educational school with

Trust and now expanding our family of schools further by

approximately 170 pupils in each main school year group and

working with schools in the South Shropshire Schools

over 100 students in our growing Bridgnorth Sixth Form. To

Trust. Our trust works at both primary and secondary levels.

ensure your child has the best education possible attending

As such our work is coordinated with primary schools

a good sized school is a major point for you to consider. A

and builds on our students’ prior learning. We believe

good sized school means there is breadth in its curriculum,

passionately in hard work and enjoyment in education and

great choice for pupils, wider extra curriculum possibilities

support high quality education in other schools across the

and excellent enrichment. Our school size means we have

Bridgnorth area. This is reflected in our school motto:

capacity to stretch the most able students and give support

Aspire, Enjoy, Achieve.

to those who need it. All pupils get to thoroughly experience
and then discover their future directions based on a wide
knowledge base in their early years. Our size not only gives

Sarah Godden
Executive Headteacher
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Our motto
Aspire
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Enjoy

Achieve

Oldbury Wells has caring and professional staff who

Every student’s education and development matters to

Students at all levels, with a wide range of interests,

work within a well-designed and effective welfare and

us. Our staff are passionate about pupils’ learning. We

achieve very well. The school’s examination results

guidance system. We develop self-responsibility and

ensure a rounded, successful education for every child.

have been on an upward trajectory for several years

a concern for others in our students. This is essential

We are sensitive to each child’s needs, encouraging

and it is significant that they continue to improve.

for good behaviour and a safe, secure environment.

their talents and skills to flourish. At Oldbury Wells

Achievement continues to rise, allowing students

It matters to us that all students succeed at school;

success comes from making the school experience

to take up courses like medicine, and attend top

we stretch Able and Talented students and we

enjoyable AND appropriate. The curriculum at Oldbury

universities such as Cambridge and Imperial. In 2014

have a strong system of supporting students with

Wells is not experimental or radical—rather it is based

and 2016 our results were the second highest in

particular needs, including Special Educational Needs.

on some wise and simple principles.

Shropshire. In 2015 our results held up very well in

We insist on high expectations and high challenge for

These are:

the new performance measures, with an impressive

students and staff alike. We have a very good idea of
what our individual students are capable of. We use
assessments very carefully – through checking that
every student is making great progress in their studies,

• Build our curriculum on what students have
already achieved in primary school;
• Teach subjects and courses that suit

whatever their starting point. We have high aspirations

students and that they enjoy –these are

for every single student.

mostly academic and also some vocational;
• Prepare and support students fully for
examinations in Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13;
• Stretch and challenge ALL students,
especially the brightest;
• Concentrate on useful and valuable
qualifications for university and for work;
• Pick the right courses for securing
successful outcomes.
• Enrich our curriculum through relevant and
exciting extra-curricular experience.

+0.16 for our ‘Progress 8’. In 2017 our school score
for Progress 8 placed us in second place in Shropshire
showing that all pupils at all levels at Oldbury Wells
make great progress. At Sixth Form we were ranked
third for academic A Levels and second for vocational
across Shropshire.
This year at GCSE our Progress 8 is a positive
0.17, which confirms again stability in progress and
attainment, giving you the basis for making Oldbury
Wells your first choice of Secondary School.

Senior team
We have a Senior Team of 7 strong and experienced staff who together make sure Oldbury wells
is effectively lead and managed. Each member of the team has specific and dedicated areas of
responsibility, which means that for every aspect of your child’s education there will be someone
with dedicated responsibility to develop and drive things forward.
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Sarah Godden, Executive Headteacher and
Lisa Thomas, Principal Deputy Headteacher

Mr Scott Wycherley

Mr Bruce Brown

Miss Katherine Warner

Mr Jamie White

Mr Tom Williams

Deputy Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher, Data

Assistant Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Teaching and Learning

and Progress Tracking, Exams

Pastoral Behaviour and Rewards

Key Stage 3 Behaviour and

Transition, More Able,

Key Stages 4 and 5

Rewards, Transport

Extra Curricular

Our school’s vision
Our Purposes
• We secure personal successes and positive
futures for our students; we enable them to
meet their potential and achieve their goals.
• We empower our students through
effective education, life skills and personal
development so that they can fulfil a valued
and rewarding place in society.
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Our Actions
• We provide an education that is firstclass, rounded and modern, providing
rich opportunities and experiences inside
and outside the classroom through a
commitment to using the best resources,
which create real opportunities for our
students’ lives.
• We foster high aspirations, develop our
students’ potential and nurture their
drive for success whilst challenging and
supporting each individual to be their best.

