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The St Joseph’s College MFL Department

The MFL team consists of four full-time specialist MFL teachers who all offer either French or Spanish to ‘A’ level along with one part-time Spanish native speaker and one part time French teacher.  It is a cohesive and friendly unit of colleagues who work very much as a team. The languages offered at St Joseph’s College are French and Spanish. 

Curriculum Organisation 

KS3 - All year 7 students study French. They are taught in their form groups and are therefore of mixed ability. They have four one hour lessons per ten days. We use Expo 1 as a rough guide for French but we are keen to use tailor made resources and schemes of work where possible.

In year 8 students continue their French studies and also take up Spanish. Again, they are taught in their form groups and are therefore of mixed ability. They have three hours of French every ten days and three hours of Spanish. We use Mira 1 as a rough guide for Spanish but, again, we are keen to use tailor made resources and schemes of work where possible.

At the very beginning of year 9 students decide whether to take French or Spanish or both languages. We usually have approximately 30 students per year who choose to take both languages. The single linguist students are taught in mixed ability groups and the dual linguist group tends to be higher ability. The single linguist students have four one hour lessons per ten days and the dual linguists have six one hour lessons per ten days (however, these two extra lessons are completed after school).  We use Expo 2 for French and Mira 2 for Spanish, but again, the department prefers to use tailor made resources and schemes of work where possible.  

KS4 – MLF is a core subject at St Joseph's College. All students are required to take at least one language to GCSE level at St Joseph's College. Students are taught in mixed ability groups and they have six one hour lessons per ten days. They study Eduqas French and Spanish. 

In the GCSE exams 2017, the French results were 87% A*-C grades and Spanish results were 99% A*-C grades. Much of this success is due to good strategic planning by staff and a stringent revision programme in the weeks leading up to the exams. 

KS5 - We have both an AS and A2 French class and an AS and A2 Spanish class. Again, the Eduqas is the exam board that we use. The numbers at AS and A2 are healthy and we are lucky to have a native Spanish speaker who plays a key role in delivering the Spanish A level. 

In the A Level exams 2017, there was 100% pass rate in both French and Spanish, with French achieving 80% A*-B grade, and Spanish achieving 57% A*-B. 

Resources 

In addition to the course books mentioned, we also subscribe to VocabExpress. At KS4 we have found this an invaluable tool for personalised vocabulary learning. We also maintain close links with the local primary schools and secondary schools.  

Accommodation 

The MFL department is well resourced. Our classes often have access to IT rooms and all MFL rooms are fitted with Smartboards, which have a very positive impact on our teaching. 