Ourselves
• We value our teachers, as inspiring and
forward-looking; we recognise that they
provide a stimulating environment and
demonstrate a passion for learning.
• We recognise our students as keen to learn
and friendly, with enquiring and open minds;
we help cultivate their aspirations and

Our Style
• We challenge our students to work hard
and be actively involved in their learning
with open minds and a determination to
succeed. We challenge our teachers to

secure their commitment to their learning.
• We have a dedicated, motivated and hardworking staff who are great role models;
they show our students how to strive to be
their best.

create engaging and enjoyable classes,
where a love of learning and imaginations
are stimulated.
• We share a commitment of purpose and a
pride in our school; we work together as a
team with a friendly, caring ethos.
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Our family of schools
Since our Ofsted reports in 2013 and 2018, we have improved further. We

What is a Schools Trust?

have established a reputation in our local area as the school of choice and a

Our Trust offers high quality education for the South Shropshire area,

highly successful school. Since our last inspection:

and Bridgnorth in particular from pre-school to right through primary and
secondary and into sixth form.

• As a strong and successful school, the Department for
Education (DFE) have allowed us to form our own Multi-

It is a strong and successful Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) which was set

Academy Trust. We are now working with other local schools,

up by Oldbury Wells School. It is a group of schools that other schools

supporting education in our area.

can join that works together in strong partnership. Oldbury Wells originally
set up this educational Trust to make sure we are able to support other

Our trust is going from strength to strength. In July 2019 we were pleased

schools locally and to make sure we can continue to benefit from those

to have Church Stretton Secondary School and Stokesay Primary School

partnerships ourselves. Our family of schools has gradually grown and now

joining our family of schools.

includes 6 schools in South Shropshire as shown below:
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Stokesay Primary School

Church Stretton
Secondary School

Head Teacher:
Mrs J Holt (interim)

Head Teacher:
Mr J Parr

Oldbury Wells School
Executive Headteacher:
Mrs S Godden,
Principal Deputy Headteacher:
Miss L Thomas

We offer education from Nursery…

Nursery

Infant

Primary

Members of the Trust L-R:
Mrs J Hampson
Mrs K Ferriday
Mr P O’Malley
Mrs Godden
Mr J Parr
Mrs L Thomas
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Castlefields Primary School

St. Leonard’s Primary School

Alveley Primary School

Head Teacher:
Mrs J Hampson

Head Teacher:
Mrs K Ferriday

Head Teacher:
Mr P O’Malley

…through to Sixth Form

Secondary

Sixth Form

life beyond…

From Primary to Secondary
At Oldbury Wells School we have a number of important partnerships which help to
bring cohesion to, and to enrich, local education. We run a series of bespoke workshops
for primary children to help bridge the transition to secondary school. We also have
a senior member of staff with a key part of their role being that of supporting pupils
through the period of transition from Primary to Secondary school.

Transition
We have a partnership with several local primary schools,
with whom we collaborate to enhance local
schooling. This year we have taught
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MFL and Maths in primary
schools, further developed the

A message from Mr Williams
Head of Transition

Bridgnorth Primary Schools

Moving to Secondary School can be an exciting,

Choir and have supported

but sometimes anxious, time. Many Year 6 pupils

Year 5 pupils in developing

have already had the opportunity to get involved in

their Art, Science, English

secondary school life at Oldbury Wells. They may have

and Computer Science

met many of our staff during our Year 5 Workshop

skills. Our Governors and

days, based on the theme of “Famous Explorers”, our

school leaders are working

orchestra days and during our school production.

together to further develop

As Head of Transition, an important part of my job

our future collective work.

is to help you have a smooth and happy move to

This is an important aspect

secondary school and help you settle into your

of Oldbury Wells’ future

first year here.

developments.

• In July, all of our new Year 7 pupils are invited to a Taster Day
where they will meet their new Form Groups and Form Tutors
and experience a teaching day at Oldbury Wells.
• In September we hold a ‘settling in’ evening. During this
evening we can answer any questions you or your child
may have.
We have a dedicated Year 7 Transition Team which comprises a group of
our current Year 7s who have joined us from different primary schools.

Support on the jouney

These students are always on hand to help you with your move to

We are a very student-centred school and this is reflected in the ways in

Oldbury Wells.

which we start and support pupils on their secondary school journey:

Above all we want your child to settle in well and to develop ideas about

• Each year group has its own Forms and after we have met you
all, we very carefully decide which Form would suit you best.
I work alongside your Form Tutors and Mrs Bridgwater (KS3
Student Support Worker) to ensure you are happy and we are
available for help and advice as you need it.
• In April we hold a ‘New Parents’ Evening where we meet with
both pupils and parents to welcome them to Oldbury Wells
and inform them of what to expect in the coming months.
Key members of our staff are available so we can answer any
questions you may have.
• We take some time to go out and visit you at your Primary
School to meet you and your class 6 teacher.
• Pupils who will be coming to Oldbury Wells on their own
from their primary school are invited to a special workshop
in June to enable them to meet new friends and familiarise
themselves with their new school and surroundings.

their futures with great aspirations of what they might become.
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Our curriculum
At all stages of a pupil’s learning we offer a very wide range of diverse
subjects, taught by specialist teachers. We have a stable and consistent
curriculum which is forward planned to ensure it provides successful
outcomes and allows all students to access different progression
routes. We have a tried and tested set of subjects which we know will
provide students with a secure platform from which to embark on their
examination programme.

Key Stage Three (Years 7 and 8)
We have a two year Key stage 3. During the two years, students
follow a broad range of recognised traditional subjects providing them

12

with a well-rounded curriculum. Pupils in Year 7 will study Art, Design
Technology, Drama, Geography, History, ICT, Maths, Modern Foreign
Languages, Music, Physical Education, Religious Education and Science.
PSHE includes careers education and the world of
work/enterprise.
Philosophy and Religion is taught following
the Shropshire SACRE agreed syllabus.
Health education (including sex education)
is taught through Science, PSHE and
Philosophy and Religion.
Teaching groups are arranged to ensure
the best for all our students, hence some
are setted according to ability, whilst other
groups are mixed ability. This is dependent on
the needs of the particular curriculum area, for
example, Mathematics and English is taught through
fine-tuned sets.

Science is taught in mixed ability form classes in Year 7 and in Year 8.
Fine setting in Science occurs in Year 9. By setting students for these
individual subjects it means any pupil could be in a different set for a
different subject. We believe this is important as students can be of a
higher or lower ability, in particular, for example in English and Maths. We
track students very carefully and consistently throughout the year to
ensure all children achieve the highest standards. Students can move
between sets in English and Maths at both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4
and in Science at Key Stage 4.
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Key Stage Four (Years 9, 10 and 11)
All our students follow the National Curriculum subjects as required
by the Department for Education guidelines. This ensures that
students have nationally recognised qualifications when they leave us.
English, Maths, Science, Physical Education, Citizenship and Religious
Education form the Core group of subjects whilst we also follow
Government guidelines regarding the wider English Baccalaureate
(EBacc) suite of subjects which are History, Geography and Modern

14

Foreign Languages.
We further provide students with a choice of up
to 4 additional subjects which are chosen
from an exciting range and variety of
subjects to provide students with the
widest choice of courses possible. These
courses may include Art, Business
Studies, Drama, History, Languages,
Geography, Design Technology (Food,
Textiles and Product Design) Music and PE.
If this is not enough, we also offer BTEC
qualifications, currently in Music and
Health and Social Care.

Key Stage Five (Sixth Form, Years 12 and 13)
We are proud to be a school offering progression for our students into
Advanced Level courses. We offer up to 20 courses at Level 3. This
consists of A Levels and BTEC courses. In the Sixth Form we offer an
enrichment programme which currently includes the opportunity to
undertake an Extended Project Qualification. A separate Bridgnorth Sixth
Form Prospectus is available on request, or can be downloaded from
our website.
http://www.bridgnorthsixthform.com

Religious Education
Our assemblies are an opportunity to share a collective experience with other members
of the school and are a time to reflect on and consider moral and spiritual matters. Most
of our assemblies are led by our staff and supplemented by appropriate school visitors.
Parents do have the right to withdraw their children from part or all of this programme
and can do so by contacting the Headteacher. There is a similar right of withdrawal
from RE, a right that a very small minority of parents choose to exercise. The relevant
Government “Circular” states, in part:
“The parent of a pupil at a community, foundation or voluntary school has the
right to request that the pupil be excused from all or part of the RE provided.
They do not have to provide a reason and the school must comply with
their request.”
A balanced approach is taken to the subject, acknowledging that whilst we live in a
broadly Christian community, ours is a multi-faith society, and that a basic knowledge of
other major world religions is important.
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Sixth Form
We offer an all through education from 11 to 18 years.

Our curriculum at Sixth Form is further

Ofsted rated 7 out of 8 A Level lessons as “Outstanding”

enriched with a broad range of A Levels in

when observed, and commented on our supportive,

subjects such as Textiles, Product Design,

friendly environment.

Psychology, Art, Drama and Sociology. This

We appreciate that every student is different and endeavour
to give them the support they need to realise their potential.

Sixth Form
After Year 11 the majority of our pupils choose to
remain in full-time education. To support this we offer a
comprehensive range of routes for students to further their
education until the age of 18.
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BRIDGNORTH SIXTH FORM

gives our students a rounded choice of Level
3 courses. Our students leave us to go to
some of the best universities, including Oxford,
Cambridge, Bristol and Birmingham to name
but a few. We also give students a firm footing
for higher education degrees in vocational
specialism. Courses from the vocational
qualifications are offered in Business, Sport and
Health and Social Care. Our Head of Sixth Form

In our Sixth Form, what we provide for our students is a

has a dedicated team of Tutors and Pastoral

guided and informed progression. This is what is special and

Support staff. Every student has a unique

unique about Sixth Forms within a school setting.

individual Learning Plan which gives them a

We are able to guide students who wish to remain at
school for their studies with bespoke advice, in order that all
students have a match between their strengths, interests,
aspirations and talents to their course choices. We are
passionate about the success of our students and see
this journey lasting from aged 11 to 18. In our Sixth Form
we offer all of the ‘Facilitating’ A Levels. These are Maths,
English, all Sciences, History and Geography.

chance to pursue additional qualifications, such
as the EPQ, and Further Maths. Students are
given guidance on careers and undertake
work experience.
http://www.bridgnorthsixthform.com
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Support for learning
Inspired to Achieve Great Things

Reading

As teachers, part of our job is to help you to believe you can achieve great

National research shows that reading has a positive

things. We want you to aim high, no matter where you are starting from.

impact on pupils’ attainment. At Oldbury Wells we

Your job is to aspire to great things and be motivated enough to put in the

also believe that reading improves pupils’ literacy

work required to achieve them; we will be with you all the way—encouraging,

skills and that good literacy is fundamental to

supporting and guiding.

pupils’ success. All pupils are expected to have a
reading book with them every day. We have a well-

Able and Talented Students
Provision for our Able and Talented students is about inclusion and
entitlement. We view our most able students as having a ‘learning need’ which
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resourced library and continually promote ‘reading’
through our curriculum.

requires teachers to provide additional challenge and stimulation. We identify

Home Learning

our Able and Talented students within their first term at Oldbury Wells in

We recognise the importance of Home Learning as

order to meet their needs and monitor their progress. We enable their high

a means of consolidating students’ understanding

performance through carefully planned in-class learning activities but also

and developing new skills. Students have a

through enrichment opportunities.

Home Learning timetable at Key Stage 3 and a

Every Year 7 student is screened on arrival at Oldbury Wells for spelling,
reading, handwriting and extended writing skills. We also complete the Ofsted
approved MIDYIS baseline tests. These tests, along with Primary Schools
data, give us a clear picture of every child’s potential and needs, so we are in a
position to offer the best possible education for each child.

Special Educational Needs (SEN)
Oldbury Wells has a long-established tradition of caring for the needs of
children of all abilities, valuing the most able and the least able alike. Today this
is reflected in a very wide range of ‘Special Needs’ provision from traditional
intensive help for those with reading difficulties to specific help for those with
a particular problem. Please contact us for additional information on our SEN
provision at Oldbury Wells.

commitment is needed at Key Stage 4 of 12-15
hours per week which increases in the Sixth
Form. We use a software package called ‘Show
My Homework’. This enables parents to see the
homework helping them to support their child
more easily.

Parents
Your role in supporting your child’s learning can be
crucial. We encourage good home-study habits
within a good home study environment and
understand that good communications between
home and school are important, especially on issues
such as Home Learning.
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Our facilities
Within the classrooms of our 1950s Grade

spacious setting for the school with great

II listed building there is a wealth of modern,

views of the surrounding town. The fields

up-to-the-minute teaching and learning

are enjoyed through most of the year

facilities. All classrooms have whiteboards

by our students for their sport and their

and projectors and in key areas interactive

recreational time at break and lunch.

whiteboards are routinely used in lessons.

Centre and the Library has a wealth of

as state of the art equipment in Design

computers and books used as resources

Technology, a recording studio in the

for students.

Creative Media department, and the latest
software is used in ICT. We have sets of
tablet devices which are regularly used in
several subjects such as Design Technology,
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We have a dedicated Sixth Form Study

We have eight science laboratories as well

Geography and ICT. We have over 400

The Sixth Form Centre has its own silent
study rooms and is equipped with laptops.
There is a Sixth Form Café Bar and
recreational area for break and lunchtimes.

computers for students to access across

We have a fabulous four court Sports Hall

the school.

completed in January 2013, along with

Our sports fields are, we believe, the largest
in the county, creating a picturesque and

exceptional open spaces.

21

How good is the
pastoral support?
The Pastoral Support for pupils is taken seriously at Oldbury

Ofsted found, “Pupils enjoy school, feel very safe and

Wells and as Ofsted noted, “we place the needs of individual

appreciate the support they receive”. We know that bullying

pupils at the centre of the school’s work”.

is a cause of anxiety and distress for a significant number

Pupils on entry are assigned to a Form Tutor. In this Form
Group they are registered daily, attend assemblies and in
Years 7 and 8 have many lessons together. Through this
structure we are able to deliver age appropriate messages
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which allow pupils to develop at their own pace and with
the security that they know they will be with pupils of a
similar age. The year groups have Heads of Year who provide

of people nationally. Our Ofsted Report states “pupils are
confident that any issues, such as bullying, would be dealt
with effectively. All pupils who spoke to inspectors said that
they feel safe and well cared for”. We are not complacent
about bullying at Oldbury Wells. Our Anti-bullying policy is
applied carefully and consistently and we have a very high
profile set of rules which is displayed throughout the school.

leadership and support for their pupils. These are key staff

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from Sex and

at Oldbury Wells and are assisted by our full time Pastoral

Relationships Education classes and, where this is the case,

Support Assistants to help monitor progress and well-being

parents are asked to write to the Headteacher expressing

and on a daily basis and be a key contact for both students

their wish.

and parents.

The school has considered and responded to Equal

We run short intervention support programmes in aspects

Opportunities, Race and Gender Equality issues. Policies

such as self-esteem and we have bespoke mentor groups

relating to these areas are in place and available on the

offering different kinds of support to individual pupils

school website.

as required.

One growth area within school is the support provided to

The curriculum and pupil support can at times deal with

pupils who are in receipt of free school meals. As you may

sensitive issues which parents may wish to know more

know the Government has allocated schools extra money to

about. There are several policies on these issues including the

support this category of pupils; our strategy for supporting

Statement of Confidentiality, The Child Protection Policy and

these pupils can also be found on our website.

the Sex and Relationships Policy. These are all on the school
website and can be accessed by parents and pupils.
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Support staff:
Mrs S Barlow
Mrs L Goodison
Mrs L Bridgewater

Results

consistently impressive

Progress and Achievement
We track all pupil’s progress and attainment carefully as soon as they arrive with
us. There are regular class assessments and we have formal examinations for each
year group; we also have ‘data captures’ each term. Where students fall behind we
respond immediately with supportive strategies to help them get back on track. To
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‘succeed’ is core to the school’s motto. We acknowledge that ‘success’ in terms of
outcomes is different for all pupils but we believe passionately that every child has it
in them to achieve their goals.

Performance Matters
Oldbury Wells’ results at both GCSE and A

their results from previous strong years. We

Level have been and continue to be on an

can report that the attainment of students

upward and stable trend.

is higher than in 2017 results, with 99.3%

In 2016 new school records were set on
Progress scores at GCSE. On the Government
measure for pupil progress the school was
ranked second in the county for how much
progress each individual pupil made during his
or her time at Oldbury Wells.
Results in 2017 give us some exceptional
individual performances at both GCSE and A
Level. If we use the old calculation then, this
year 62% of pupils achieved 5 A*–C grades
including English and Maths, which is amongst
the best in our school’s history!
In 2018 despite national changes Oldbury
Wells has made further improvements to

of students obtaining at least 5 passes. The
pupils have achieved impressive results across
the ability range with both high ability pupils
and also pupils with SEN out performing their
targets and making strong progress.
In 2019 all indicators for Progress 8 are
positive again since this measure was
introduced. Our upward trend for a high
attainment score has continued. This year
78% of all grades were a grade 4 or better (a
Grade C or above on the former measure).
18% of all grades are at a Grade 7 or above
(equivalent to the former A Grade).
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Ofsted 2018
A Judgement of
‘Good’ upheld
from 2013

Our school was inspected on the 1st May 2018 as a
Section 8 inspection. Sarah Godden, our Headteacher, also
works for a few days each term as an Ofsted Inspector. A
section 8 inspection is a one day inspection to revalidate
a school which has previously been judged as ‘Good’, and
where Ofsted don’t have any new concerns.
In 2013 Oldbury Wells was judged as ‘Good’ in all areas.
This ‘Good’ category has been upheld, adding recognition of
the further improvements that the school has made since
the last inspection.

26

“All pupils receive a
high-quality education”

The inspection team recognised that
pupils of all abilities and aspirations
receive a quality education at our
school. In the 2013 inspection
we were asked to ensure that the
small minority of teaching that

“Excellent range Ofsted recognised that care is taken
of academic in deciding on our curriculum and
choosing the right courses for our
and vocational pupils. Our Heads of Department work
courses” with our Curriculum Leader to make
sure that everyone is catered for. The
report says, “There is something for
everyone at this school.”

required improvement was
addressed. At the point
of re-inspection in 2018
our judgement was
that teaching was now
‘Outstanding’ or ‘Good.’

“All pupils who spoke
to inspectors said that
they feel safe and well
cared for”

We take care to look after our pupils
very well and to ensure that they

“Pupils leave Oldbury
Wells very well
prepared for their
next steps”

We are pleased that Ofsted recognised this
aspect of our work. It is fundamental to us that
the education we provide for our young people
should set them up for life beyond school,
whether that be in employment, training
or university.

behave well towards each other. We
also have very positive relationships
with our parents which is expressed
in the report as, “Parents and carers
express high levels of confidence in the
school’s work.”

“An inclusive, Ofsted judge that we have created
our school community on a simple
caring and belief which drives our decisionfriendly making and our work. They say,
have placed meeting the needs
community” “You
of individual pupils at the centre of
the school’s work.” As a result our
students are at the heart of our
school and their needs come first.

“A strong culture
of continuous
improvement”
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The inspection team recognised the school
has, “continued to improve since the last
inspection.” Several improvements
get a special mention, including
the recognition of the
continued steadfast rise in
attainment over the past
few years. The report explains
a number of aspects of the
school’s work which leads
to improvements,
such as a strong
team approach
by staff.

What else can you do?
We want you to enjoy yourself at Oldbury Wells and there are many

of Angelsey, and there is a visit to the ‘Big Pit’ coal mining museum in

ways for you to do so. We have a stunningly good range of opportunities

Wales, where students get to descend 300 feet into a real mine and

for students outside of the classroom. These include activities in

experience the place where generations of coal miners worked.

all subject areas. Design Technology, Music, Drama and Sport are
particularly noteworthy. We have specialist teachers in Drama and Music
and therefore achieve a particularly vibrant array of performances and
shows. Our students can experience education outside the classroom.

The cultural exposure of students is broadened by trips to numerous art
galleries to see new and establish exhibitions, as well as many theatre
visits to see some of the great shows the UK has to offer.

There are many opportunities to take part in school trips, both as

We have taken Year 7 students to nearby Cosford Royal Air Force

residential and day trips from an exceptionally wide number

Museum for a Careers Day, Year 8s to Arthog, Year 9s to Shrewsbury

of departments.

and Berlin! Key Stage 4 Pupils do Geography fieldwork, experience
live history through visiting the FIrst World War trenches in France

Education beyond school – our school trips
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On average there are 25 trips a year! These include foreign trips
abroad to Paris, Berlin and Italy. There are many outdoor experiences
including a stay at the Arthog Outdoor Education Centre set in the
stunning Snowdonia National Park; a field trip to study the Geography

and a three-day visit to Berlin. Mr Williams, a senior member of staff,
co-ordinates a wealth of experiences outside the classroom.

Duke of Edinburgh
We currently offer the DofE to bronze level (for
students in Year 9) and silver (for students in
Year 10).The Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) award is
a highly valued, nationally acclaimed award given
to young people who have shown commitment
and dedication to a personal development
programme. The course is made up of four sections:
Volunteering, Physical, Skill and Expedition.
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School Clubs
We have a number of school clubs you can join, such as:
• School Council—have your say
• Science Technology and Engineering Club
• Textiles Club
• Encore (a vocal group)
• School Show
• Art Club
• School Band
• Library Volunteers
… and of course every sport you can imagine can be experienced and
become part of your child’s school life at Oldbury Wells.
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Sports at Oldbury Wells

We have outstanding facilities, both indoors and out. We have a four court
Sports Hall, high quality changing rooms and a vast amount of green field
space. We encourage students to be part of our large number of sports
teams and celebrate their successes. We hold an annual Sports Award
Evening to which parents are invited.

Sports Colours
We award Sports Colours to those students who represent
the school in a number of different sports teams
throughout the year. The 4 colours consist of 3 different
badges culminating in special sports ties for the 4th colour.
We also have a strong extra-curricular sports scene:
• Football teams both girls and boys
• Rugby both girls and boys
• Netball
• Badminton
• Basket ball
• Softball
• Handball

In the summer term we have our:
• Athletics teams
• Tennis
• Rounders
• Cricket
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Celebrating
former
students’
successes
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Our students leave us to go to some of the best universities
to study a broad range of degrees, for example in Medicine,
Physical Sciences, Maths and Textiles & Fashion. The

Ed Guy

Louise Sherry

Abbey Webb

James Thomas

Jade Cotham

Keele

Warwick

Liverpool Hope

Worcester

Keele

Currently reading

Currently reading

Currently reading Fine

Currently reading

Astrophysics and

History

Art

Computing

Jasmine Davies

Sean Rendall

Freddie Writtle

David Lee

Becky Wathen

Falmouth

Manchester Met

Lancaster

Currently reading

Currently reading

Swansea

Staffordshire

Currently reading Music
Theatre and Stage

Mathematics

Economics and History

Geology

Currently reading
Marine Biology

Management

Currently reading
Geology

Currently reading
Concept Art for Games
and Film

Amber Jackson

Lily Hodgkiss

Josh Jones

Ellie Jameson

Beth Harker

Cardiff Met

Leeds

Worcester

Oxford

Edinburgh

Currently reading

Currently reading

Primary Teaching

Currently reading

Currently reading

Fashion, Buying and

Mathemetics

Japanese Studies

History and Archeology

John Crawford-Clarke

Ellie Jones

Chloe Bond

Brand Management

table shows a selection of a few of our former students’
progression.
Glen Harris

Emily Hickman

Sunderland

Wolverhampton

Portsmouth

Worcester

Coventry

Achieved 1st Class in

Achieved 1st Class in

Achieved 1st Class in

Achieved 1st Class in

Achieved 1st Class in

Film Production

Deaf Studies & Special

Accounting and Finance

Human Biology

Theatre & Professional

Needs Inclusion

Practice

Uniform, Be Well Presented
YEARS 7 and 8

YEARS 9, 10 and 11

Girls

Girls

• Fitted black blazer with school logo*

• Fitted black blazer with school logo*

• White shirt. Pleated/plain mid grey skirt* or plain mid

• White shirt

grey trousers (both skirt and trousers should be of

• Pleated/plain mid grey skirt* or plain mid grey trousers

cotton, cotton polyester, cotton/viscose material and

(both skirt and trousers should be of cotton, cotton

not a stretchy material such as lycra)

polyester, cotton/viscose material and not a stretchy

• Lower school tie*

material such as lycra)

• Socks—black, white or grey

• Upper school tie*

• Tights to be grey, black or natural colour only

• Socks—black, white or grey. Tights to be grey, black or

• Polishable flat black shoes (no boots or trainers and
nothing with a branded logo showing)
Optional Items:
• Cardigan, grey with school logo*

natural colour only
• Polishable flat black shoes (no boots or trainers and
nothing with a branded logo showing)
Optional Items:

• Unisex sweater, grey with school logo*

• Cardigan, grey with school logo*

• Unisex slipover, grey with school logo*

• Unisex sweater, grey with school logo*
• Unisex slipover, grey with school logo*

Boys
• Black blazer with school logo*

Boys

• White shirt

• Black blazer with school logo*

• Flat/pleated front mid grey trousers

• White Shirt

• Lower school tie*

• Flat/Pleated front mid grey trousers (material as above).

• Socks—black, white or grey

Upper School Tie* Socks—black, white or grey polishable

• Polishable school type black shoes (no boots or trainers

school type black shoes (no boots or trainers and

and nothing with a branded logo showing)
Optional Items:

nothing with a branded logo showing)
Optional Items:

• Unisex sweater, grey with school logo*

• Unisex sweater, grey with school logo*

• Unisex slipover, grey with school logo*

• Unisex slipover, grey with school logo*

*Key items of uniform are marked with the school logo and they are of a specific style and colour. This applies to the blazers, sweaters, trousers and skirts,
purchased from our specified uniform suppliers. For a copy of our Uniform Policy please go www.oldburywells.com.
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Admissions
Year 6 Transfer to Secondary

Mid-Year Entry for Years 7 -11

The school’s current admission policy for Year 7 entrance is operated by

Where families move into the area after the Year 6 transfer stage and require a place for their child, they

the Shropshire Local Authority (the LA). Full details of our policy is on our

should contact the school directly to enquire about space in the relevant year group and ask about a Mid-

school website and there is additional information about arrangements for

Year Transfer (this term applies even if you would be starting in September). Details about the procedure

admission, as set out in the “Parents’ Guide to Education in Shropshire”; this

can be found in our Admissions Policy on our school website.

can be accessed online at www.shropshire.gov.uk/schooladmissions and
will also be displayed in local libraries for the reference of interested parents.
They are also available on request from the Admissions Team, Shropshire
Council, Children and Young People’s Services, Learning and Skills, Shirehall,
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6ND, telephone 0345 678 9008.
Parents wishing to apply from state schools, middle and prep schools from
outside Shropshire should please do so through their own local education

34

authority – there is now one coordinated admission system across county
boundaries. Parents of Year 6 children living in Shropshire will be required,
in the Autumn term prior to the school year of transfer from primary to
secondary school, to complete an LA application form stating preferences
for up to three schools. If there are more applications for places than are
available within the admission limit, then priority will be given as laid out in
our Admissions Policy as published on our school website.

A number of students join us directly in the Sixth Form, especially from 11-16 schools. Please contact the
Head of Sixth Form on 01746 765454 to discuss the admissions procedure. Our Sixth Form Admission
Policy is integral to our general Admissions Policy.
*The closing date for applications for Year 7 entry in September 2020 will be 31st October 2019 and allocations letters
will be sent to parents from your LA during the first week of March 2020.

Getting to us
Shropshire Residents
If you live in Shropshire, all enquiries
regarding admissions should be addressed
to:
Shropshire Council Learning and Skills
Shirehall Abbey Foregate
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY2 6ND
T: 0345 678 9008
E: school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk
www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-admissions
Catchment areas for schools can be
viewed on Localview which can be found
on the above website address.

Residents living outside of
Shropshire
We offer a transport service with a variety of routes

Design by Design Jazz Limited

covering the areas of Wolverhampton, Codsall, Perton
and Pattingham. There is a fee for these service
routes. For more information on transport options
please call our main reception on 01746 765454 or
see our school website: www.oldburywells.com

Your lives will be transformed by space
and it will give your generation the
planetary perspective on which the
future of humanity rests.
Sir Richard Branson, Founder, Virgin Galactic

